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Dear Pat 
 
Single Status Agreement 
 
As you will recall, I wrote to you on 18 September 2007 and again on 5 February 2008 
seeking up-to-date information on the position of negotiations on the implementation of 
Single Status agreements.  This followed on from the previous Finance Committee’s 
inquiry into the issue and correspondence from that Committee to COSLA asking for this 
information.   
 
Since I last wrote to you, I have received correspondence from Unison regarding Single 
Status and the Finance Committee discussed the issue at its meeting on 11 March 2008.  I 
attach a copy of the relevant extract from the official report of that meeting.  
 
As you will see from this, the Committee was extremely concerned that it had not received 
a response from COSLA and requested me to write to you again asking for a response 
within a month.  Therefore, I would ask for a response to this letter by Friday 18 April at 
the latest.   
 
I attach copies of previous letters sent by me and by the Convener of the Session 2 
Finance Committee, Des McNulty for your information. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you as soon as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Andrew Welsh MSP 
Convener 
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5 February 2008
 
Dear Pat 
 
Single Status Agreement 
 
As you will recall, the previous Finance Committee sought up-to-date information on 
the position of negotiations on individual Single Status agreements, following on from 
the publication of its inquiry report.  However, it did not receive a response.  The 
current committee agreed that I should write to you to follow-up on these issues and 
while we appreciated that some time had passed since the original correspondence 
was sent, we were seeking a response based on the original questions posed by the 
previous Finance Committee.  I wrote to you in this vein on 18 September 2007 but I 
have not received a response. 
 
When you gave evidence to the Committee on 4 December 2008 on the Draft 
Budget 2008-09, this matter was raised and you undertook to send information to the 
Committee.  We do not appear to have received anything and therefore I would be 
grateful for a response to my letter of 18 September as soon as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Andrew Welsh MSP 
Convener 
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18 September 2007
 
Dear Pat 
 
Session 2 Finance Committee Inquiry into the financial implications of the 
Single Status Agreement 
 
As you are aware, following publication of its inquiry report and discussions about 
the responses that it had received, the previous Finance Committee wrote to COSLA 
and to individual local authorities seeking information on the up-to-date position of 
negotiations on individual Single Status agreements. 
 
Specifically, the Committee asked local authorities which of three categories best 
described their current situation.  Those categories were: 
 

• Authorities which have presented final proposals (and within this group there 
are either active negotiations or the proposals are the subject of union 
membership ballots) 

 
• Authorities still developing their proposals (this includes having detailed 

discussions with the unions largely around the structure of the job evaluation 
scheme); and 

 
• Authorities which have not developed their proposals sufficiently to be able to 

have the detailed discussions outlined above. 
Additionally, authorities were asked whether they were intending to utilise and 
rationalise assets to provide additional monies to help offset the costs of Single 
Status and if so, whether this has resulted in monies being freed up and whether 
such monies are being directed towards Single Status. 
 

 



 

Finally, the Equal Opportunities Commission stated that it has written to all local 
authorities advising them that they would expect a gender impact assessment of job 
evaluation schemes to be carried out to ensure that further inequalities did not arise 
under the new schemes and authorities were asked whether they were intending to 
carry out such an assessment.   
 
In its letter to you, the Committee referred to a statement which had been made by 
COSLA that it had a “view to the implementation of single status within a clearly 
defined short to medium term timescale” and asked for clarification on this timescale. 
 
Most authorities which responded stated that COSLA would collate responses and 
send them to the Committee.  However, as noted in the previous Committee’s legacy 
paper, no response was received from COSLA. 
 
The previous Committee suggested in its legacy paper that the current Finance 
Committee may want to follow-up on these issues and the Committee has agreed 
that I should write to you. 
 
I appreciate that some time has passed since the original correspondence was sent, 
but as there would appear to be a number of areas where agreement has not been 
reached, the Committee would be grateful to receive a response based on the 
original questions posed by the previous Finance Committee.   
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Andrew Welsh MSP 
Convener 
 

 


