
 
SUBMISSION FROM FÈISEAN NAN GÀIDHEAL 

 
Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 

 
Background to Fèisean nan Gàidheal 
 
1. Fèisean nan Gàidheal’s aim is to make Gaelic arts, language and 
culture more accessible and more widely appreciated through the support 
and development of around 45 community based tuition Fèisean, primarily for 
young people, which take place throughout Scotland. It is an independent 
organisation supporting tuition in Gaelic song, Gaelic drama, Gaelic 
language, traditional music and dance to over 6,000 young people annually.  
 
2. Fèisean nan Gàidheal is also involved in providing traditional music 
tuition in schools through the Scottish Government’s Youth Music Initiative, 
and in 2008-09 over 6,200 pupils in primary schools within the Highland 
Council and East Lothian Council areas benefited from this. We operate 
Meanbh-Chuileag, the only Gaelic theatre-in-education service which, 
although it is part-time due to funding constraints, nevertheless manages to 
offer a drama experience to around 2,300 school pupils annually. Fèisean 
nan Gàidheal also runs the Blas Festival in partnership with the Highland 
Council and the Promoters’ Arts Network which, in 2008, attracted an 
audience of nearly 9,500 people to over 70 events across the Highlands. 
Cèilidh Trails, organised by seven Fèisean, reach an audience of nearly 
10,000 people during the summer months. 
 
3. Our funding comes principally from the Scottish Arts Council, 
Highlands and Islands Enterprise, The Highland Council and Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig. Other funders contribute to our work in a more limited way, or on a 
project-by-project basis, including Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Argyll and Bute 
Council, Western Isles, the Cairngorms National Park, European Social Fund, 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and so forth. 
 
4. An economic impact assessment of Fèisean nan Gàidheal, carried out 
on behalf of Highlands and Islands Enterprise in 2006, showed that our work 
supported over 60 FTE posts, and our turnover in 2007-08 was in the region 
of £1.465m. 
 
5. Our objectives are to: 
 
• provide support, including finance, for the development of individual 

Fèisean, promoting excellent working practices, and developing their 
range of activities 

• develop the use of the Gaelic language within the Fèis movement, 
developing the spoken word as a means of communication and medium 
for tuition, according to the needs of the community each Fèis serves 

• develop the work of the Fèisean within the formal education sector 
• deliver strategic projects and contract work, with partners, carried out by 

Fèisean nan Gàidheal and individual Fèisean 
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• develop training to enhance the skills of those involved in Fèisean and 
promote excellence within the Fèis movement 

• continue to foster closer links between Fèisean, other organisations and 
other countries, and raise the profile of the Fèis movement through 
enhanced PR and showcase opportunities 

 
6. While Fèisean nan Gàidheal exists first and foremost to offer a range 
of useful services to its member Fèisean, we are also involved in strategic 
projects that benefit the Fèisean consistent with our aims and objectives. 
 
7. Fèisean nan Gàidheal is a key partner in the Gaelic Arts Strategic 
Development (GASD) group which has developed a National Gaelic Arts 
Strategy. Another key project currently under development is a Fèis 
Academy, in partnership with the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and 
Drama, the University of the Highlands and Islands and Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. 
 
8. Last year, Fèisean nan Gaidheal was commissioned by Highland 2007 
to produce a new work for the finale to an event in Eden Court Theatre 
marking the end of the Highland Year of Culture. ‘Dealbh Dùthcha’ (Portrait of 
a Country) featured 27 young people from Fèisean all over the Highlands and 
Islands playing new music and songs commissioned from Skye based 
composer, Blair Douglas. It incorporated several elements of Highland culture 
- traditional music, Gaelic song, step dance and images of Highland 
landscapes and people - and was performed in Liverpool as Scotland’s sole 
contribution to the Liverpool 2008: European City of Culture celebrations.   
 
General comments on the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
9. Fèisean nan Gàidheal welcomes the general principles of the Schools 
(Consultation) (Scotland) Bill. Working, as we do, with communities across 
Scotland, we also welcome the emphasis on rural schools, and the inclusion 
of Bòrd na Gàidhlig as a body to be consulted in the event of a change in 
provision that would affect Gaelic education. We believe this is a role the 
Bòrd should have. 
 
10. As an organisation that has a strong Gaelic language element to what 
we do, although we are concerned largely with informal education, through 
our Youth Music Initiative work for the Highland Council we do work regularly 
with Gaelic medium units and the only Gaelic school in the region. We offer 
tuition through the medium of Gaelic to such schools, and are convinced of 
the need for more dedicated Gaelic schools so that more pupils can benefit 
from the opportunities for acquisition of the Gaelic language that such 
schools offer. Fèisean nan Gàidheal believes that Gaelic schools are an 
essential step in the revival of Gaelic and that more dedicated Gaelic schools 
are needed, and quickly, in order to increase numbers of Gaelic speakers. 
 
11. Fèisean nan Gàidheal welcomes the commitment shown already by 
some local authorities to agree to progress the development of dedicated 
Gaelic schools. In particular, the agreement to develop schools in Portree 
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and Fort William as a result of a commitment made within the Gaelic 
Language Plan of the Highland Council was a very welcome development. 
 
12. We are also aware of parental demand in Barra and Edinburgh for 
such schools to be established, and we strongly believe that Comhairle nan 
Eilean Siar should move towards Gaelic medium education as the norm, as 
promised within its Gaelic Language Plan. Recent research among parents in 
the Western Isles points to significant demand for the designation of certain 
schools in the Western Isles as Gaelic schools. 
 
Proposed amendment 
 
13. While warmly welcoming the general provisions of the Bill, there is an 
area where we feel the place of Gaelic could be strengthened. We firmly 
believe that where there is a significant percentage, perhaps 25% or above, 
of pupils in a school currently receiving Gaelic education [using the definition 
of such given in the Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005] and where there is 
strong parental support evident for the establishment of a dedicated Gaelic 
school, Scottish Ministers should have the power to instruct a council to 
initiate consultation on altering the status of that school to that of a Gaelic 
school. 
 
14. This would give ministers the opportunity to ensure that Gaelic 
medium education is progressed and would be consistent with one of the 
Scottish Government’s pre-election commitments to “ensure that there is a 
legally enforceable right to Gaelic medium primary education where 
reasonable demand exists”. It would also, in our view, be within the spirit of 
this Bill and would ensure that councils do not miss opportunities to progress 
Gaelic education and increase the number of Gaelic speakers, an aim shared 
by all parties during a recent parliamentary debate on Gaelic education. 
 
Catriona MacIntyre 
Fèisean nan Gàidheal Chair 
April 2009 
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