
SUBMISSION FROM THE CATHOLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
Background note 
 
1. The Catholic Education Commission advises the Catholic Bishops of 
Scotland on all matters relating to Catholic education in Scotland. Its 
members represent the eight dioceses of the Catholic Church in Scotland, as 
well various groups with an interest in Catholic education. The business of the 
Commission is administered by the Scottish Catholic Education Service. 
 
Consultation on the Bill 
 
2. In general we are satisfied with the consultation carried out on this Bill by 
the Scottish Government. Prior to the formal consultation process, we were 
able to speak to officials to offer our perspective on certain issues which were 
likely to be covered by any revised legislation. We were given a fair and 
sensitive hearing on all such occasions. 
 
3. During the consultation, prior to the introduction of the Bill, we were able 
to seek further clarification from the Scottish Government on particular issues 
and this helped to inform our response to consultation. 
 
General principles of the Bill 
 
4. In broad terms we are satisfied that this Bill should serve a useful function 
in providing parents and communities with important assurances and 
safeguards relating to the consultation procedures for school closures and 
other proposals affecting schools. We believe that it should lead to better and 
more consistent processes being followed by local authorities across 
Scotland.  
 
5. We take the view that any proposal to close a school - rural or urban - 
requires the most careful consideration by a local authority, with special 
regard being given to the potential impact on the lives of children and families 
in the local community, and not merely to considerations of finance. 
 
6. We are glad to note that the current statutory safeguards in relation to the 
proposed closure of a denominational school have been retained. 
 
Specific aspects of the Bill 
 
7. We are content that the Catholic Church will be regarded as a “mandatory 
consultee” during consultation on any proposal relating to a Catholic school. 
This reflects the current statutory requirement. 
 
8. We are content with the proposals to require a local authority to publish 
an “educational benefits statement” and to publish a consultation report 



(which will include the HMIE report in full) following the end of the 
consultation. 
 
9. We support the introduction of a power for ministers to call in a closure 
decision in certain circumstances, believing that this will provide reassurance 
to local communities that unjust or flawed decisions will be reviewed 
impartially. 
 
10. We also support the retention of the present statutory requirement for a 
local authority to obtain the consent of ministers before implementing a 
proposal to close a denominational school. 
 
11. However, we are concerned that, in terms of paragraphs 22 and 41 of the 
Bill's policy memorandum, it would seem that the role of ministers would be 
restricted to consideration of "procedural failures" and not to the overall merits 
of any closure proposal. This would seem to undermine the Bill's stated 
objective of providing "reassurance" to communities. 
 
12. In this connection, we would favour HMIE being required to seek the 
views of Church authorities when preparing their report on the educational 
aspects of any proposal to close a Catholic school. 
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Director 
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