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When we refer to lap dancing as “adult entertainment”, who are adults that are 
being entertained?  It is adult men that are being entertained and at whose 
expense?  At the expense of girls, women and communities, but also at the 
expense of boys and men.  How do we expect young men to form healthy, 
fulfilling relationships with women when we license venues for them to go and 
objectify women, to use the power of their pound to get women to act in a way 
that the men want.  These venues are only teaching men that they can control 
women, not respect them or treat them like equals or understand them as 
sentient beings who are entitled to define their own sexuality – not having it 
prescribed to them by male demands.      
 
Even in daylight I feel uncomfortable walking by lap dancing or “gentlemen” 
clubs, but I can’t avoid them because they are on (or just off) our high streets.  
I feel uncomfortable because I know these are places where women are 
reduced to bodies, and the purpose of these bodies is to sexually arouse 
men.  They serve me as a reminder of how far we have still to go to achieve 
equality.  Women will never be seen as equal to men while they are still 
reduced to body parts whose purpose is to serve men’s wants.  I avoid the 
parts of town in the evening where these clubs are, as I do not want to come 
across men exiting the clubs.  I fear the sexual harassment I may receive from 
a group of men whose “entertainment” has just involved their sexual arousal.  
Lets be clear, these clubs are not entertaining for women.   
 
The Scottish Government has made some acknowledgement of the harm that 
men cause with their demand for prostitution and has taken steps to address 
this demand.  But what is lap dancing?  Lap dancing venues involve men 
paying money to get women to perform sexually.  The rules may state that 
there should be no physical contact, but the aim of the woman’s performance 
is the sexual gratification of the man.  Lap dancing is just a version of 
prostitution, and a gateway to the legally defined version of prostitution.  
Please continue with your work in addressing the harm caused by the 
commercial sexual exploitation of women and girls by supporting this 
amendment.  Please provide local councils with the tools to react to their 
communities’ concerns.   
 
I fully support Sandra White’s amendment, which will let communities and 
local councils take back some control of the proliferation of these venues in 
their area. 
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