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TRANSPORT AND THE ENVIRONMENT  COMMITTEE

AGENDA

17th Meeting, 2001 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 June 2001

The Committee will meet at 2.00 pm in The Hub to consider the following agenda
items:

1. Items in private: The Committee will consider whether to take item 7 in private.

2. Sixth Environmental Action Programme: The Committee will take evidence
from—

 Jim Currie, Director General,  DG Environment, European Commission.

Not before 3.00 pm

3. Subordinate Legislation: The Committee will consider the following affirmative
instrument—

The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to the Scottish Ministers etc.)
(No 2) Order 2001, (Draft)

4. Highlands and Islands Ferry Services: The Committee will consider a further
paper from the Reporters on the Scottish Executive’s proposals for the future of
the Highlands and Islands ferry service network.

5. Procedures Committee Inquiry into the application of Consultative Steering
Group principles in the Scottish Parliament: The Committee will consider a
paper from the Procedures Committee.

6. Petition PE 96: The Committee will consider how to take forward consideration
of Petition PE 96, by Mr Allan Berry, which calls on the Parliament to hold an
inquiry into the adverse environmental effects of sea cage fish farming.

7. Water Inquiry: The Committee will consider a further draft report on its inquiry
into water and the water industry.
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Shelagh McKinlay
Clerk to the Transport and Environment Committee

Room 2.02, Committee Chambers
0131 348 (8)5208

e-mail Shelagh.McKinlay@scottish.parliament.uk

The following public papers are relevant for this meeting:

Background papers relating to the presentation by James Currie
Agenda item 2

TE/01/17/1

Covering note on The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to
the Scottish Ministers etc.) (No. 2) Order 2001
Agenda item 3

TE/01/17/2

The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to the Scottish
Ministers etc.) (No. 2) Order 2001
Agenda item 3

TE/01/17/3

A paper from the reporters on the Scottish Executive’s proposals for
the future of the Highlands and Islands ferry service network
Agenda item 4

TE/01/17/4

A paper from the Procedures Committee on their Inquiry into the
Application of the CSG principles in the Scottish Parliament
Agenda item 5
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OFFICIAL NEWS RELEASE OF THE SWEDISH PRESIDENCY ;

EUROPEAN ENVIRONMENT COUNCIL 7 AND 8 JUNE

Policy area: Environment
News item: Press release

On Thursday 7 June and Friday 8 June, the Swedish Minister for the Environment,
Kjell Larsson, will chair the second and final Environment Council meeting of the
Swedish Presidency.

It is a packed programme. The Presidency hopes that the ministers will be able to
reach consensus on no fewer than five common positions and four council
conclusions.

The Government singled out four priority issues prior to taking up the Presidency: a
new EU environmental programme, climate change, chemicals and more
environment-friendly products.

All four issues will be discussed at the meeting in Luxembourg.

The Ministers are to adopt common positions on:

• The sixth Environmental Action Programme: The new EU environmental
programme will establish the focus of environmental policy for the next ten years.
Not only is this important for the environmental field but it will also reinforce
environmental concerns in all policy areas. One of Sweden’s principal goals as
President of the EU has been to bring about a preliminary decision on the
programme before the Göteborg Summit since the programme establishes
fundamental environmental objectives that are important if it is to be possible to
adopt the European Sustainable Development Strategy in Göteborg.

The debate on the Commission’s proposal has centred on whether the programme
needs to be more clear-cut as regards objectives and timetables.

The programme has been discussed during the spring in the Environmental Council
Working Party and has been made much more tangible and precise.

The programme has been strengthened as regards, for example, the need for
integrating environmental policy into the different sectors, the need for clearer
messages when it comes to the environment in the candidate countries and the need
for more efficient resource use. These issues were emphasised by the environment
ministers at the council meeting in March. at which juncture it was also pointed out
that the programme should place more emphasis on the urban environment and
should include a producer responsibility for chemicals. This was also included in the
Presidency’s proposal.

There is also a proposal for a so-called “generation objective” - an objective to be
achieved within one generation - for chemicals, similar to the generation objective
introduced in Sweden. The substitution principle is to be included for pesticide use.
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This means that hazardous substances are to be replaced when a less hazardous
alternative exists. There is also a requirement for a reduction in the use of pesticides.

The proposal contains four themes, setting out targets and concrete measures:
climate change, biodiversity, the link between the environment and human health
and the use of natural resources.

The programme will be followed up using seven strategies. The Commission will be
requested to develop more detailed proposals. The strategies concern air quality,
pesticides, resource use, the urban environment, land use, the marine environment
and waste recovery.  The Commission proposed six strategies to which a seventh
concerning the urban environment has now been added.

Last Thursday, the Parliament voted on the proposal having processed it extremely
rapidly. MEPs approved 230 proposals for amendments. There are still certain
undecided issues prior to the council meeting but there is strong possibility that a
common position will be adopted.

Electronic waste

Waste from electrical and electronic equipment (WEEE) is increasing rapidly.

To counter this, the Commission has proposed a directive on waste from electrical
and electronic equipment. The WEEE directive will protect land, water and air from
electronic waste emissions. There is also a directive restricting the use of certain
hazardous substances in electrical and electronic products. This directive is aimed at
phasing out lead, mercury, cadmium, hexavalent chromium as well as brominated
flame retardants, PBB and PBDE in new electrical and electronic products as from 1
January 2008.  There are a number of unresolved issues that hopefully can be
ironed out at the meeting. These include timetables for when collection, recycling
and re-use targets are to be met.

Chemical discharges to water

The proposal contains a list of 32 chemical substances, divided up into three
categories: priority substances, certain priority hazardous substances and priority
hazardous substances under review pending better data on which to base decisions.

Cont.  For the priority substances, the Commission has two years in which to
propose rules that will reduce emissions. For the priority hazardous substances, the
Commission is to propose rules to stop or gradually eliminate emissions within 20
years. A final decision on the third category is to be taken one year after the current
decision.

Hazardous substances include brominated flame retardants, short chain chlorinated
paraffins (SCCP), phthalates, PAH, mercury, cadmium and lead.  A decision on the
list and subsequent measures is a way for the EU of implementing its commitments
within the North Sea Project, OSPAR (emissions to the Northeast Atlantic) and
HELCOM (emissions to the Baltic Sea).

Cold-start requirements

The proposal only covers gasoline-driven light commercial vehicles and light-duty
buses. As from 2003, requirements are being introduced that will force
manufacturers to choose technology that reduces emissions of hydrocarbons and
carbon monoxide. The aim is to reduce emissions when driving with a cold engine at
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low ambient temperatures, so-called cold-start requirements. The new requirements
will lead to cleaner air during the cold season.

Public access to environmental information

The ministers will adopt the directive on public access to environmental information
The proposal will give the general public the right of access to environmental
information at public authorities and contains, among other things, provisions setting
out the applicable rules for when people ask for information and detailing the right to
appeal against a decision.  All the EU Member States and the EC Commission are
signatories to the Århus Convention on the access to information and public
participation in decision-making. The directive implements the provisions of the
convention and will help Member States in their preparations for ratification of the
convention.

The ministers are to adopt council conclusions on:

The Chemicals Strategy

In February, the Commission presented a white paper containing a future EU
chemicals policy strategy. The Commission is proposing a new system whereby the
requirements on all chemicals are the same, irrespective of whether they are new or
existing substances. The fundamental principles of the new system are to be the
precautionary and substitution principles.

The Presidency’s proposal is based on the Commission’s white paper, though with
some amendments. These include the introduction of a “generation objective”, very
similar to the Swedish one. långlivade och bioackumulerande ska omfattas av
tillståndssystemetAnother proposal is that very persistent and bioaccumulative
substances should be covered by the licensing system.

The same is true of substances that are somewhat less persistent, bioaccumulative
and toxic. The conclusions also emphasise that industry should be obliged to obtain
sufficient knowledge in order to ensure safe use of all substances.

Integrated Product Policy (IPP)

In February 2001, the EU Commission presented a green paper on Integrated
Product Policy. The paper presented a strategy for promoting the development of
environmentally sound products. During the spring, the Presidency has drafted
preliminary council conclusions. Important issues pinpointed in the conclusions
include the impact of products and services on human health and the environment
and the need for IPP follow-up targets. The proposal also emphasises economic
instruments, public procurement support and the impact of globalisation and world-
wide trade.

The aims of IPP are to reduce the spread of hazardous substances from products
that affect the environment and human health; to promote more sustainable products
and make them more resource-efficient; and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by
less transportation and better production processes.
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Climate change

During the council meeting, the ministers will discuss the current state of
international climate negotiations. Further climate talks will take place in the last
week of June in The Hague and as part of COP 6 in Bonn in July.

The ministers will also adopt council conclusions on climate change at the council
meeting. The council conclusions are in three parts: Firstly, the conclusions of the
UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change will be emphasised. The second
part will focus more on stressing the EU’s desire to complete negotiations and pave
the way for further work with the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol. The final part will
highlight the on-going EU efforts aimed at achieving the EU’s common commitment
to an 8-percent reduction in emissions by 2010.

The Commission will also present a progress report on the work going on in the
European Climate Change Programme (ECCP) and concerning preparations for the
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol.

Preparations in the run-up to the World Summit on Sustainable Development
in Johannesburg in 2002.

Ten years after the Rio Conference, the UN is arranging a world summit on
sustainable development in Johannesburg. At the council meeting, council
conclusions will be adopted on the EU’s further preparations prior to the world
summit.

The conclusions will emphasise the overall issues of poverty alleviatio and
sustainable patterns of production and consumption. Four themes are presented:
protection of natural resources in favour of economic and social development, the
integration of environmental protection and poverty alleviation, sustainable
globalisation and good society management and participation.

• In addition, the Presidency will present a progress report on efforts to
integrate environmental concerns into all policy areas and inform the meeting of how
preparations are progressing prior to the Göteborg Summit on sustainable
development.
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EU ALERT

Subject: 6th EAP update
Date: 25 May 2001
Contact: Veronica McWatt /  veronica.mcwatt@scotent.co.uk
Ref: 2505/37

The Environment Committee has approved by 36 votes to six, with six abstentions, the Commission’s
proposed Environment Action Programme for the next ten years, subject to numerous binding
amendments that seek to pin the programme down to specific objectives and a firm timetable for
achieving them.

The committee, which adopted some 250 amendments at a special, marathon voting session in
Strasbourg last Monday supports the Commission proposals for a new Environmental Action
Programme subject to numerous amendments that seek to pin the programme down to specific
objectives and a firm timetable for achieving them. The Myller Report endorses the Commission’s four
priority areas, namely: climate change, bio-diversity, the environment and health and the sustainable
management of natural resources and waste, but wants to make the programme more strategic, with
compulsory thematic programmes, as well including long-term goals that reach beyond 2010. It also
wants the programme to form the environmental pillar of the EU’s sustainable development strategy to
be adopted at the Gothenburg summit in June.

The Report believes that the Action Programme should pay much greater attention to enlargement,
which will be taking place during the period covered by the programme. One of the amendments it
adopted seeks to include the candidate countries in the Natura 2000 nature conservation network.
Other amendments call on the EU to take the lead in international environmental policy, press for
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change in 2002, demand EU funding for third- world
countries to develop sustainable development programmes and seek the protection of ’hotspots’ in
developing countries.

The Report says the Common Agricultural Policy review in 2003 must enhance rural development and
environmentally sound farming, the food industry must guarantee quality products and labelling and
monitoring of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) must be strengthened. It stresses that the
implementation of environmental legislation must be improved with penalties imposed on recalcitrant
Member States, backed up with a policy of ’name, shame and fame’ to encourage compliance. It
wants to involve local communities and business in environmental policy and find ways of changing
consumer behaviour. It also proposes a green-energy label by 2005 and cross-border green belts, an
integrated urban environment strategy, the development of public transport, stringent noise, air and
water pollution limits, action to reduce electro-magnetic pollution and reduce dumping of waste at sea
and measures to reduce the environmental damage caused by tourism.

The report is scheduled for debate by the full House, at first reading under the co-decision procedure,
on Wednesday, 30 May with the vote the following day.
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Networking Scotland in Europe
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EU ALERT

Subject: EP adopts 6th EAP
Date: 31 May 2001
Contact: Veronica McWatt /  veronica.mcwatt@scotent.co.uk
Ref: 3105/39

Parliament demands concrete goals for next Environment Action Programme

Report on the proposal for a European Parliament and Council decision laying down the Community
Environment Action Programme 2001-2010
Debate : 30.05.2001
Vote : 31.05.2001

Parliament has adopted a resolution approving the Commission’s proposed Environment Action
Programme for the next ten years, subject to numerous binding amendments that seek to pin the
programme down to specific objectives and a firm timetable for achieving them. Voting was 274 to 150
with 31 abstentions.

It endorses the Commission’s four priority areas, namely: climate change, bio-diversity, the
environment and health and the sustainable management of natural resources and waste, but wants
to make the programme more strategic, with compulsory thematic programmes, as well including long-
term goals that reach beyond 2010. It also wants the programme to form the environmental pillar of
the EU’s sustainable development strategy to be adopted at the Gothenburg summit in June.

Parliament is backing demands by, Riitta MYLLER (PES, FIN), that the programme ’Environment
2010: Our future, our choice’ should pay much greater attention to enlargement, which will be taking
place during the period covered by the programme. One of the amendments it has adopted seeks to
include the candidate countries in the Natura 2000 nature conservation network.

Other amendments call on the EU to take the lead in international environmental policy, press for
ratification of the Kyoto Protocol on climate change in 2002, demand EU funding for third-world
countries to develop sustainable development programmes and seek the protection of ’hotspots’ in
developing countries.

MEPs say the Common Agricultural Policy review in 2003 must enhance rural development and
environmentally sound farming, the food industry must guarantee quality products and labelling and
monitoring of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) must be strengthened.

They stress that the implementation of environmental legislation must be improved with penalties
imposed on recalcitrant Member States, backed up with a policy of ’name, shame and fame’ to
encourage compliance. They want to involve local communities and business in environmental policy
and find ways of changing consumer behaviour.

They also propose a green-energy label by 2005 and cross-border green belts, an integrated urban
environment strategy, the development of public transport, stringent noise, air and water pollution
limits, action to reduce electro-magnetic pollution and reduce dumping of waste at sea and measures
to reduce the environmental damage caused by tourism.
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TRANSPORT AND THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

Scottish Statutory Instrument
The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to the Scottish Ministers

etc.) (No.2) Order 2001

1. The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of Functions to the Scottish Ministers etc.)
(No.2) Order 2001 (draft) was laid on 18 May 2001 and has been refered to the
Transport and the Environment Committee for consideration. A copy of the
instrument is attached as paper TE/01/8/2 along with an Executive note (paper
TE/01/8/3)

2. The Report is laid under an affirmative procedure which means that the
Parliament must approve the instrument before it may come into force. The
sponsoring Minister (Rhona Brankin, Deputy Minister for Environment and Rural
Development) has accordingly lodged a motion that the Transport and the
Environment Committee recommends that The Scotland Act 1998 (Transfer of
Functions to the Scottish Ministers etc.) (No 2) Order 2001, (draft) be approved
(S1M-1949)

3. The Transport and the Environment Committee is asked to report on the
instrument by 18 June 2001 and Parliament has until 26 June 2001 to deal with
the instrument.

4. The draft Order transfers powers to the Scottish Ministers (under section 63 of
the Scotland Act) in relation to the promotion of renewable energy in Scotland.
The powers transferred are those of imposing obligation on electricity suppliers to
supply a specified percentage of renewable energy. Scottish Ministers are also
given powers to make certain savings Orders under section 67 of the Utilities Act
2000.

5. The Transport and Environment Committee looked at the issue of renewable
energy as part of their consideration of the Budget Process for 2002/03 and
discussed the funding arrangements for renewables.

6. The Subordinate Legislation Committee considered the instrument at its meeting
on 29 May 2001 and agreed that no points arose on the Report. The Committee’s
24th Report 2001 indicated that the Committee did not wish to draw the attention
of the Parliament to the instrument.

7. The Minister for Transport and supporting Officials will be attending the meeting
of the Transport and the Environment Committee on 12 June to answer any
questions members may have on the instrument.  The Minister will then move the
motion S1M-1949 and the Committee may formally debate the motion.

8. Under Rule 10.6 the Committee is required to report to the Parliament with its
recommendation on whether to approve the instrument.
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TRANSPORT AND THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

REPORTERS REMIT – TENDERING OF HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS FERRY
SERVICES

Background

At its 6th meeting on 28 February 2001, the Transport and the Environment
Committee agreed to appoint Maureen Macmillan and Des McNulty as reporters to
investigate the decision to tender ferry services in the Highlands and Islands. It was
agreed that the reporters would consider this issue further and report back to the
Committee with proposed terms of reference for an inquiry into this issue.

Members will recall that the decision to tender these ferry services was announced
by the Executive in January 2001, and that the Executive has submitted detailed
proposals to the European Commission on this matter. The decision to tender these
services was made as a result of the need to comply with Commission guidelines on
state aid in maritime transport.

The Committee considered an earlier draft version of this paper on 30 May. The
changes to the draft terms of reference suggested at that meeting have been
incorporated into this current paper.

Draft Terms of Reference

Reporters have met informally with the Minister for Transport to discuss issues
arising from the proposals and have also received factual briefings from Executive
officials. Following these discussions reporters seek the agreement of the Committee
to the following draft terms of reference:

Reporters will investigate
• the justification for and implications of the decision to tender lifeline ferry services

in order to comply with EC guidelines on State aid in maritime transport.
• the development of the service specification for these services
• the need for an independent regulator, and an appropriate operator of last resort
• the structural, organisational and service delivery implications of this decision

(including employment, pensions and TUPE issues relating to Caledonian
MacBrayne staff and the need for the service to be integrated with other modes
of transport)

When the draft terms of reference were last considered the Committee also noted
that the development of the service specification should be conducted openly,
transparently and in consultation with all relevant parties and that it may be useful to
consider the models operating in other EU countries.

The Committee is asked to consider these draft terms of reference, and amend them
as necessary prior to agreeing them.
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TRANSPORT AND THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

INQUIRY INTO THE APPLICATION OF THE CONSULTATIVE STEERING GROUP
PRINCIPLES IN THE SCOTTISH PARLIAMENT

Purpose

1. The Procedures Committee would be grateful if all committees would
consider whether it is appropriate for them to make a submission to this
inquiry.

Background

2. In June 1999 the Parliament endorsed the Report of the Consultative Steering
Group on the Scottish Parliament (CSG) and the Report’s key principles of
sharing the power, accountability, accessibility and equal opportunities.  The
Report recommended that the Parliament should “take stock” by measuring its
achievements against these principles.

3. The Procedures Committee is undertaking this task and launched its enquiry on
3rd April.  A copy of the press release is attached.

4. The remit of the enquiry is:

“Whether the key Consultative Steering Group principles as endorsed
by the Parliament – sharing power, accountability, accessibility and
equal opportunities – are being implemented in the Parliament, to what
extent and with what success.”

Consultation

5. MORI has been appointed to conduct an extensive consultation exercise with all
MSPs and staff individually, as well as externally with the general public

Consultation with committees

6. The Committee is particularly concerned to ensure that relevant experience of
committees is included in the enquiry.

7. As the enquiry is likely to generate evidence on matters that are highly relevant to
the Equal Opportunities Committee and the Public Petitions Committee the
relevant clerks have been kept closely in touch and Murray Tosh has written to
the Conveners of both committees.
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Conclusion

8. The Procedures Committee’s inquiry into the application of the Consultative
Steering Group principles in the Scottish Parliament is a wide ranging enquiry
involving an extensive internal and external consultation exercise.

9. While the views of Members will be sought on an individual basis, the Procedures
Committee considered that individual committees may wish to consider making
submissions.

7. The Procedures Committee would be pleased to hear from any committee
that wishes to make a submission and present oral evidence.

Recommendation

The Committee is asked to consider whether it wishes to make a submission to the
Procedures Committee inquiry.

Shelagh McKinlay
Clerk to the Committee
7 June 2001
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Parliamentary News Release 0019/2001

0019/2001
Tuesday 3 April, 2001

HOW HAS THE PARLIAMENT EMBRACED THE C.S.G. PRINCIPLES? HAVE
YOUR SAY
Views sought on action to date on sharing power, accountability and equal
opportunities

The success or otherwise of the Parliament putting the ’key principles’ of sharing
power, accountability, accessibility and equal opportunities into practice since it
began operation in May 1999 is to be examined by the Procedures Committee.

The public, outside organisations, the Scottish Executive, Parliament staff and MSPs
themselves are being invited to give views on how the Parliament has begun to
implement the Consultative Steering Group’s (CSG) ’key principles’ during the past
two years.

The Parliament endorsed the CSG Report in June 1999. One of that Report’s key
recommendations was that the Parliament should "take stock" at the end of each
Parliamentary year and measure its achievements against the key principles, which
are:

• the Scottish Parliament should embody and reflect the sharing of power
between the people of Scotland, the legislators and the Scottish Executive;

• the Scottish Executive should be accountable to the Scottish Parliament and
the Parliament and the Executive should be accountable to the people of
Scotland;

• the Scottish Parliament should be accessible, open, responsive and
develop procedures which make possible a participative approach to the
development, consideration and scrutiny of policy and legislation;

• the Scottish Parliament in its operation and its appointments should recognise
the need to promote equal opportunities for all.
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Remit

The Procedures Committee has agreed the following remit for this Enquiry: "Whether
the key CSG principles as endorsed by the Parliament - sharing power,
accountability, accessibility and equal opportunities - are being implemented in the
Parliament, to what extent and with what success."

Evidence

In the first instance, evidence is requested in writing. It is anticipated that oral
evidence sessions will be organised at a later date with individuals and
representative organisations. Questions on which the Committee would be
particularly interested in having views may be obtained by calling the Assistant Clerk
on 0131 348 5178, the Clerk on 0131 348 5175 or on the Parliament website
www.scottish.parliament.uk
Timetable

Written evidence should be submitted by Tuesday, 26 June 2001. Oral evidence
sessions will be scheduled subject to the Committee’s business programme.

BACKGROUND NOTES

The membership of the Procedures Committee is Convener, Murray Tosh (Con),
Deputy Convener, Kenny Macintosh (Lab), Brian Adam (SNP), Patricia Ferguson
(Lab), Donald Gorrie (Lib-Dem), Frank MacAveety (Lab) and Gil Paterson (SNP).
Professor David McCrone of Edinburgh University has been appointed recently as
adviser to the enquiry.

Written evidence can be submitted in the following ways:
• By e-mail to Procedures.Committee@scottish.parliament.uk
• On computer disk in word 98 plus one hard copy, or by letter to The Clerk to

the Procedures Committee, The Scottish Parliament, Chamber Office,
Parliament Head Quarters, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh.

Guidance on the nature and extent of the evidence likely to be of interest to the
Committee is contained in Annex B of Procedures Committee paper PR/00/6/6 which
can be obtained by calling the Assistant Clerk on 0131 348 5178, or on the
Parliament’s website http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/official_report/cttee/proced-
00/prp00-06.pdf 

For further information, the media contact is: Andrew Slorance: 0131 348 5389
E-mail: andrew.slorance @scottish.parliament.uk The committee contacts are:
John Patterson, Clerk: 0131 348 5175 E-mail: john.patterson@scottish.parliament.uk
Katherine Wright, Assistant Clerk: 0131 348 5178; e-mail:
katherine.wright@scottish.parliament.uk
For public information enquiries, contact: 0131 34 85000 For general enquiries, contact: 0845 278
1999 (local call rate)
email: sp.info@scottish.parliament.uk
Visit our website at: www.scottish.parliament.uk ..\new.html..\new.html
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Next Steps

Reporters have identified a number of groups whom they feel it would be productive
to meet with during their investigations. These are:

• Experts from the Highland, Western Isles, and Argyll and Bute Councils, together
with members of the Highlands and Islands Strategic Transport Partnership

• Representatives of Caledonian MacBrayne
• Representatives of NUMAST and RMT
• The Minister and Executive officials

Further to decisions made regarding the Committee work programme at the meeting
of 30 May, the Committee will take evidence from these groups prior to the summer
recess.

The Committee also authorised reporters to meet with these and other organisations
as appropriate, and to travel to Brussels to meet with officials from the European
Commission. Reporters have received written briefings from Professor Neil Kay and
will seek meetings with him should it prove necessary to clarify or expand upon his
written submissions. Reporters also intend to meet again with the Minister and
officials prior to reporting back to the Committee.

Timeframe

The timeframe for progression of this issue is to an extent determined by the speed
of the response from the European Commission to the proposals put forward by the
Executive. However it is anticipated that the Committee will hear oral evidence prior
to the recess, and that reporters will meet with Commission officials during the
recess.

Des McNulty
Maureen Macmillan
June 2001



Neil Stewart
Assistant Clerk to the Transport and Environment Committee.
June 2001






















