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Should you wish to submit a public petition for consideration by the Public 
Petitions Committee please refer to the guidance leaflet How to submit a 
public petition  and the Guidance Notes at the back of this form. 
 
1. NAME OF PRINCIPAL PETITIONER 
Nick Henderson 
 
2. TEXT OF PETITION 
Petition by Nick Henderson, on behalf of LGBT Network, calling on the 
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to amend the Marriage 
(Scotland) Act 1977 to allow two persons of the same sex to register a civil 
marriage and a religious marriage if the relevant religious body consents. 

3. ACTION TAKEN TO RESOLVE ISSUES OF CONCERN BEFORE 
SUBMITTING THE PETITION 
The LGBT Network have contacted a number of MP's and policy makers to 
obtain support and direction to the amendment of the said Act. We have 
written to a number of peers and pointed out that we are not happy about the 
act and how LGBT persons are treated under the Act. 

4. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
The Civil Partnership Act of 2004  was passed by Westminster for the whole 
of the UK. The Scottish Executive consented to Westminster legislating a 
Scottish section within the Act. When a Civil Partnership is registered, the law 
mandates that it is performed in a secular manner. Therefore gay people of 
faith whose religion may wish to celebrate their marriage are not allowed to 
have that done. Nor does the Act offer any provision for a ceremony to be 
held when the partnership is signed, as opposed to marriage where words 
have to be spoken as well as the register signed. 
The Scottish Parliament was founded on the value of equality; that every 
citizen is entitled to the same rights as all others, and to be respected and 
protected by the government we elect. Although the Civil Partnership Act was 
and is groundbreaking, the status quo remains that there is one law for 
straight couples and another law for gay couples. The fact that they have 
equal status does not detract from the fact that they are separate and 
different. If we truly believe in equality; if we actually want to live in a society 
where citizens are treated the same no matter what their sexuality, then 
allowing separate but equal to remain the law of the land simply cannot stand. 
The era of discrimination and segregation based on the colour of a persons’ 
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skin began to be dismantled with the US Supreme Court ruling that “separate 
but equal is inherently unequal.”   
Yet more than 50 years later, we are still denied access to the basic institution 
of marriage in the UK. Instead we have been given something that although is 
considered equal under the law, is also considered separate. A gay couple 
that is legally married in Spain or South Africa has thier marriage changed to 
a civil partnership when they come to the UK. A British couple went to the 
High Court in 2006, seeking to have their legally valid Canadian marriage 
recognised as such under UK law, just as heterosexual marriages are 
recognised no matter where they are performed in the world. Sir Mark Potter, 
the High Court Judge rejected their plea in Wilkinson v. Kitzinger . In his 
judgement he stated how civil partnerships were indeed different from 
marriage, and that the government, in denying gay couples the right to marry, 
was engaging in a legitimate attempt to protect marriage and family life. He 
also effectively fined the couple £25,000 by making them pay the 
governments legal costs.  
 
5. DO YOU WISH YOUR PETITION TO BE HOSTED ON THE 
PARLIAMENT’S WEBSITE AS AN E-PETITION? 
 
YES      YES                                                            NO                   
 
CLOSING DATE 
10/03/09 
 
COMMENTS TO STIMULATE ON-LINE DISCUSSION 
This proposed amendment is key in the ongoing progress of our society to 
one that does not discriminate on the basis of their sexuality. The Civil 
Partnership law, although a giant leap forward, places gay couples in one 
category and straight couples in another. This separate but equal status quo 
is inherently unequal. Marriage is the strongest word we have for two people 
who wish to commit fully to one another, and with that word comes an array of 
personal, social and spiritual meaning.  
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