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I am strongly in support of amendment 516 to the above Bill (lodged by 
Sandra White). This is because I see lap-dancing as a form of exploitation of 
women. 
 
Lap dancing and other forms of so-called ‘adult entertainment’ are sexually 
exploitative and damaging to women’s lives and to gender equality. The 
Scottish Government document ‘Safer Lives: Changed Lives’ notes that 
commercial sexual exploitation causes harm to all women, by sanctioning 
objectification of women’s bodies, and further notes that this harm to women 
collectively happens regardless of whether individuals claim liberation or 
empowerment from the activity.  
 
Lap dancing glamorises exploitation whereas the reality is that lap-dancing 
clubs are highly exploitative. Unlike other dance performances where the 
audience members pay for a ticket and the organisation staging the 
performance pays the performers, in ‘adult entertainment’ the women have to 
pay the club in order to perform (often around £80-£100 per night), and then 
the men pay the women directly. Women also pay for club outfits and pay 
fines for being late or missing shifts.  
 
Clubs maintain a high ‘performer to punter’ ratio to offer the customer 
maximum choice of varieties of women – in itself an indicator of their view that 
women are objects for consumption and not human beings with rights and 
dignity – and this means there is intense competition between performers, 
which in turns escalates the types of performance on offer. Increasingly men 
expect explicit sexualised behaviour and full nudity. Even in clubs where 
licensing conditions are adhered to many women report a heavy 
psychological toll linked to dealing with, in effect, normalised sexual 
harassment on a nightly basis.  
 
Lap dancing is a manifestation of gender inequality. It is not a coincidence 
that the performers in lap-dancing clubs in Scotland are almost all women and 
the customers and business owners are almost all men. This industry thrives 
on the systematic exploitation of women by men – and a gendered hierarchy 
of power. An industry like this has no place in modern Scotland.  
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