
SUBMISSION FROM SKILLS DEVELOPMENT SCOTLAND 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
1. Skills Development Scotland welcomes the opportunity to reply to the 
Schools (Consultation) Bill. 
 
2. We welcome the strengthening of the consultation role when considering 
the closure of individual schools. This is especially welcome in rural areas 
where the impact of school closures may have a considerable effect on local 
communities. 
 
3. The Bill also recommends a “call-in” process by ministers for closure 
decisions as a result of evidence presented through consultation. This right is 
appreciated and seen as a valuable recognition of the significance of the 
consultation process. Its flexibility and ability to respond quickly is an 
improvement to existing arrangements. 
 
4. Strategic and operational partnerships between Skills Development 
Scotland, each local authority and each individual school are vital to ensure 
that we are able to engage young learners and support these learners to 
make effective choices about their future learning and career paths. These 
partnerships are crucial to the delivery and achievement of objectives with 
each area Single outcome Agreement. 
 
5. The introduction of 16+ Learning Choices as part of the Curriculum for 
Excellence allows young people to consider a range of learning options 
beyond the age of 16. The Bill allows for more debate and discussion within 
local areas around the nature and quality of post 16 learning options. 
 
6. Local authorities, schools and other learning providers can be supported 
by Skills Development Scotland to enhance the variety and effectiveness of 
provision available. 
 
7. Skills Development Scotland has no evidence of being involved in any 
earlier decision regarding school closures. We welcome the opportunity for 
future engagement in any such decisions. 
 
8. Schools are the most significant providers of early learning opportunities 
for young people and as such hold a key role within the community. Schools 
are key providers of skills acquisition for individuals and work collectively with 
students, employers and other learning providers to support the skills 
utilisation of individuals in society. Schools set out the future of lifelong 
learning in any community, paving the way for continued learning and 
supporting transitions into different learning and working settings. It is 
important that Skills Development Scotland is able to contribute as part of the 
Community Planning Partnerships and to participate in any future decisions 
regarding future planning regarding educational provision. 
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