
SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH YOUTH PARLIAMENT 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
Background to SYP 
 
1. The Scottish Youth Parliament (SYP) is a non-party political organisation 
campaigning to highlight the voice of Scotland’s young people on a national 
and international stage. 
 
2. Involving young people from across Scotland, the parliament has four 
national sittings per year, across Scotland, as well as carrying out a range of 
consultations which allow the young people of Scotland to have an input to 
the key decisions which affect them. Officially inaugurated in 1999, the day 
before Scotland’s other Parliament(!), the SYP was created for and by young 
people with support from passionate youth workers. At the time of this 
response, we are now into our ninth full year of operation and are core-funded 
by the Scottish Government.  
 
3. One of the most unique features of the SYP, certainly within Europe, is 
that it is entirely youth led – no major decisions in the organisation are taken 
by anyone over the age of 25. Whilst we have a dedicated staff team who do 
much to advance the work of the SYP, their workload is set and managed by 
MSYPs and is guided by the wishes of the young people who make up the 
Scottish Youth Parliament. 
 
4. All Members of the Scottish Youth Parliament (MSYPs) give their time 
voluntarily and are supported in their work locally by local authorities and 
Voluntary Organisations—in some areas this works better than in others.  
 
Context of Response 
 
5. The SYP welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation. SYP 
opinion is based on the collected opinions of young people, with policy 
decisions made by our membership. 
 
6. The SYP held an interactive session at our national sitting in September 
2008 to coincide with the Scottish Government’s ‘Safeguarding our rural 
schools and improving school consultation procedures’ consultation which 
forms the basis for this Bill. This response is largely based on the views of 
MSYPs at that session, where a selection of the proposals were discussed 
and voted upon. 64 MSYPs took part, representing a variety of ages and 
backgrounds. There was a broadly proportional amount of members from 
rural and urban areas represented. 
 
Introduction 
 
7. We focussed the interactive session on the importance of schools to 
remote rural communities as well as three key elements of the Bill – the 
educational benefits statement, the school closure handling plan and the list 



of consultees required to be involved in the decision. We also examined 
proposals for a rural schools subsidy fund, as has been periodically 
suggested and which featured in the Scottish Government’s consultation 
document. This document presents the outcomes of those discussions in the 
context of the Schools (Consultations) (Scotland) Bill. 
 
Separate process for rural schools  
 
8. A clear majority of MSYPs taking part in the discussion (66.3%) felt that 
some rural communities could not survive without their local school, and that it 
would be appropriate for local authorities to take additional factors into 
account when considering a school closure proposal in a remote rural area. 
 
Educational Benefits Statement 
 
9. There was near-unanimous support for the idea that ‘a local authority 
wanting to close a rural school should produce a report to justify their 
decision.’ 90.5% of MSYPs were in favour of the proposal, with some surprise 
expressed that this was not already a legal requirement. 
 
School Closure Handling Plan 
 
10. The decision-making process was examined in our discussions, with 
MSYPs looking at the role of local authorities, the Scottish Government and 
HMIE. The majority view was that decisions to close schools should be made 
by all three bodies working together, with 58% of MSYPs favouring this over 
any one of the three taking the decision in isolation. The proposals contained 
in the Bill match this spirit of joint working, and consequently meet with our 
support. 
 
List of Consultees 
 
11. There was a strong feeling at the national sitting that anyone who lives in 
the catchment area of a school should be invited to take part in the 
consultation on its potential closure. This is particularly important in remote 
rural areas, where the school is often at the heart of the community. 
 
12. Of particular importance to the SYP is that school pupils are included in 
the list of people who should be consulted. At the heart of our work is the 
firmly held belief that young people should be involved in the process of 
making all decisions that directly affect them. The addition of school pupils to 
the list is the highlight of this Bill for our organisation, and its significance is 
not to be underestimated. 
 
13. The SYP do however have concerns about the wording of the Bill, which 
leaves decisions on the involvement of pupils on the basis of age and maturity 
to the relevant education authority. While we accept that there are school 
pupils that may be too young or otherwise unable to make an informed 
decision on this subject, we feel that with 32 different education authorities in 



Scotland there is the potential for many different interpretations of what ‘a 
suitable age and maturity’ is.  
 
14. We would strongly urge that a set of national guidelines are produced for 
determining which pupils should be consulted when their school is threatened 
with closure with a presumption that they should be unless the case can be 
made for their exclusion from the process. 
 
Rural Schools Subsidy Fund 
 
15. In the Scottish Government’s consultation the question of a specific fund 
to subsidise schools in remote rural areas was raised, although this point is 
absent from the emerging Bill. At our sitting in September there was more 
support for rural schools being funded in the same way as urban schools 
(45.3% of MSYPs) than those that felt that special funding should be made 
available to keep under capacity rural schools open (32.8%). Based on this, 
we would caution against a rural schools subsidy fund being added to the Bill. 
 
Summary of Recommendations 
 
16. Based on the views of our membership, the Scottish Youth Parliament 
supports the Bill’s proposals pertaining to: 
 

• The educational benefits statement 
 

• The school closures handling plan, including the special 
considerations for schools in remote rural areas 

 
• The expansion of the list of required consultees, particularly the 

addition of school pupils to the list 
 
17. The SYP urges the Scottish Parliament to consider: 
 

• requiring national guidelines to be produced relating to the 
suitability of school pupils to be consulted based on age and 
maturity grounds 

 
• all residents from the school catchment area to be involved in 

the consultation, particularly in remote rural areas 
 
18. The SYP does not support: 
 

• The creation of a rural schools subsidy fund 
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