
SUBMISSION FROM GILLIAN TAYLOR 
 
1. I wish to provide evidence in support of a Scottish autism bill.   
 
2. I am the mother of a young teenage son who has Asperger’s Syndrome. 

My son contemplated suicide at the age of 12 as a result of his 
experience in mainstream education.   

 
3. He is now in specialist schooling, which is funded by our local council, 

which I am grateful for, and is now happy, and receiving an education 
which he can access.   

 
4. This is the first time in the six years since we returned to live in the UK 

that I have felt that my son has been safe at school and that his 
condition is not being made worse by his attending school. 

 
5. At present it is a postcode lottery as to what schooling experience a child 

with an autistic spectrum disorder (ASD) has. 
 
6. Achieving this happy outcome has been traumatic, exhausting and 

upsetting. It has only been possible with the support our GP, 
psychiatrists, psychologists, certain well meaning staff at school who 
were prepared to stick their neck out, the National Autistic Society, 
lawyers, and being put in contact with other parents “who had fought the 
good fight” and advised what to do next.   

 
7. It has also cost time and money, and has been dependent on having the 

confidence and ability to stand up for my child. I have spoken to several 
parents who are so ground down by tackling the system, that they can’t 
do it anymore. 

 
8. We need a Bill so that every child is “stood up for”, and every child has a 

happy ending in an education they can access, in an environment which 
does not make them ill. 

 
9. My son was excluded on four separate occasions from mainstream 

schooling, all situations when it was clear that he could not cope in the 
environment he was in. We appealed all four and had three quashed 
before they went to appeal.   

 
10. On the occasion we went to appeal, we lost. The decision being that my 

son was adequately supported by the school. At this time my son was 
talking of suicide and too upset and frightened to back to ”that” school.  If 
my son was adequately supported, why was he unable to attend school? 

 
11. How many other children are being denied an education because their 

ASD disability means that they can’t cope in the environment in which 
they are placed?  At present the situation seems to be that we expect 
children with ASD to fit in to this standardised system. Children with ASD 
are treated like square pegs, and these square pegs are forced to fit in 
the round holes until they splinter. 



 
12. My son is now at a school, which truly understands ASD, and how he is 

affected. The contrast between it and his mainstream school is vast. 
 
13. Overall, my experience is that teachers within the mainstream schools 

know so little about autism that they have no idea how much they do not 
know.  If the intention is to “include” then there has to be sufficient 
training for staff. It is unbelievable that teachers are not required to 
receive training and education in autism, despite it being likely that they 
are expected to teach children with autism. 

 
14. Ignoring compassion, what is fair, and what is our moral responsibility to 

look after those less fortunate than ourselves, surely on the basis of 
straight economics, it makes sense to get things right at the very 
beginning. 

 
15. To do this we need to be able to diagnose when a child has an ASD. 

Again this is a lottery.  My son was diagnosed with autism in the USA at 
the age of six. On returning from the USA, we were told by the head 
teacher that she knew autism, and he was not autistic. We were told that 
we had bought his diagnosis when his clinical psychologist confirmed it. 
We were then told by our local hospital that he was not autistic.   

 
16. Eventually he was referred to the only level-four National Autistic 

Diagnostic Centre in Scotland, where we were told he was textbook 
Asperger’s and the most obvious case they had ever seen. 

 
17. The doctors’ advice was key – find doctors who have an interest and real 

understanding and listen only to them. How many children with ASD 
never get that far?  We need to identify the number of people with 
autism, but before we can count, a correct diagnosis is needed by skilled 
professionals. 
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