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Justice Committee 
 

Criminal Justice and Licensing (Scotland) Bill 
 

Written submission from John Muir, Damian’s Law Campaigner 
 
The importance of Damian's Law was never specifically the absolute 
introduction of mandatory sentencing, but more importantly an attempt to 
shake the government, the judiciary, the police and the public out of their 
complacency and the  sanitised academic approach to the serious violent 
crime which is largely responsible for the situation Scotland the indeed the UK 
are facing. 
 
We have perhaps become so used to violent crime over such a long period of 
time that our resolve and horror is not truly reflected in the punishment and 
sentencing or the lack of and regardless of political gesturing. Is it any wonder 
that the criminal fraternity are laughing at our miserable efforts to enforce 
current laws. Have we really become that sanitised to violence. 
 
We have a clear and present danger on our streets. Violent recidivist criminals 
are all too often in and out of prisons on a relatively short term revolving door 
basis. This has to stop! So what are you, the politicians, going to do about 
them? That is why I went to Parliament with our petition and in doing so my 
composure was ruffled at the way the debate lost sight of the essential fact 
that we are having people murdered and mutilated by knife crime. My 
annoyance is clearly representative of the public anger. 
 
Because an individual holds a public office or rank it should not be assumed 
that they know best. It seems to me that some in this debate think this 
precisely. The politicians and authorities must have the support of the 
collective public and if you fail to deal with the current problems while 
whistling the praise of untested solutions the entire venture will fail – not least 
from lack of confidence from the electorate and the general public. 
 
Self accountability must be reintroduced. Why is it when all of us in decent 
society make a mistake we have to explain ourselves – but commit a crime 
they can elect to say nothing. This is utter nonsence and that can be 
described as a true criminal charter. The foundation stones and corner stone 
of Scottish Law where violent crime is concerned have crumbled and as a 
consequence the building which has been built upon it has devalued. The 
time to act is now or step aside. 
 
As I clearly stated blame is not the game but in order to understand the way 
forward we must understand where we are – and where we have come over 
the last few decades where violent crime is concerned. There are many truths 
within every argument and as the petition clearly demonstrated all points of 
view must be considered but not at the expense of common sense. However 
to be perfectly frank much of the debate was taken by the morally righteous 
who have completely missed the point and where the debate was hijacked by 
the long term social do-gooders. There was a complete failure to address the 
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here and now. We have to sort out the here and now before we can have any 
mandate to address the future. It is earnestly requested that the sentencing 
policy be stricter and more severe, and the community service is more strictly 
supervised, and also invoke and demand that high visibility clothing should be 
provided and worn. The other legal suggestions which we have discussed 
should also be implemented forthwith. 
 


