
 

SUBMISSION FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW – 23 NOVEMBER 2007 

Graduate Endowment Abolition (Scotland) Bill 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposal to abolish the Graduate Endowment. 
We were happy to endorse the key proposal in the Bill in the terms set out in the response 
submitted by Universities Scotland to the Higher Education and Support Division in August during 
initial consultation. Our position remains the same and I enclose (see Annex below) a copy of the 
Universities Scotland statement made at that time. 
 
We note that the accompanying policy memorandum affirms that this development will have no 
implications for university funding in Scotland, and we set considerable store by that assurance. 
We shall be considering separately within the higher education sector and in discussion with the 
Scottish Government how the funding of Scottish universities can be secured to maintain their 
competitive position within the UK and abroad. 
 
 
 

ANNEX 
 
Universities Scotland’s response to the donsultation on the proposed abolition of the 
graduate endowment fee  
 
Universities Scotland welcomes the opportunity to respond to the consultation on the proposed 
abolition of the graduate endowment fee.  
 
Universities Scotland supports the abolition of the graduate endowment fee, which will benefit the 
majority of our full-time undergraduate students.  It is important, however, that this should not be at 
the expense of the resources available for investment in Scotland’s higher education institutions, 
which must be funded at a level which enables them to provide their students with a learning 
experience which matches the best international standards. Universities Scotland therefore 
particularly welcomes the statement given in the consultation document that there “will be no 
implications for university funding, which will continue to come from existing budgets”.  As 
highlighted in the Spending Review case recently submitted by Universities Scotland, substantial 
additional investment in Scottish higher education institutions is required to enable them to 
continue to provide an excellent learning experience for their students, and to enhance the high 
quality teaching and research which make such vital contributions to Scotland’s economy, society 
and culture.   
 

 


