
SUBMISSION FROM SCOTTISH NATURAL HERITAGE 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
1. Thank you for inviting Scottish Natural Heritage (SNH) to submit written 
evidence to assist the Education, Lifelong Learning and Culture Committee’s 
scrutiny of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill.  
 
2. SNH was set up under the Natural Heritage (Scotland) Act 1991 to secure 
the conservation, enhancement, public enjoyment and understanding of the 
natural heritage in Scotland. Whilst we feel that the debate about school 
closures raises issues that extend well beyond SNH’s remit and expertise, it 
does have a significant environmental dimension to which we would like to 
draw attention.  
 
3. This relates primarily to the implications for greenhouse gas emissions 
and thus for climate change agenda. One of the key strategic objectives of the 
National Transport Strategy is to reduce transport related emissions in 
Scotland. It is accordingly important to include an assessment of the likely 
impact of any closure on transport use, and especially transport emissions, as 
part of the decision making process. These include the increased road traffic 
arising if children have to travel longer distances to and from school, whether 
by car or public transport. Although safety and health issues are beyond our 
competence, we note that lengthier journeys to school could well have 
consequences in these respects also. 
 
4. Similarly, it is important to consider the likely net effect of any closure on 
energy consumption within the educational property portfolio. Any net savings 
achieved would help to offset the increases likely to arise from increased 
travelling distances. And certainly relative energy efficiency is a significant 
factor to be taken into account in deciding which schools should be selected 
for closure.  
 
5. The nature of SNH’s responsibilities also gives us a particular insight into 
the circumstances of rural communities. Local schools help to provide a focus 
for these, as indeed they do for others in more urban surroundings. If they are 
lost, the sustainability of the whole community can be significantly eroded. 
This is especially true where schools host groups, events and social activities 
other than children and children's formal education. These can range from 
adult education community groups and sports clubs to public meetings, and 
often include events with an environmental focus. In short, school facilities 
provide a locus for all sorts of activities that do not otherwise have a 'home', 
especially in more sparsely populated areas. 
 
6. Once again, SNH thanks for inviting our views on this important matter.   
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