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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

20th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)
17 December 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 1.

1. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/20/2)

2. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/20/1)

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/02/20/3)

4. Appointment of adviser: The Committee will discuss proposals for the appointment of an
adviser.

5. Convener’s Report.
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions�

PE568 Petition by Mr Alan Rees on behalf of Scottish Accessible Transport Alliance
(SATA), calling for the Scottish Parliament to encourage Scottish local
authorities to have (a) half of the vehicles in their licensed taxi fleet, fully
accessible for wheelchair users and other disabled people and (b) a
standard concessionary scheme for taxis.

PE570 Petition by Mr W.J. L. Jamieson on behalf of Stow Station Supporters, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take urgent steps to ensure that towns and
villages of the Scottish Borders such as Stow are properly served by the
railway.

PE574 Petition by Jeff McCracken, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
investigate management practices in the Further Education sector in
Scotland and (b) overhaul the 1992 Further and Higher Education (Scotland)
Act so that openness and democratic accountability of College Boards of
Management are guaranteed.

PE572 Petition by Mr Patrick and Mrs Jennifer Woods, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate whether there is adequate provision of respite
homes with no upper age limit within Scotland for sufferers of Multiple
Sclerosis and other disabling conditions.

PE573 Petition by Dr. J. Beatson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to amend
Section 47 of Part 5 of the Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2002 and its
Code of Practice to remove the assessment/certification workload
requirements from General Practitioners in favour of the appointment of
dedicated personnel to fulfil that requirement.

PE578 Petition by Mr Donald MacKinnon, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to extend the right of absolute privilege available to
those who complain about the conduct of a range of public bodies, to young
and vulnerable people who report abuse to an appropriate authority.
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The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE412: Commissioner for bullying in Scotland
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

2. PE475: Recognition of aphasia
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

3. PE526:  Proposal for a review of the use of Public Private Partnership
funding to build new schools
PE527: Audit procedures in relation to Public Private Partnership projects
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and the
Accounts Commission in relation to the issues raised.

4. PE541: Development of landfill sites
PE543: Development of landfill sites
The Committee will consider responses from the Scottish Executive and the
Scottish Environment Protection Agency in relation to the issues raised.

5. PE545: Housing stock transfer in Glasgow
PE553: Housing stock transfer in Glasgow
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.

6. PE562: Housing stock transfer in Hamilton
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised.



Changes to the progress of petitions since meeting of 3 December 2002

Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

21/07/2000 PE247 Petition by Epilepsy Association of Scotland, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to ensure there are co-
ordinated health and social services that will benefit
the 30,000 people in Scotland with epilepsy.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider a response from the Scottish Executive to petition
PE247 by Epilepsy Action Scotland on epilepsy service
provision at its next meeting on 11 December 2002.

11/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a progress report on Petition 247 from Epilepsy Action
Scotland on epilepsy service provision: The Committee agreed to
write to the petitioners for a response on the Executive’s position
and consider the item again at a future meeting.

06/10/2000

31/05/2001

22/10/2001

PE283

PE370

PE406

Petition by Ms Geraldine MacDonald on behalf of
the Scottish Organisation Relating to the Retention
of Organs (SORRO), calling for the Scottish
Parliament to initiate a public inquiry into the
practice of organ retention at post-mortem without
the appropriate parental consent.

Petition by Ms Lydia Reid on behalf of Scottish
Parents for a Public Enquiry into Organ Retention
calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that a full public inquiry,
chaired by an eminent member of the judiciary, is
carried out into the issue of organ retention to
ensure that the illegal removal and storage of tissue
and organs will not be repeated; and to examine the
role and power held by the Procurator Fiscal to
order a post mortem.

Petition by Miss Margaret Doig calling for the
Scottish Parliament to redress the omissions
concerning current law and code of practice
governing post mortem, removal and retention of
organs and disposal of the body and parts where

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered petitions PE283 by Ms Geraldine Macdonald and
PE370 by Ms Lydia Reid on organ retention, and petition PE406
from Ms Margaret Doig on post-mortem and organ retention.
The Committee agreed to reconsider the petitions after seeking
clarification from the Executive on its proposed timetable for
introducing legislation on organ retention.  The Committee
further agreed to write to the Public Petitions Committee to
recommend referral of a section of PE406 to the appropriate
Justice Committee.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

the deceased has no relatives, as and when
recommendations for changes in the law and codes
of practice in relation to these matters are
implemented.

(see action above)

06/12/2000 PE320 Petition by John Watson on behalf of World
Development Movement (WDM) Scotland, calling for
the Health and Community Care Committee of the
Scottish Parliament to examine the possible
implications for health policy in Scotland of the World
Trade Organisation’s liberalisation of trade in
services.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered petition PE320 by Mr John Watson on the General
Agreement on Trade in Services (GATS).  The Committee
agreed to continue the petition until the publication of the
Department of Trade and Industry consultation paper setting out
requests made to the UK under the GATS.

11/06/2001 PE374 Petition by Dr Steve Gilbert calling for the Scottish
Parliament to act urgently to investigate and redress
the under funding of Chronic Pain Management
Services, to debate the matter in Parliament and to
urge the Minister for Health and Community Care
and Health Boards to move chronic pain up the
health agenda.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered petition PE374 by Dr Steve Gilbert on chronic pain
management and agreed to delay further consideration until
receipt of the Executive’s response to the Chronic Pain
questionnaires.

25/09/2001 PE398 Petition by Ms Helen McDade, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
carry out a Strategic Needs Review Assessment on
M.E. (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and C.F.S.
(Chronic Fatigue Syndrome), and to take a range of
other steps in relation to the treatment of, and
research into these conditions.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to continue consideration of petition PE398 by Ms Helen
McDade on ME (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and CFS (Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome until publication of the Short Life Action
Group’s report.

21/01/2002 PE453 Petition by Father Stephen Dunn, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to carry out a full review of the
process of consultation with local communities
regarding the siting of proposed secure unit in the
Greater Glasgow Health Board area since the
previous petition on that matter (PE48) was
considered by the Parliament.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered petition PE453 by Father Stephen Dunn regarding
consultation on siting a psychiatric unit in the Greater Glasgow
Health Board, and agreed to write to the Minister for further
information.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

14/02/2002 PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
Munlochy Vigil, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take the necessary steps to (a) immediately end the
GM Farm Scale Evaluations and (b) debate the
future handling of the GM crops issue in Scotland.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee
considered a draft report in relation to petition PE470 by Mr
Anthony Jackson regarding GM Crops (in private).

12/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to consider the draft report, in private, at it’s meeting on 18
December 2002.

27/02/2002 PE474 Petition by Mr James Mackie, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take urgent steps to (a) recognise the
seriousness of the threat to children posed by heavy
metal poisoning and (b) appoint a non-medical
controlled scientific review group to study all relevant
material available on the subject of heavy metal
poisoning and its link to childhood conditions.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to write to the Scottish Executive highlighting the conclusions of
the Medical Research Council response to petition PE474 by Mr
James Mackie.

08/04/2002 PE491 Petition by Ms Elaine McNeil calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to introduce
legislation making triple assessment procedures
obligatory for all women who present themselves for
a breast examination within the relevant examination
clinics across the National Health Service in
Scotland.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to take no further action in relation to petition PE491 by Ms Elaine
McNeil on triple assessment breast examination.

26/04/2002 PE498 Petition by Letitia Murphy on behalf of Fife Health
Service Action Group calling for the Scottish
Parliament to (a) urge the Health Minister to fully
take into account the views of the large number of
people in Fife who object to the decision of NHS Fife
Health Board to upgrade the Victoria Hospital and
who wish instead to see a full service restored at the
Queen Margaret Hospital in Dunfermline, (b) replace
the unelected Health Boards in Scotland with directly
elected members and (c) agree that fire safety
issues at hospitals should be a matter of immediate
and urgent review by the Health and Community
Care Committee.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee agreed
to write to the Minister for further information with regard to
petitions PE498 by Fife Health Service Action Group and petition
PE499 by the Dunfermline Press surrounding consultation on
health provision in Fife.



Date
Lodged PE No: Short Title Date and details of action

26/04/2002 PE499 Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge
the Health Minister not to upgrade the Victoria
Hospital, Kirckaldy at the expense of the Queen
Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline, when he considers
the board’s Right for Fife business case.

(date and details of action as petition PE498 above)

08/05/2002 PE502 Petition by Ms Fiona Stewart on behalf of the Royal
National Institute for Deaf People calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
show firm commitment to provide digital hearings
aids and modernise audiology service in Scotland.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee further
considered petition PE502 by Ms Fiona Stewart, and agreed to
invite the petitioners to respond to the recommendations of the
Audiology Services Review report.

05/06/2002 PE515 Petition by Ms Dorothy Wright, on behalf of the Brae
parent and toddler group calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to make
individual MMR injections available without delay.

04/12/2002 The Health and Community Care Committee further
considered petition PE515 by Ms Dorothy Wright on the
availability of single vaccines for measles, mumps and rubella,
and agreed to write to the Minister requesting the Executive’s
response to the Expert Group on MMR’s findings.
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petitions—

IP35 Petition by Ms Ulla Hipkin, calling for the Scottish Parliament to oppose the proposed
library development at Penicuik High School, and to take the necessary steps to
ensure that the new library is sited within Penicuik town centre.




