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Background to evidence gathering 
 
In order to ensure that our evidence represented the views of Neighbourhood 
Watches across Scotland, we e-mailed individual coordinators giving them a 
link to the Bill and asking them to complete a questionnaire which highlighted 
some of the main proposals of the bill.  Due to timescales and logistical 
considerations, only coordinators who had registered an e-mail address were 
polled. 
 
Respondents were asked to Agree or Disagree with the 15 statements given 
as it was felt that this was the best way to gauge people’s broad reactions to 
the proposals.  They were also given the opportunity to submit additional 
comments on the bill.  Respondents were asked, where possible, to consult 
with other members of their Neighbourhood Watch schemes, again to bring in 
as many views as possible. 
 
Respondents 
 
The questionnaire was sent to over 500 Neighbourhood Watch coordinators.  
We received 85 responses, covering the views of 256 people.  Responses 
were received from 6 of the 8 police regions.  Most responses were received 
from Lothian & Borders, although the responses from Strathclyde covered the 
views of more people. 
 
 

# Responses 
# People 

Consulted 
Central 5 15
Dumfries & Galloway 0 0
Fife 5 17
Grampian 2 21
Lothian & Borders 34 82
Northern 0 0
Strathclyde 27 101
Tayside 12 20
 85 256
 
 Responses People 
Central 6% 6%
Dumfries & Galloway 0% 0%
Fife 6% 7%
Grampian 2% 8%
Lothian & Borders 40% 32%
Northern 0% 0%
Strathclyde 32% 39%
Tayside 14% 8%
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Responses to proposals 
 
Proposal Agree Disagree No 

Answer/ 
Don't 
Know 

Create a framework within which sentencers 
can base their decisions on individual cases 

91% 6% 4%

Create a Scottish Sentencing Council to provide 
a sentencing guidelines regime 

84% 11% 6%

Introduce the Community Payback Order in 
place of existing community penalties 

78% 8% 14%

Create a presumption against custodial 
sentences of six months or less 

35% 56% 8%

Replace the custody-only provisions in the 
Custodial Sentences and Weapons (Scotland) 
Act 2007 with short-term custody and 
community sentences 

38% 51% 12%

Create new offences to tackle serious 
organised crime 

92% 6% 2%

Create a new offence which will criminalise the 
possession of extreme pornographic images 

81% 12% 7%

Raise the age of criminal responsibility to 12 21% 74% 5%
Allow the retention, for at least three years, of 
fingerprints and other forensic data taken from 
persons proceeded against but not convicted of 
a serious sexual or violent offence 

81% 18% 1%

Allow the retention of up to three years of 
forensic data taken where a child accepts or is 
found by a Sheriff to have committed certain 
serious or violent offences 

95% 4% 1%

Make a spouse or civil partner a compellable 
witness 

71% 24% 6%

Create witness anonymity orders 86% 5% 9%
Make changes to the law relating to mental 
disorders in criminal proceedings 

69% 9% 21%

Modernise general licensing provisions and 
specific provisions relating to metal dealers, 
market operators, public entertainment and late 
night catering, taxis and private car hires 

87% 4% 9%

Improve the operation of the Licensing 
(Scotland) Act 2005 through modifying a 
number of provisions to improve reduce costs 
and shorten process times as well as ensuring 
that Licensing boards receive sufficient 
information on which to base their decisions 
concerning licences to sell alcohol 

88% 2% 9%
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Additional Comments 
 
Would be in favour of forensic data being kept longer than 3 years if possible. 
 
1)Community service should be much more high profile, there appears to be 
no shame factor, and therefore no penalty in the tariff 
2) Some feel that 12 is an unevenly balanced age. ie. some children know the 
difference between right and wrong, some have no idea, because of their 
background  
3) Pornography (Hot potato !!) Across the board ban, with maximum penalties 
for possession or distribution 
4) Licensing: Comment made, and I can support this having been in the 
licensed trade for thirty years: Many fundamental by laws controlling liquor 
licenses were lost in the reorganisation for Regions and Districts. These 
included " special offers, regular drinks promotions other than new products, 
serving alcohol in anything other than a glass (eg. jugs, pails, bottles), mixing 
two spirits in the same glass. (UKBG handbook 1974: no cocktail should 
contain more than one base spirit) 
5) Another comment referred to the sale of computer games, music dvd's and 
films. some felt that the sale of these should be licensed to control piracy in 
order to prevent trading of same between inappropriately aged children 
 
Definitely need more discipline on the under 16 age groups. When they get to 
16 and come under the Justice system, they do not suddenly become model 
citizens. They have served their apprenticeship and are quite good at it and 
their knowledge of the Law. 
 
More prison spaces 
 
Discussion  
 
The proposals which the majority of respondents disagreed with were: 

• Creating a presumption against custodial sentences of 6 months or 
less 

• Replacing the custody-only provisions in the Custodial Sentences and 
Weapons (Scotland) Act 2007 with short-term custody and community 
sentences 

• Raising the age of criminal responsibility to 12 
 
Views were split on: 

• Allowing the retention, for at least three years, of fingerprints and other 
forensic data taken from persons proceeded against but not convicted 
of a serious sexual or violent offence 

• Making a spouse or civil partner a compellable witness 
 
The other proposals were agreed with on the whole by Neighbourhood Watch 
members who responded to the questionnaire. 
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