
SUBMISSION FROM COMANN NAM PẦRANT 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 

1. I write to request that you consider the following evidence from Comann 
nam Pàrant Dhùn Èideann and Lodain, the group representing parents of 
children in Gaelic medium education in Edinburgh and the Lothians, in the 
consultation on the above Bill. 
 
2. We urge the Scottish Parliament to make stronger provision in the Bill to 
ensure that: 
 
• where relevant, local authority consultations presume in favour of Gaelic 

schools (as opposed to Gaelic units), and  
 

• local authority consultations presume in favour of substantial Gaelic-
medium secondary provision where this is a factor. 

 
3. This is needed in the above Bill because the track record of local authority 
consultations in recent years has not done nearly as much as it should to help 
develop Gaelic medium education, or to move closer to achieving the targets 
set out in the national Gaelic language plan. 
 
4. Without much more robust support for the growth of Gaelic medium 
education, and this with some urgency, we cannot see how the future of the 
Gaelic language, which remains extremely fragile, can be assured. 
 
5. The highly successful development of Gaelic medium education in 
Glasgow shows what can be done, but this is unlikely to occur generally 
without strong, meaningful measures allowing the Scottish Government to 
ensure that other local authorities adopt a similar approach. 
 
6. In general, we feel strongly that: 
 
• The Scottish Government must acquire powers to require local authorities 

to provide Gaelic schools where there is a benefit 
 
• The Scottish Government must be able to ensure that local authorities 

provide improved levels of secondary Gaelic medium provision 
 
7. Appropriate provision within this Bill is a vital part of achieving this. 
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