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PREFACE 

This document is the Non-Technical Summary of the addendum Environmental 
Statement for the Waverley Railway (Scotland) Bill, dealing with Stow Station.  It has 
been prepared by Environmental Resources Management (ERM) on behalf of Scottish 
Borders Council to satisfy rule 9A.2.3(c)(iii) of the Parliament’s Standing Orders.  It 
describes the background to Stow Station, the scheme design and the way in which the 
EIA was carried out.  It also gives a summary of predicted environmental impacts, 
together with the measures which will be implemented to ensure that these are kept to 
a minimum. 
 
It summarises the results of an assessment of the environmental impacts of the 
proposals.  A more detailed discussion can be found within the addendum ES. 
 
Full copies of the Environmental Statement (ES) can be inspected at  
 
Dalkeith Library Galashiels Library Peebles Library 
White Hart Street Lawyers Brae  High Street 
Dalkeith     Galashiels   Peebles 
EH22 1AE    TD1 3JQ   EH45 8AG 
 
Copies of the ES can be purchased at a cost of £15 (plus £5 P & P if applicable) from 
Philippa Gilhooly, Policy & Programme Engineer, Transport & Environmental 
Standards, Scottish Borders Council, Council Headquarters, Newton St Boswells, 
Melrose, TD6 0SA. 
 
Further copies of this Non-Technical Summary are at a price of £2 (plus £1 P & P) 
also from Philippa Gilhooly, address as above. 
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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY 

INTRODUCTION 

Scottish Borders Council is the Promoter of a Private Bill (supported by Midlothian 
Council and City of Edinburgh Council) submitted to the Scottish Parliament for the 
Waverley Railway (Scotland) Bill, a proposed railway line between Edinburgh 
(Newcraighall) and Tweedbank (Central Borders).  An Environmental Statement (ES) 
has been published in September 2003 by Environmental Resources Management 
(ERM) and was presented to the Scottish Parliament.   
 
The Waverley Railway (Scotland) Bill Committee’s Preliminary Stage Report stated 
the Committee’s in principle support for the provision of a station at Stow route for 
social inclusion reasons.  Following that Report an addendum ES has been prepared 
by (ERM) which provides an assessment on the environmental impacts related to the 
provision of a station at Stow.  
 
European legislation (EC Directive 85/337/EEC as amended by EC Directive 
97/11/EC) provides the framework for the EIA.  In Scotland, this is transposed into 
domestic law for development projects authorised under planning legislation through 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 1999, as amended by 
the Environmental Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations 2002 (SSI 20002/324) 
(“the EIA Regulations”).  The requirements of the EIA Regulations are applied to the 
procedures for Scottish Private Bills authorising works by virtue of Rule 9A.2.3(c)(iii) 
of the Standing Orders of the Scottish Parliament and the Presiding Officer’s 
determinations as set out in Annexes K to N to the Parliament’s Guidance on Private 
Bills. 
 
 
THE SCHEME AND ITS OBJECTIVES 

Stow is located on the A7 and along on the line of the proposed railway between the 
towns of Galashiels and Gorebridge.  It has a population of 596.  Lauder, with a 
population of 1,112 lies within 8 km of Stow and is forecast to receive approximately 
190 new houses.  House building is also taking place in Stow, with 50 new houses 
expected by 2011.  This would lead to increased patronage of the station.  Stow could 
also be potentially convenient for residents of Clovenfords (population 421 and 9 km 
from Stow), Fountainhall (population 101 and 8 km from Stow) and northern 
Galashiels (9 km from Stow).   
 
A station at Stow would also allow easy access to the village and surroundings for 
tourists arriving by rail  These would be attracted by the area’s cultural heritage and 
opportunities for walking and cycling, thus enhancing the area’s economy. 
 
A station at Stow could potentially deliver economic and social benefits to Stow and 
the wider community as part of the railway’s overall objective of regenerating the 
Region, referred to in Section 2.1 of the ES. 
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The station location is at the former station site, which will accommodate the new 
double track alignment, side platforms and a 42 space car park, sharing the existing 
access road to the primary school.  Two additional disabled user vehicle spaces, a 
platform shelter and a bicycle rack will be provided.  Both platforms will have access 
ramps (1 in 20 gradient) and stairs.  The car park is situated on the site of the former 
station house which will require demolition for the construction of the railway itself.   
 
The proposed Stow Station is in accordance with national transport policies and with 
regional policies, which seek to encourage more sustainable and integrated forms of 
transport.  The importance of, and requirement for, improved public transport is 
recognised at both national and regional level due to the opportunities it offers as a 
mechanism for further integration within and between different types of transport.  As 
such, improved public transport promotes more sustainable travel choices and hence 
can make a major contribution to reducing the public’s dependence on the motor car.   
 
 
ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The proposed station at Stow is on the site of the original railway.  The Waverley line 
was closed in 1969 and the tracks removed in the early 1970s.  Since that time much 
of the track bed has reverted to semi-natural vegetation, predominantly neutral 
grassland developing on the basic slag ballast of the former trackway.  The cutting 
slopes have remained unmanaged except locally where these have been incorporated 
into adjacent pastures or have been planted with trees.  Figure 1 shows the 
environmental designations. 
 
The landscape can be described as ‘lowland river valleys’.  These are characterised by a 
meandering river prominent in valley floor and frequent valley-side woodlands.  
Landforms and woodland limits views, but much of the countryside is very open, with 
rolling hills providing elevated, longer distance views.  Residential viewers in the area 
are scattered, but are accustomed to a rural outlook.   
 
 
ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED 

Two locations for the station at Stow have been considered, one on the site of the 
original station (the preferred scheme) and one to the north of the existing road bridge.   
 
An Options Appraisal Report has been prepared to examine the environmental 
implications of the options and to review their performance in relation to the Scottish 
Executive’s Scottish Transport Appraisal Guidance objective for the environment.  
These locations were identified due to availability of land, engineering suitability and 
environmental impact, community support, location in relation to the centre of the 
village.   
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ASSESSING THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS  

The EIA has been carried out in accordance with the EIA Regulations.  The key 
objectives of the assessment have been broadly to: 
 
• establish and review the existing environmental conditions of the site; 
 
• identify and assess the environmental effects of the activities involved in the 

construction and operation of the scheme; 
 
• develop measures that will be taken to remove, minimise or reduce these effects to 

acceptable levels; and 
 
• describe the residual effects of the scheme (ie those effects that remain after 

mitigation has been applied). 
 
The EIA can be seen as part of the process of design evolution, through the continuous 
collection of information, assessing effects, investigating mitigation and feeding back 
into the design.  In order to ensure that environmental issues have been given full 
consideration, the Local Authorities have been consulted about the scope and content 
of the addendum ES. 
 
As a result, the following environmental topics have been addressed: 
 
• noise and vibration; 
• traffic and transport; 
• ecology and nature conservation; 
• cultural heritage; 
• landscape and visual impacts; 
• water resources; and 
• soils and geology. 
 
The types of impact arising during construction and operation have been considered 
separately. 
 
 
CONSULTATION 

Consultation is an important part of assessing and understanding the environmental 
effects of a scheme.  Consultation was undertaken to ensure that statutory 
organisations were given the opportunity to express an opinion on the two potential 
station locations.   The following statutory bodies were contacted: Historic Scotland, 
Scottish Environmental Protection Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage, Midlothian 
Council and Scottish Borders Council. 
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HOW WE PROPOSE TO DEAL WITH THE POTENTIAL IMPACT OF CONSTRUCTING 
STOW STATION 

It is expected that the construction of Stow Station will take approximately six 
months.  The Waverley railway is expected to open in 2008, and construction of the 
new stations and car parks will be started about six months before the route-wide 
construction completion date occurs.   
 
It is envisaged that most construction impacts will be controlled by adherence to a 
Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) (included within Annex D of the 
Environmental Statement).  The draft CoCP prepared for the station will continue to 
be developed through discussions with the Local Authorities and other appropriate 
statutory bodies.  The draft represents a minimum level of mitigation to which the 
Waverley Railway Project is committed.   
 
The CoCP sets out the measures which will be undertaken by the Construction 
Contractor to ensure site safety and good site practice with regard to the environment 
during construction works. 
 
The CoCP contains relevant statutory codes, standards and legislation applicable to 
the regulation of construction practice and its effects on health and safety and the 
environment.  It sets out a variety of good practice procedures to control noise, dust, 
site discharges, works traffic and measures to protect groundwater and aquifers 
during works. 
 
The CoCP will be included in the contractual arrangements between Scottish Borders 
Council, who are promoting the Bill with the support of Edinburgh and Midlothian 
Councils, and its selected Concessionaire.  Adherence to the CoCP will therefore be 
compulsory.   
 
The CoCP requires the Concessionaire to provide a telephone information and 
complaints ‘hotline’ which is staffed at all times during working hours.  The number 
for this hotline will be displayed prominently at all work sites.   
 
 
POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

A station at Stow could potentially deliver economic and social benefits to Stow and 
the wider community as part of the railway’s overall objective of regenerating the 
Region. 
 
The proposed scheme is in accordance with national, regional and local transport 
policies, which seeks to encourage more sustainable and integrated forms of transport.  
It is also in accordance with local planning policies which seek to reduce the impact of 
traffic on the environment and to encourage walking, cycling and the use of public 
transport. 
 
Stow Station is located within a valuable ecological landscape resource providing 
habitats for a number of protected and rare plants and animals.  The most important of 
these is the River Tweed Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) and Special Area of 
Conservation (SAC), which includes its tributary the Gala Water.  This flows less 
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than 200 m from the proposed site.  The Tweed and its tributaries are clean river 
systems of high conservation and ecological value that support a diverse range of plant 
and animal species.  The potential presence of otter, bats and areas of semi-natural 
habitat have been identified close to the site.    
 
Although the site has previously been used as a railway, it is not expected that there 
will be significant contamination.  There may be small amounts of hydrocarbons, 
solvents, metals or fill material present, so the ground will be treated in such a way as 
to minimise risk to sensitive receptors.  The implementation of a management plan 
will ensure that residual effects to the ground are minimised and, as noted, a draft 
CoCP has been developed for the construction of the Waverley Railway.  
 
The village of Stow has many historic buildings and much of it is a conservation area.  
The station is likely to affect the setting of the conservation area, as the proposed site is 
close to its western edge.  Other buildings whose setting would be affected include 
four listed buildings, two scheduled ancient monuments and 13 entries in the national 
monuments record.   
 
The operation of a reinstated railway line in a relatively rural environment inevitably 
will result in noise impacts.  There are a number of sensitive receptors close to the 
station site and a noise barrier will be required at this location to mitigate noise.  
 
In general, where the application of mitigation measures is possible there will be no 
significant residual impacts, and Stow Station will help to promote an improved 
public transport system in the Stow area.   
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