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I am writing in response to the publication of the Criminal Justice and 
Licensing (Scotland) Bill: Criminalising the possession of extreme 
pornography. 
 
I welcome the proposals to criminalise the possession of material that is 
considered to be extreme pornography. I believe that this legislation is 
required urgently in order to address the increasing amount of 'extreme' 
pornographic material which exists in the context of the prevalence and 
normalisation in popular culture of all forms of pronographic material. 
 
The 'pornification' of our society means that women are increasingly treated 
as sex objects and the resulting harm to women is immeasurable. 
 
The proliferation of the internet, coupled with the sex object culture in which 
we live, now means that many young people are getting their first information 
on sex and sexuality from internet pornography. The implications of this are 
that images shown in pornography become normalised and young people 
grow up with the distorted view around men and women and sexual acts, 
whereby men are dominant and violent and women are submissive and 
aroused by violence. 
 
Pornography perpetuates myths about rape which can make it difficult for 
victims of sexual offences to be believed or seen as credible, and makes it 
harder for them to come forward and be treated fairly. In Scotland, we face a 
shameful 2.9% rape conviction rate; we must question what role pornography 
plays in feeding into a culture where sexual violence is normalised. 
 
This legislation is the first steps in addressing the most extreme forms of 
pornography. However, I view the existence of this material as being enabled 
by the existence of all other pornography. 
 
My views on this issue are not based on any moralistic judgements. My 
concerns are around the harm pornography causes to women and men, and 
how our 'sex object culture' underpins gender-based violence and 
discrimination. 


