
SUBMISSION FROM INVERCLDYE COUNCIL 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
General 
 
1. Inverclyde Council has previously responded through the consultation 
process and is pleased that a number of the issues raised by the council have 
been taken into account. We feel that this Bill as it now stands is practical and 
will be able to be administered and delivered by local authorities. 
 
Specific 
 
2. We support the view that local authorities should have regard to certain 
matters before they can proceed to consultation on any school – not just a 
rural school. 
 
3. We do not feel that the four factors outlined in the Bill would be unfair 
or detrimental to rural schools. These factors reflect good practice and should 
be part of any comprehensive consultation process. 
 
4. We found the proposed definitions of rural school to be clear and 
helpful. 
 
5. We would support the recommendation that local authorities set out the 
educational benefits of a school closure programme as part of the 
consultation. Authorities should be allowed to customise this statement to suit 
local needs.  
 
6. In terms of the ministerial referral, we would prefer decisions to be 
taken locally and feel this would be in keeping with the spirit of the concordat. 
However if this were not to prove feasible we would support the end of 
automatic referral but with a ministerial right to intervene if due process had 
not been adhered to by local authorities 
 
7. In terms of finance, do not see any major impact on local authority 
budgets in implementing new legislation, as it stands, in this area. 
 
Conclusion 
 
8. While we broadly support the Bill in its present form and think it reflects 
current good practice and can be delivered by local authorities, we would not 
want to see the local accountability, that the Bill allows, undermined by any 
amendments. 
 
9. We are happy for our submission to be put forward but do not wish to 
give oral evidence. 
 
Albert Henderson 
Head of Schools 
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