
SUBMISSION FROM EAST RENFREWSHIRE COUNCIL 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
1. It is noted that COSLA and ADES have worked closely with the Scottish 
Government on the development of the Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill.  
 
2. East Renfrewshire Council supports the general principles of the Bill 
recognising that it seeks to modernise the consultation process applicable in 
all cases of school closure and other proposals affecting schools such as 
relocation, and varying the arrangement for the transfer of pupils from a 
primary to a secondary school. 
 
3. It is considered that the procedures merely formalise in legislation existing 
practice that any public body should be following in terms of transparency, 
fairness and accountability. The provision to require that authorities provide a 
statement of educational benefits for each proposal is again something that 
should be undertaken as a matter of course and does not present any 
difficulties. It is noted that as part of the new process HMIE must comment on 
all cases of school closure and other proposals affecting schools; their role 
being to consider the educational aspects of an authority’s proposal. Whilst 
there is no difficulty with this, we should be mindful that no doubt there may 
be interest expressed by some in comparing the individual schools concerned 
HMIE reports and the HMIE report on the proposal’s educational benefits 
statement/consultation, even although the reports have been undertaken at 
different times and for differing purposes - despite the objective of HMIE to 
comment of educational benefits and areas for improvement.   
 
4. The procedure to replace the automatic referral system to ministers on all 
school closures and changes of site or catchment area, with a ministerial call 
–in power only in relation to school closures where there have apparently 
been failures in the consultation or decision making processes is welcome. It 
is important that the Bill, whilst recognising the specific circumstances of rural 
schools, does not regard rural schools significantly different from other 
schools which may adversely affect a local authority’s ability to manage 
effectively its school estate to deliver excellent educational outcomes and 
experiences for the benefit all children, young people, staff and the wider 
community. 
 
5. The policy memorandum and financial memorandum that accompanied 
the Bill were very useful. 
 
 
Fiona Morrison 
Head of Education Services 
(School Performance and Provision) 
09 April 2009 
 


