
 

Response 6C        4 October 2005 
 

Edinburgh Tram (Line One) Bill Committee 
Consideration Stage – Phase 1 

 
Response to the request for follow-up evidence at the committee meeting of 13 

September 2005 in relation to maintenance and operating costs 
 
 

At its meeting on 19 September, the promoter’s witnesses gave an undertaking 
to provide the following written evidence: 

• the way in which the Crewe Road Corridor could ‘reduce access to 
businesses by car’ (see Table 2: Les Buckman’s Witness Statement on 
Route Selection – Group 36) 

 
Access 

 
 
1 Should the tram be routed via Crewe Road South one of the major impacts on 

access to businesses would be the increased level of congestion at the 
already congested Crewe Toll Roundabout. Developing a design to facilitate 
the tram through this junction would require one of two options: 

 
• provide the tram with a significant level of priority – this would result in 

major impacts on other road users’ access businesses, educational 
establishments and the Western General Hospital; or 

• miminise the delays to other road users – this would result in a major 
impact on the run times and reliability of the tram in this section of the 
route. 

 
2 A preliminary assessment of the Crewe Toll roundabout has indicated that 

under the former scenario queues on Telford Road could increase from a few 
100 metres to over 1 kilometre.   The consequence of this would be to 
increase the levels of delay on the road network and increase the likelihood of 
rat running to avoid the congestion. 
 

3 It is also important to recognise the potential impact on emergency vehicles 
should levels of congestion increase in the vicinity of Crewe Toll. This is 
particularly pertinent given the proximity of the Fire Station on Telford Road 
and the Western General Hospital 

 
 
Parking 
 
4 In addition a generic assessment based on the potential impact of tram on 

the availability of parking (both on-street and off-street) and of access to such 
parking was also carried out.  Such impacts may arise in particular 
circumstances, notably where the available road width for on-street running is 
limited and therefore necessitates revision to existing formal or informal 
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parking, or where access to off-street parking may be curtailed due to conflicts 
with the tram. At the time of Work Package 1, a detailed assessment of such 
impacts had not been undertaken and on that basis, the generic comment 
was included for all four route options under consideration.  (Note that the 
comment applies to the whole of the Line 1 loop and that such impacts would 
only be expected in certain locations.) 

 
5 Subsequent development of the promoted route has considered such parking 

and access issues. In terms of on-street parking, recent detailed review of 
existing spaces and design development of Line 1 has identified four core 
areas where on-street parking will be affected. In Starbank and Lower 
Granton Road (which is predominately residential in nature), Line 1 will 
facilitate the introduction of formalised parking bays to replace existing 
informal arrangements, and lead to a small increase in the overall parking 
capacity provided. In Constitution Street, which is mixed business and 
residential, Line 1 will lead to around a halving of the available parking, from 
some 100 spaces to around 50 formalised spaces. A similar level of change is 
anticipated on Leith Walk, where some 220 spaces in total will be reduced to 
around 120 spaces. The impacts on parking in all of these areas will be 
finalised during the detailed design process. In terms of access to off-street 
parking areas, there is currently no impact anticipated, with all accesses being 
maintained.  Finally, there is potential for temporary impacts to some 
businesses due to the temporary acquisition of car parking areas for 
construction compounds; however, negotiation with the affected parties is on-
going to mitigate any impacts.  

 
  
6 In the context of the Crewe Road South route, the impact on on-street parking 

along Crewe Road South would be marginal assuming segregated centre 
running of the tram. The key areas adversely affected by this arrangement 
would be around the Comely Bank roundabout and at the stop locations.  The 
use of Craigleith Road as a means to obtain access to and from the Roseburn 
Corridor would entail the loss of around 50% of the (primarily residential) on-
street parking capacity on this street, assuming a similar design of segregated 
centre running with traffic lanes outwith this.   
 

Conclusion 
 
7 In summary, the more detailed assessment of the promoted route has 

confirmed the original assessment that in the context of whole loop options, 
the use of the Crewe Road Corridor would reduce access to businesses by 
car.   
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