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Written submission from Renfrewshire Council 
 

I refer to your letter of 2 April 2009 enclosing a revised call for written 
evidence in relation to the above Bill and would now provide the following 
response on behalf of Renfrewshire Council. 
 
I would confirm that the comments are submitted primarily in relation to those 
aspects of the Bill relating to activities licensed under the Civic Government 
(Scotland) Act 1982. We offer no comment as regards the criminal provisions 
of the Bill. 
 
In relation to Part 9 of the Bill which deals with liquor licensing, we would offer 
the view that the provisions set out in the Bill reflect a number of issues 
identified as requiring attention during the transitional period of operation of 
the Licensing (Scotland) Act 2005 and the proposals contained within the Bill 
for amending the provisions of the said Act will assist with addressing those 
issues. 
 
As indicated previously, our particular comments are in relation to those 
provisions relating to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982. In general 
we welcome these provisions and confirm that we support the modernising of 
the terms if the Act which have been recognised by local authorities as 
requiring updating since completion of the COSLA Review of Civic 
Government licensing several years ago. We do consider that the widening of 
specific provisions of the Act to increase the number of persons/organisations 
requiring public entertainment, late hours catering and market operators 
operators licenses will require, in particular, an increase in the enforcement 
activity carried out by councils as licensing authorities. This will accordingly 
impact upon already limited operational resources and cognisance of this 
should be taken by the Committee. 
 
Finally, we would also draw attention to the requirements of the EU Service 
Directive which we understand will have a direct impact upon Civic 
Government licensing regimes in Scotland. A specific requirement of the 
Directive is that applications must be able to be completed and submitted 
electronically to licensing authorities. We would therefore specifically request 
that the procedural provisions of the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 be 
amended to allow for the completion and submission of applications by 
electronic transmission. 
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