
SUBMISSION FROM WEST DUNBARTONSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
1. West Dunbartonshire Council supports the COSLA position on this Bill. 
Specifically, we believe that the Bill is much improved from its earlier versions 
and that, as a Council, we should have no significant difficulty in implementing 
the terms of the Bill, provided the Bill is not significantly amended during its 
journey through the Scottish Parliament. 
 
Rural Schools 
 
2. It is helpful that the Bill has been re-titled Schools (Consultation) Scotland 
Bill. Its previous title “The Safeguarding Rural Schools Bill” was misleading in 
that the terms of the Bill are far wider than this title suggests. 
 
3. In West Dunbartonshire there is only one rural school as defined by the 
Bill (Gartocharn Primary School). Although this is a small school it has a 
stable and sustainable roll and it is inconceivable that we would be 
contemplating closure of the school in the foreseeable future. 
 
4. The four legislative factors to which councils would have to “have regard” 
when taking a closure decision of a rural school are, in our view, merely 
illustrative of good practice. As such, it could be argued that it is unnecessary 
to enshrine them in legislation, since we would take into account all four 
factors when considering the closure of any school. Nevertheless, we do not 
believe that enshrining such good practice in legislation would cause us any 
particular difficulties. 
 
All schools 
 
5. The proposed changes to consultation procedures when considering 
closure of any school could also be seen as illustration of good practice. One 
of the more significant aspects of the changes is the extension of the statutory 
consultation period to six weeks during term time. We would have no difficulty 
complying with this requirement and indeed allowed over six weeks of 
consultation when we last proposed the amalgamation of two secondary 
schools. 
 
6. It could be argued that the involvement of HMIE in the process is 
unnecessary, given that we would have taken account of all relevant 
educational factors in recommending a school for closure. However, we have 
no objection in principle to this aspect of the Bill. 
 
Role of Ministers 
 
7. We welcome the proposed replacement of an automatic referral to 
ministers for consent if closure is proposed within certain parameters with a 
“call-in” system in which ministers would call-in decisions where councils had 
failed to  



 
• have significant regard to the requirements of the legislation 
• take proper account of material consideration relevant to 

decisions. 
 
8. Any council which had failed in either of these regards would certainly 
deserve to have their decisions scrutinised. 
 
9. Obviously, the intention is to make the process as transparent as possible 
and we welcome this aspect of the Bill. There is a risk that the new system 
could actively encourage objectors. It will therefore be essential for ministers 
to deal with call-ins in a transparent and consistent manner. 
 
10. Nevertheless, given the political imperative to ensure transparency, we 
are happy to support the new call-in system. 
 
Costs 
 
11. While the revised consultation procedures could involve some additional 
cost to the council, we are confident that any increase in costs would be small 
and that we would be able to cope with such increases within existing 
budgets. 
 
Conclusion 
 
12. West Dunbartonshire Council is happy to express support for the Bill in its 
current form and would hope that it will pass through Parliament without 
significant amendment. 
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