
CJL/S2/127 

1 

Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from the Festival Fringe Society 
 

Amendment 516 
 
With reference to the above noted amendment to the Criminal Justice and 
Licensing (Scotland) Bill, we believe that the wording of the amendment as 
currently lodged may unintentionally prevent the staging of theatrical and 
other cultural performances that contain elements of nudity. 
 
The definition of nudity could rule out plays such as Trilogy written by Nic 
Green and staged by Glasgow’s The Arches Theatre at the 2009 Edinburgh 
Fringe to much critical acclaim. The play went on to win a Herald Angel award 
and a clutch of five-star reviews and has now embarked on a UK national 
tour. Described by the author as a feminist work, Trilogy includes at one point 
an invitation to female audience members to shed their clothes and join the 
performance on stage.  
 
This is just one example of the numerous plays, musicals and operas which 
over the years have included nudity as an integral part of their story. As the 
largest arts festival in the world, the Edinburgh Festival Fringe is a vital launch 
pad for innovative artistic development, encompassing a wide variety of art 
forms and we would not wish to see any performances restricted. We do not 
believe that it is the intention of the Member who has lodged this amendment 
to ban such performances but this could be an unintended consequence of 
passing the amendment in its current form. 
 
If the Committee decides that it wishes to support this amendment in principle 
then Members might want to consider including an exemption for plays and 
related entertainment as defined and outlined in the Theatres Act 1968. 
Furthermore, the Committee might consider exempting premises covered by 
either a Theatre Licence or a Public Entertainment Licence. 
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