
SUBMISSION FROM ALLAN CAMPBELL 
 

Schools (Consultation) (Scotland) Bill 
 
1. As a Gaelic speaker and user who has campaigned for Gaelic language 
development for the past thirty years, I am grateful for the opportunity to make 
a personal submission to the public consultation on the above Bill. 
 
2. The Scottish Government made a significant and extremely important 
commitment to Gaelic in passing and commencing implementation of the 
Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005, introducing the first ever National Plan 
for Gaelic and requiring public authorities in Scotland to bring forward and 
implement Gaelic language plans. This was a welcome recognition of the 
status of Gaelic as a part of Scotland’s national heritage and, in beginning to 
give Gaelic equal respect with English in the delivery of public services, it will 
increasingly enable users of Gaelic to receive these services in their own 
language for the first time ever. 
 
3. Language planners worldwide recognise that the delivery of education 
through the medium of minority languages is a fundamental component in the 
revitalisation and development of these languages, and the National Plan for 
Gaelic rightly stresses that Gaelic medium education is a key priority for the 
future of the language. Where decades of education policy indifference to 
Gaelic is to be reversed, and at a time when education authorities are facing 
budgetary pressures, it is critical for the successful realisation of the 
aspirations of the Gaelic Act that, where the majority of parents so wish, 
schools should be designated as Gaelic Schools. 
 
4. As parent power is not always sufficient in itself, it is important that 
Scottish Ministers should have powers to enforce local authorities to make 
such designations and to require authorities to enable the delivery of 
education in an environment which complements the increasing use of Gaelic 
in the home, the community, and the place of work.  
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