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Justice Committee 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 

Written submission from Steven McDonald on behalf of Diamond Dolls, 
Glasgow and Hooters, Edinburgh 

 
Diamond Dolls has operated since October 2000 and Hooters has operated 
since February 2004. My current role with the two venues are senior 
management and promoter.  
 
I have had a career in the lap dancing industry in Scotland since 1997. 
 
In 2005 I was invited to the Scottish Executive to meet with reporters for the 
Nicholson report and share my knowledge of the lap dancing industry in 
Scotland. 
 
I submit amendment 516 is unnecessary and its true purpose unclear. It is 
apparent there is a desire to side step the stringent licensing laws and current 
legislation for lap dancing venues. 
 
I am somewhat surprised that a call for a specific licensing regime is 
presented in the amendment. 
 
The author of the amendment should be aware that licensing boards have 
produced and implemented for several years a code of practise relative to the 
provision of lap dance entertainment and licensed premises. The code of 
practice covers all aspects of the operation of lap dancing venues.  
 
The code describes its expectations and compliance with its terms and any 
failure to do so will be taken into account in assessing the continuing 
suitability of any affected premises for the sale of alcoholic liquor.  
 
A measure of the success of the implementation of the code of practise is the 
reality that there is NO EVIDENCE that there are significant problems of 
disorder, antisocial behaviour or public nuisance surrounding the operation of 
lap dancing clubs and indeed all the evidence points to the contrary.  
 
The lap dancing industry as it is currently regulated is one of the most closely 
monitored and tightly regulated licensed activities in the country. With the 
additional powers given to licensing boards under the Licensing (Scotland) 
Act 2005; such boards are even more empowered than in the past to deal 
with any matters arising from these venues.  
 
The licensing boards have wide-ranging powers from mere warnings through 
to suspension to revocation of a licence. Clearly with out a licence the 
premises would not be able to operate. 
 
The utilization of Licensing Standards Officers under the new regime has 
provided a further layer of enforcement to licensing boards over and above 
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the traditional involvement of the police. It has been noted on many occasions 
by police officers representing chief constables at the time of lap dancing 
licence application renewals, that these premises do not present a concern to 
the police. 
 
In regard to limiting the number of premises in a local authority area an 
example of both Edinburgh and Glasgow can show that in fact no new lap 
dancing venues have been permitted to operate in either city since 2004. 
 
Finally, it is difficult to comprehend that there is not a hidden agenda behind 
the proposed amendment 516 when for example one considers the guidance 
notes for sex shop applications in Glasgow reads: 
 

“Be advised that applications for sex shops have been refused on the 
grounds that the committee felt that the number of sex shops for the 
locality should be NIL.” 

 
The current licensing regime has proven to be completely effective in the 
control of lap dancing / adult entertainment venues  
 
Please reject amendment 516. 
 
 
Steven Macdonald 
26 April 2010 
 


