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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from SAY Women 
 
About Us 
 
SAY Women is a voluntary sector charity supporting young women survivors 
of childhood sexual abuse who are homeless, at risk of homelessness or in 
unsafe accommodation.  
 
Our services comprise of an Accommodation Project for 7 young women with 
a Follow On service and a Resource Service providing emotional support to 
young women and men who are living in other homeless projects or 
temporary accommodation, eg. Hospital psychiatry units, prison, etc. 
 
Experience 
 
High numbers of our service users have addictions, mental health issues and 
involvement in prostitution ranges from 12% to 45% across our services. 
Therefore the young people we support are at the most severe end of the 
spectrum of sexual violence/abuse and exploitation. 
 
Comments 
 
Services such as ours and related services, i.e. addiction teams, mental 
health services, sexual health services deal with the everyday harm caused 
by men’s exploitation and abuse of women and children. The phenomenon of 
male violence is rooted in women’s inequality and the issue of lap dancing 
must be placed in this context and the committee basing their deliberations on 
this as a staring point.  
 
UNICEF – “In to-day’s world to be born female is to be born high risk.” 
 
UN – “Violence against women is the world’s most pervasive form of human 
rights abuse.” 
 
A very simple question has to be asked – why are all forms of objectification, 
commercial sexual exploitation exclusively aimed at women? 
 
Whilst the young people we support have not been involved with lap dancing 
directly and more likely to be involved in prostitution, they are clear that such 
activities are part and parcel of men’s exploitation of women and children and 
reinforce their expectations that they will face such abuse throughout their 
lives. 
 
A few of the young women are attending lap dancing fitness classes and pole 
dancing kits are now available through catalogues as a fitness regime. Both 
these new developments normalise lap dancing and are wholly aimed at 
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women. The normalisation of sexual exploitation is a worrying trend, for 
example Playboy bunny is now part of mainstream accessories and design; 
celebrities such as David and Victoria Beckham gain media attention by 
visiting a lapdancing/strip club1 and yet David Beckham is a UNICEF 
Ambassador.  
 
Lap dancing clubs are usually part of a chain network such as Stringfellows, 
Playboy that have links with wider pornography distribution. There is also a 
competitive culture of the more sexually explicit the act the more money is 
earned. Research by the Women’s Support Project highlighted that 31% of 
Scottish men interviewed about prostitution were introduced to prostitution 
through a lap dancing club.  
 
There are numerous reports on the harm caused by ‘exotic’ dancing and any 
legislation to end this situation should be supported2.  
 
Lap dancing is only available to young women who have pre-conceived 
‘beautiful/desirable’ bodies. This contributes to any general lack of confidence 
and low self esteem for young women who don’t meet the ‘desirable’ body 
image of lap dancers and linked to consumer pressure on women to achieve 
levels of beauty, slimness, sexual attraction.  
 
Meanwhile we should be encouraging girls and young women to be confident 
in themselves, in their own skin, and to identify their aspirations and help them 
meet those.  
 
Generally the existence of lap dancing clubs increases women’s fears and 
undermines their safety around the areas where they exist. Ask any women 
and she will admit that she avoids areas where there is lap dancing clubs if 
she is on her own or with friends in the city centre at night. Research by 
Glasgow Chamber of Commerce (2003) found that three-quarters of city 
centre businesses believed that lap dancing clubs would damage the 
reputation of the city and half were concerned about the safety of their staff in 
the vicinity of the clubs.  
 
The fact that there is a demand for such clubs is not a reason to justify their 
existence. There is a demand for prostitution, child and women trafficking, 
pornography, paedophile networks and we accept that these are not 
indicators of a healthy and safe society for all our citizens.   
 
Support for this amendment would add to the campaign to deal with the 
increased sexualisation of girls and young women which is raising widespread 
concerns and to the overall measures necessary across various government 
departments in order to deal with the exploitation of women and girls.   

                                                 
1 Showbiz Spy 12/12/07 and Marie Claire 13/12/07 
2 Strip Club Testimony – Kelly Holsopple 
Violence and Stress At Work and in the Performing Arts – Giga, Hoel and Cooper, 
Manchester University. 
House of Commons Minutes of Evidence, Culture, Media, Sports Committee, 25 November 
2008. 
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We view this amendment as an important signal that there is now a fightback 
to highlight the exploitative nature of such activities and their role in the 
continuation of the subordination and objectification of women and girls. 
 
The Scottish Parliament has a better record than Westminster on the issue of 
violence against women and had introduced some of the most progressive 
legislation and support in the UK. Support for this amendment would continue 
the reputation of the Parliament as a champion of women’s rights in the 
context of overall human rights. 
 
 
Rosina McCrae 
Director 
26 April 2010 
 


