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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill – Stage 2 
 

Written submission from Stirling Action for Change  
Multi Agency Partnership 

 
Stirling Action for Change is a multi-agency partnership committed to building 
a strategic framework in the Stirling area for tackling violence against women 
and children.  The partnership brings together key statutory and voluntary 
organisations throughout Stirling. These agencies support the Scottish 
Government’s position that violence against women and children is any action 
which harms or causes suffering or indignity to women and children, where 
those carrying out the action are mainly men and where women and children 
are predominantly the victims. 
 
Stirling Action for Change also supports the Scottish Government view that a 
shared approach is necessary to achieve greater consistency of service 
provision across Scotland to improve outcomes for women, children and 
communities, and we are working towards progress in bringing about the 
changes in Scottish society that are required to eradicate violence against 
women. 
 
Our position 
 
We are supportive of the amendment 516 lodged by Sandra white MSP and 
urge the Justice Committee to support it. Our arguments in favour of this 
amendment can be summarised as follows: 
 

• Lap dancing is a form of commercial sexual exploitation and, as such, 
is a form of violence against women. It sanctions the objectification of 
women, glamorises exploitation and harms work to achieve gender 
equality. 

• The proliferation of lap dancing clubs is harmful to women individually, 
women collectively, and communities, and we support measures to 
prevent this. 

 
Scotland has been innovative in its approaches to tackling forms of violence 
against women and is admired internationally for its progress on domestic 
abuse.  It would be fitting if Scotland could now become as progressive in 
tackling the harmful effects of the sex industry. Lap dancing clubs harm 
communities. They make women feel uncomfortable, unsafe, and can create 
‘no-go’ areas in our towns and cities. 
 
Councils should have the power to limit the number of clubs – setting the limit 
at zero if they wish to – and, therefore, we support amendment 516. We urge 
the committee to take a stand against exploitation and stand for a safer and 
more equal society and to support this amendment. 
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Anne Meikle, VAW Policy Coordinator 
27 April 2010 
 


