
PE/02/12/A

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

12th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 25 June 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00 am in Committee Room 2.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/12/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/12/2)
The Committee will also consider the progress of petitions considered at previous Committee
meetings (Annex A).

3. Inadmissible Petitions: The Committee will be invited to agree the recommendations contained
in a paper on inadmissible petitions. (Paper PE/02/12/3)

4. Annual Report: The Committee will consider its draft annual report.

5. Convener’s Report.
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The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE519 Petition by Duncan Shields on behalf of Fathers Fighting Injustice, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to give consideration to the creation of a register of
interests of the Scottish judiciary.

PE521 Petition by Ms Zoe P A Woods, calling for the Scottish Parliament to provide
equestrian access closer to horse owning communities when it drafts current
and future legislation in respect of national parks and access to land.

PE513 Petition by Phil Gallie MSP, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to do everything in its power to ensure that (a) people
living in rural areas will continue to be able to send and receive mail at the
same stamp cost as people elsewhere in the United Kingdom and (b) there
is no reduction in the current universal postal delivery service which might
threaten the future of rural sub post offices.

PE511 Petition by Mr James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
the alleged failure of the current bankruptcy statute and to propose changes
to current procedures.

PE520 Petition by James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to introduce
legislation to allow a police force from another area to be brought in to deal
with cases of alleged failure by the chief constable or his deputy to carry out
investigations into complaints made by members of the public.

PE512 Petition by Mr George Reid, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) endorse
the 1989 guidance published by the Ministry of Defence which defines the
blue of the Saltire as Azure Blue and (b) urge the Scottish Executive to
publish guidance on this matter.

PE515 Petition by Ms Dorothy Wright on behalf of the Brae parent and toddler
group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to
make individual MMR injections available without delay.

PE518 Petition by Mr David C. Wilson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Executive to take responsibility for the failure of Historic Scotland to
protect the Museum Hall in Bridge of Allan from unlawful neglect and set in
motion an action plan to restore it.
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The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE423: Water and sewerage services, water rates and fluoridation of water
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

2. PE425: Siting of telecommunications masts
The Committee will consider a response from the Transport and Environment
Committee in relation to the issues raised.

3. PE476: Indecent displays in corner shops
The Committee will consider a responses from the Scottish Executive, the Association
of Chief Police Officers in Scotland, the Cross-Party Group on Men’s Violence Against
Women and Children, and the Cross-Party Group on Survivors of Childhood Sexual
Abuse in relation to the issues raised.

4. PE483: Review of the membership of the Justice 1 Committee
The Committee will consider a response from the Convener of the Justice 1 Committee
in relation to the issues raised.

5. PE487: Engaging young people in the political process
The Committee will consider a response from The Electoral Commission in relation to
the issues raised.

6. PE500: Scottish Transport Group pension funds
The Committee will further consider the issues raised in this petition.

7. Progress of petitions considered at previous Committee meetings (see Annex A).
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The Committee will consider recommendations in relation to the admissibility of the
following petitions—

IP25 Petition by Mr Mike Webster, on behalf of Aberdeen Mental Health Reference
Group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate NHS Grampian’s
alleged failure and reluctance to implement a priority recommendation made
by the Mental Health and Well-being Support Group in relation to the
introduction and funding of a patient council within Aberdeen’s Royal Cornhill
Hospital.

IP26 Petition by Ms Fiona Cruickshank, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
reverse the decision to close the schools at Rayne North and Old Rayne.
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INADMISSIBLE PETITIONS

IP25 Petition by Mr Mike Webster, on behalf of Aberdeen Mental Health Reference
Group, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate NHS Grampian’s alleged
failure and reluctance to implement a priority recommendation made by the
Mental Health and Well-being Support Group in relation to the introduction and
funding of a patient council within Aberdeen’s Royal Cornhill Hospital.

The petitioner is asking the Parliament to intervene in matters relating to the
executive decisions of NHS Grampian, concerning the re-introduction of a staffed
patient council within Aberdeen’s Royal Cornhill Hospital.  The petitioner argues
that NHS Grampian has failed to act upon a proposal to establish a patient
council, which was submitted by Aberdeen Mental Health Reference Group almost
two years ago.  This proposal was prepared in line with a recommendation by the
Mental Health and Well-being Support Group which argued that the adjournment
of the hospital’s original patient council in 1999 was the cause of considerable
anxiety amongst service users and carers alike.

The Parliament may have a legitimate interest in more general issues relating to
the procedure surrounding the submission and examination of proposals of this
nature by Health Boards.  However, the Parliament is not able to interfere with or
overturn the individual executive decisions of public bodies in Scotland.  On this
basis, it is therefore recommended that the Committee should agree that the
petition is inadmissible.  The Committee may wish to advise the petitioner to
pursue the matter further with NHS Grampian, the Scottish Executive and their
local MSP.

IP26 Petition by Ms Fiona Cruickshank, calling for the Scottish Parliament take the
necessary steps to prevent the closure of both Rayne North and Old Rayne
Schools, as proposed in a current public consultation by Aberdeen City Council.

The petitioner is asking the Parliament to interfere in the consideration of specific
proposals by Aberdeen City Council, which are currently the subject of public
consultation.  The petitioner argues that the proposals to close both schools have
been based on misleading and inaccurate information used to promote the use of
Private Public Partnership funding, at the expense of what she claims are
perfectly viable schools.  Furthermore, the petitioner claims that public
consultation on the closure of the schools is a waste of public money, given the
strength of opposition already illustrated at previous public meetings and in the
petition submitted.  (The petition opposing the closure of Rayne North Primary
School received 687 signatories, whilst 250 signatures were obtained in relation to
Old Rayne School.)

As members are aware, it would be inappropriate for the Parliament to try to
influence the individual executive decisions of local authorities in Scotland,
particularly as the issues raised in this petition are the subject of a current public
consultation.  On this basis, it is therefore recommended that the Committee
should agree that the petition is inadmissible.

The Committee may wish to advise the petitioner to pursue the matter further with
Aberdeen City Council, the Scottish Executive, their local MSP or the Local
Government Ombudsman.

Clerk to the Public Petitions Committee
20 June 2002
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

12th Meeting, 2002

Tuesday 25 June 2002

PROGRESS OF PETITIONS CONSIDERED BY COMMITTEE AT PREVIOUS MEETINGS

PPC MEETING 16 NOVEMBER 1999

PE29 Petition by Alex and Margaret Dekker calling for action to be taken in relation
to the Crown Office’s decisions and consideration in prosecuting road traffic
deaths.

16/11/1999 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to send the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee with a recommendation that it take some priority.

01/12/1999 The J&HA Committee considered the petition and agreed to write to the Lord
Advocate for more details.

05/01/2000 A response was received from the Lord Advocate and a copy sent to Mr and Mrs
Dekker.

08/02/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to write to the DETR regarding its research and also to
write to the Crown Office regarding its feasibility study.  The J&HA Committee are
awaiting a response from Mr and Mrs Dekker regarding the Lord Advocate’s letter.

02/05/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to suspend consideration of this petition pending
publication in the autumn of research by DETR into the application of road traffic
legislation by the police, prosecutors and courts.

02/05/2001 The DETR research has been published and received by J&HA Committee.
16/04/2002 The J1 Committee agreed to write to the Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice

to request their response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) on dangerous
driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed to establish whether a Committee
debate could be held on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on dangerous driving and
the law.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 18 JANUARY 2000

PE55 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the Scottish Parliament to conduct an
investigation to establish why the full powers of the law are not enforced in all
cases which involve death by dangerous driving.

18/01/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed that the petition should be passed to the
Lord Advocate for a response as well as to the Justice and Home Affairs Committee
for them to note.
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08/02/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to write to the DETR and Crown Office for more
information in relation to studies they are both undertaking.

29/02/2000 The PP Committee agreed to forward a copy of the response received from the Lord
Advocate to the petitioner and to also forward a copy of the letter and petition to the
J&HA Committee for further consideration.

02/05/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to suspend consideration of this petition pending
publication in the autumn of research by DETR into the application of road traffic
legislation by the police, prosecutors and courts.  The J&HA Committee also agreed
to write to the Lord Advocate regarding guidance issued to procurator fiscal.

02/05/2001 The DETR research was published and received by J&HA Committee.
16/04/2002 The J1 Committee agreed to write to the Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice

to request their response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) on dangerous
driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed to establish whether a Committee
debate could be held on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on dangerous driving and
the law.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 14 MARCH 2000

PE111 Petition by Mr Frank Harvey calling for the Scottish Parliament to order a
public inquiry into road accidents involving police responding to 999 calls.

14/03/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee and the Transport and Environment Committee to note and take
no further action, Clerk to write to petitioner informing him of decision.  The
Committee also agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Executive to respond to
the petitioner on the issues raised in the petition.

07/06/2000 The J&HA agreed to defer consideration of this petition pending publication of
research sponsored by the DETR into application of road legislation by Police,
Prosecutors and courts.  This research is expected in February 2001.

04/07/2000 The PP Committee agreed to pass the response from the Scottish Executive to the
petitioner and to take no further action.

02/05/2001 The DETR research has been published and received by J&HA Committee.
16/04/2002 The J1 Committee agreed to write to the Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice

to request their response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) on dangerous
driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed to establish whether a Committee
debate could be held on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on dangerous driving and
the law.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE114 Petition by Julia Clarke calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) establish a
group to produce cost benefit analysis of establishing after school clubs in
primary schools; and (b) call upon the Scottish Executive to make available
resources, designate a lead minister and initiate a debate on this issue.

14/03/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration.

20/04/2000 The EC&S Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Scottish Executive to
comment on the issue raised in the petition.

20/09/2000 The EC&S Committee considered the Executive’s response to the petition and
agreed to seek information from COSLA on the use of schools as after school clubs.
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13/11/2000 The EC&S Committee wrote to COSLA seeking further details and is now chasing up
a response.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE123 Petition by The Scottish Warm Homes Campaign calling for the Scottish
Parliament to identify, discuss and seek to implement measures which would
eradicate fuel poverty as a matter of urgency.

14/03/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Social Inclusion,
Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee and the Transport and Environment
Committee for further consideration.  The Committee also agreed to pass the petition
to the Cross-Party Group on Older People for information.

26/04/2000 The SIH&VS Committee agreed to seek the views of the Health and Community
Care Committee and to look at fuel poverty in its future work programme in the
autumn.

13/06/2000 The T&E Committee agreed to support the aims of the petition, and to consult the
SIH&VS Committee to ascertain how it proposed to take this petition forward;
particularly whether it envisaged dealing with the petition during its consideration of
the forthcoming housing bill or during a separate inquiry. The T&E Committee also
agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to inquire whether it proposed to address
the issues raised by the petitioner in the forthcoming housing bill, and in any
forthcoming review of building regulations.

14/06/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to appoint Malcolm Chisholm as Reporter on the
issue, who would liaise with Members of the Committee and the SIH&VS Committee
during its inquiry into the issue.  The H&CC Committee also agreed to contact the
Scottish Executive to determine what steps the Minister for Health and Community
Care has taken to address the issue.

06/12/2000 The T&E Committee noted that action had already been taken by the Scottish
Executive on this issue, but acknowledged that more work still needed to be done.
The T&E Committee agreed to pass a copy of the Executive’s response to the
SIH&VS Committee, drawing attention to the potential impact of the Executive’s
review of building regulations on fuel poverty issues.  Finally, the T&E Committee
agreed to request that the SIH&VS Committee examine whether the Executive’s
housing bill should contain provisions requiring energy audits on housing. The T&E
Committee concluded consideration of the petition and noted that, within the context
of the competing priorities in its future work programme, it would continue to have an
on-going interest in the issue of fuel poverty.

12/12/2000 The H&CC Committee appointed Dorothy-Grace Elder as Reporter to complete the
report and submit to the committee.

25/04/2001 It was noted that the reporter, Dorothy-Grace Elder, would report to the H&CC
Committee in due course.

27/06/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to consider the draft report at a later meeting.
Stage 1 Housing Bill report has been published and the SIH&VS Committee has confirmed
that this concludes its consideration of the petition.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to consider a draft report at its next meeting.
26/09/2001 The H&CC Committee considered two reports from reporters.  It was agreed that

another report would be considered at a later date.
28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to consider the draft Reporter’s report at a future

meeting.
13/03/2002 The H&CC Committee considered a draft report in private and agreed to consider a

revised report at a future meeting.
06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this item to the next meeting.
13/03/2002 The H&CC Committee considered a draft report and agreed to consider a revised

report at a future meeting.
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27/03/2002 The H&CC Committee considered a draft report on petition PE123 on Fuel Poverty
and agreed to pass the report to the Social Justice Committee for their consideration.

22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the
Scottish Executive has replied to the Social Justice Committee’s forthcoming letter
commenting on the Fuel Poverty Statement.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE124 Petition by Grandparents Apart Self Help Group calling for the Scottish
Parliament to consider amending the Childrens (Scotland) Act 1995 to name
grandparents in the Act as having an important part to play in the lives of their
grandchildren.

14/03/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee for further consideration.

07/06/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to defer consideration of the petition until January
2001 pending publication of the Executive’s White Paper on the reform of family law.

14/09/2000 Consultation paper ‘Parents and Children’ published.  The J&HA Committee notified
petitioners of this publication, urging them to submit their comments to the
consultation.

06/11/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to consider the issue of family reform following the end
of the consultation, taking into account the responses.

14/06/2001 Response to consultation received by Justice 1 Committee from the Scottish
Executive.

10/01/2002 Research note on the topic was published by SPICe for J1 Committee.
15/01/2002 At the request of the Convener of the J1 Committee, SPICe is checking

Commonwealth comparatives to update previous Research note.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 25 APRIL 2000

PE145 Petition by Mr William P Welsh calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a
range of actions with regard to medical conditions arising from vaccinations.

25/03/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.

07/06/2000 The H&CC agreed to contact the Executive to request comment on the petition by 15
September and also request that further action investigation be conducted to
determine if there was a link between the vaccination and autism.  The H&CC
Committee agreed to defer consideration of this item until the information sought
becomes available.

20/09/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to appoint a Reporter and as part of the investigation
the Reporter contact the Chief Medical Officer. It was also agreed to contact the
Committee on the Safety of Medicines and the Medical Research Council.

27/09/2000 The H&CC Committee appointed Mary Scanlon as a reporter.
12/12/2000 The H&CC agreed in principle to approve travel to Dublin for Mary Scanlon as

Reporter.  It was agreed that she would report back to the H&CC Committee at the
end of February 2001.

28/03/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed its final conclusions and recommendations and
agreed to publish its conclusions and recommendations in advance of its Report.
Richard Simpson made the following statement: "I wish to make it plain that to the
best of my knowledge I do not have, and have not had, any registrable interest in
any company involved in the production and marketing of MMR vaccines".

25/04/2001 Following the publication of its report on MMR, the H&CC Committee agreed to
continue the matter awaiting the Executive’s response to the report.
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27/06/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to continue to await a response from the Scottish
Executive before considering this matter further.  The H&CC Committee also agreed
to write to the Executive to raise the matter of late responses to Committee reports.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to seek clarification on whether the Scottish
Executive’s response to the Convener’s letter adequately addressed issues raised
by the Committee.   

22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee considered the MMR Expert Group report and agreed to
continue this item to a future meeting.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of the MMR Expert Group’s
work.

PPC MEETING 9 MAY 2000

PE184 Petition by Federation of Child Poverty Action Groups in Scotland calling for
the Scottish Parliament to extend the entitlement to free school meals to all
families receiving the new tax credits and to introduce and develop nutritional
standards in schools.

09/05/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed the pass the petition to the Education,
Culture and Sport Committee with the suggestion that it consult with other subject
Committees as appropriate.

23/05/2000 The EC&S Committee noted the petition and agreed to seek the views of the Health
and Community Care Committee and Social Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector
Committee before considering the petition further.

20/09/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to note the petition and take no further action.
06/03/2001 The EC&S Committee agreed to seek detailed information on this issue from the

Executive to inform further consideration of this petition.
06/03/2001 The Social Justice Committee (previously SIH&VS) circulated the petition to

members for information only and took no further action.
07/05/2002 The EC&S Committee took oral evidence from the petitioners in relation to Stage 1

consideration of The School Meals (Scotland) Bill.  Stage 1 report is to be published
in June 2002.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of The School Meals
(Scotland) Bill.

PE185 Petition by Thomas McKissock calling for the Scottish Parliament take the
necessary steps to establish a scheme of compensation to assist people in
Scotland who have contracted hepatitis C infection as a consequence of
infected blood transfusions.

09/05/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee to take into consideration with PE45.

07/06/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to seek further information on the Executive’s current
inquiry by next meeting.  The H&CC Committee agreed to invite the Minister to give
evidence to the Committee on this issue following publication of the findings of the
investigation.

21/06/2000 The H&CC Committee considered Petition PE185 and the response received from
the Minister for Health and Community Care regarding the remit of the Minister’s
inquiry into the contraction of hepatitis C infection from contaminated blood products.
The H&CC Committee agreed to the following to seek clarification from the Minister
on the remit of the inquiry; request SPICe to produce research notes on hepatitis C;
and to appoint the Convener as reporter.

20/09/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to ask the Minister to explain the delay in the delivery
of the Executive’s report on this matter and, in the absence of a satisfactory written
response, the Minister to be invited to attend a meeting of the Committee.
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12/12/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed: to write to the Minister for Health and Community
Care requesting that she honour her commitment to meet with the Haemophilia
Society; to write to the Haemophilia Society to ask them to outline specific areas of
concern over the Executive’s report on this matter; to arrange an evidence session
with the Haemophilia Society and the Scottish Blood Transfusion Service; and defer
further decisions until this evidence is collected.

25/04/2001 The H&CC Committee has invited the Minister for Health and Community Care to
give evidence on 23 May.

23/05/2001 The H&CC Committee took evidence from Susan Deacon, the Minister for Health
and Community Care, Dr Aileen Keel, the Deputy Chief Medical Officer and Christine
Dora, Directorate of Planning and Performance Management.

27/06/2001 The H&CC Committee considered the draft report and agreed to investigate key
issues further before concluding its report.

12/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to consider a draft report at a later date.
19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee considered a draft report.  A revised draft report will be

considered at the next meeting.
26/09/2001 The H&CC Committee considered the next draft report.  Some amendments were

agreed.  The draft report was approved for publication.
10/01/2002 The H&CC Committee report was debated in Parliament and a motion calling on the

Scottish Executive to act upon its recommendations was moved.
30/01/2002 The H&CC Committee took evidence on the Scottish Executive’s proposals for the

remit and membership of the expert group being set up in relation to Hepatitis C
from—

Malcolm Chisholm MSP, Minister for Health and Community Care
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE187 Petition calling for the Scottish Parliament to allow limited licensed culling of
raptors under the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act in areas
where local populations have increased beyond normal levels.

09/05/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Rural Affairs
Committee and the Transport and Environment Committee to take into consideration
with PE8.

06/12/2000 The T&E Committee agreed to defer consideration of this petition to a future
meeting, to allow members to consider a report on petition PE8 by the Committee’s
reporter on the petition, Helen Eadie.

07/03/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to appoint Maureen Macmillan as a reporter for this
petition and PE8, in place of Helen Eadie who is no longer a member of the
Committee.  The Committee noted that it hoped to consider the two petitions again
by the end of May 2001.

26/06/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive and SNH to request
clarification on various issues set out in the report, in order to clarify whether the
petitioner’s request was possible within the current legal framework. The Committee
agreed that the nature of the SGA’s involvement in the production of the report of the
UK Raptor Working Group should be confirmed and the report amended as
necessary. The Committee agreed to write to the Rural Development Committee to
inform that Committee of the action taken on the petitions.

12/12/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to conclude the petition by writing to the Scottish
Gamekeepers Association (SGA), the Scottish Executive, and Scottish Natural
Heritage to recommend that the SGA becomes a member of the Moorland Working
Group, and that the views of the SGA are, where possible, taken into account in the
work of the Group. Robin Harper declared an interest as a member of RSPB
Scotland.

30/04/2002 The RD Committee considered PE187 from the Scottish Gamekeepers Association,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to allow limited licensed culling of raptors under
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the terms of the 1981 Wildlife and Countryside Act in areas where local populations
have increased beyond normal levels. The Committee agreed to defer consideration
of this petition in order to seek an update on the membership and work of the
Moorland Forum.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 23 MAY 2000

PE200 Petition by Mr Andrew Watt calling for the Scottish Parliament to review the
working methods of the Legal Aid Board particularly in relation to the
collection and disbursement of compensation monies collected.

23/05/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Justice and Home
Affairs Committee for further consideration, together with previous petitions received

13/06/2000 The J&HA Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Legal Aid Board asking for
clarification of current working practices in relation the reimbursement of
compensation.  The J&HA Committee also agreed to write to the petitioner informing
him that it intends to conduct an inquiry on legal aid and access to justice in due
course on the review of the legal aid system.

15/06/2000 The J&HA Committee wrote to petitioner informing him that it intends to conduct an
inquiry into Legal Aid.

08/11/2000 The J&HA Committee considered written evidence from the Scottish Legal Aid Board
and agreed to write again to the Board noting its intention to review its Treasury
management arrangements and associated regulations to ensure the earlier release
of funds to assisted persons, welcoming the Board’s commitment to publish
improved guidance, and asking that the J&HA Committee be kept informed of
progress made in this regard.

09/02/2001 Reminder letter sent to SLAB at the request of the J&HA Committee.
30/05/2001 Response received from SLAB.
19/06/2001 The J&HA Committee agreed to defer consideration of this petition until the Scottish

Legal Aid Board issues guidance on how property recovered or preserved is dealt
with in legally aided cases.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of the Legal Aid Inquiry.

PPC MEETING 6 JUNE 2000

PE213 Petition by Ms I Silavi calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine the
possibility of establishing a post of commissioner for the rights of disabled
children.

06/06/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration with the recommendation that they
may wish to consult the Health and Community Care Committee; the Social
Inclusion, Housing and Voluntary Sector Committee; and the Equal Opportunity
Committee.

27/06/2000 The EC&S Committee agreed that the issues raised by the petition should form part
of the wider inquiry on the Children’s Commissioner to be undertaken in the autumn.

05/12/2001 The EC&S Committee considered emerging issues for a draft report on its ongoing
Inquiry into establishing the Children’s Commissioner.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of the Inquiry into
establishing a Children’s Commissioner.
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PPC MEETING 4 JULY 2000

PE233 Petition by Technology Teachers Association calling for the Scottish
Parliament to advance Technical/Technology Education within Scottish
Secondary Schools as a national priority.

04/07/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Children and
Education seeking his comments on the issues raised in the petition.

12/09/2000 The PP Committee agreed to pass a copy of the response from the Minister for
Children and Education to the petitioners and take no further action. The Committee
also agreed to pass a copy of the response to the Enterprise and Lifelong Learning
Committee seeking its views on whether there is a deficit in applied technology
training in schools, which would have a knock-on effect on universities.

29/11/2000 This petition was referred to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee.
10/01/2001 The EC&S Committee asked the Clerk to write to COSLA, ADES, Mr Frank

Pignatelli, Scottish Enterprise and the petitioners on this issue and report back to the
Committee.

04/09/2001 The EC&S Committee agreed to seek the views of the Minister on the supporting
papers and survey from the petitioners and to invite the Minister to give evidence to
the Committee.

12/02/2002 The EC&S Committee considered the Executive response on petition PE233 from
the Technology Teachers Association. The Committee agreed to seek further
information from the Executive.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 12 SEPTEMBER 2000

PE246 Petition by Kildalton and Oa Community Council, Kilarrow and Kilmeny
Community Council and the Kilchoman and Partnahaven Council, and
Councillors J Findlay and R Currie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
request Scottish Natural Heritage, the Scottish Executive and the Scottish
Minister, as appropriate not to proceed with the designation of the South-East
Islay Skerries Special Area of Conservation.

12/09/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to copy the petition to the Minister for
Transport and Environment asking for the petition to be considered as part of its
consultation process on the South-East Islay Skerries Special Area of Conservation.
In addition the Committee agreed to draw the Minister’s attention to the Official
Report of the meeting and to the views expressed by its members and that local
opinion on this matter should be taken into consideration.

24/10/2000 The PP Committee agreed to pass a copy of a letter received from Scottish Natural
Heritage to the Scottish Executive requesting that it inform the Committee of the
outcome of the consultation on the SAC designation. The Committee also agreed to
seek the Minister for Transport and Environment‘s views on various issues raised in
the letter from Scottish Natural Heritage by members during the meeting.

23/01/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to seek its further comments on various points raised by members.

27/03/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to pass a copy of the petition and associated correspondence to the European
Committee and seek its views on whether there should be a right of appeal to
designation of a SAC and on how the views of local communities can be taken into
account during the designation process. The Committee also agreed to pass copies
of the correspondence to the petitioners.
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08/05/2001 The European Committee considered the contents of the petition and tasked the
Clerk with seeking further information on this issue to enable more detailed
consideration at a future meeting.

19/06/2001 The European Committee agreed that no further action be taken by them at this
stage with respect to the general principles of the petition and that the Public
Petitions Committee be instructed accordingly. However, John Home Robertson
MSP agreed to liaise with the Clerk to examine how procedures in relation to such
issues are handled and to seek access to further information held within the Scottish
Executive and other agencies on the designation of this area.

11/09/2001 The European committee agreed that in the light of the Scottish Executive’s letter
outlining the reasons for designation in advance of any deliberations from them, no
further action could be taken in respect of this Petition. However, it was agreed that a
letter be written to the Convener of the Public Petitions Committee noting the
Committee’s concerns in relation to processes for consideration of petitions.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Executive, Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) and the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(ACSSSI) in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464.  The
Committee agreed to invite SNH and the ACSSI to appear before the Committee to
present their views and to hold an additional meeting for this purpose before the
summer recess.  The Committee also agreed to link and further consider the related
petition PE246 with these petitions.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee agreed to the Convener’s proposal to defer the further
consideration of petitions PE462, PE463, PE464 and PE246 until after the summer
recess when the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest would be
available to give evidence to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE247 Petition by Epilepsy Association of Scotland calling for the Scottish
Parliament to ensure there are co-ordinated health and social services that will
benefit the 30,000 people in Scotland with epilepsy.

12/09/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition formally to the Health
and Community Care Committee for further consideration drawing its attention, in
particular, to the second paragraph of the petition which calls for wider availability of
prompt, expert diagnosis.

12/12/2000 The H&CC Committee agreed to await the outcome of the Acute Services Review
before reviewing the petition.

25/04/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer consideration of the petition awaiting further
information from the Executive on the implementation of the Acute Services Review
findings.

27/06/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to ask them what
service standards they intend to set in relation to epilepsy sufferers in the context of
their Performance Assessment Framework.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to await clarification from the Executive as to the
provision of services to epilepsy sufferers in the light of the Performance
Assessment Framework.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to note the petition and seek the views of the
petitioners in light of responses from the Executive.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to invite Epilepsy Action Scotland to give evidence
before the Committee at a future meeting.

24/04/2002 The H&CC Committee took evidence in relation to petition PE247 from —
Hilary Mounfield, Chief Executive, Epilepsy Action Scotland
Dr Richard Roberts, Consultant Neurologist, Ninewells Hospital.

The Committee agreed to continue this item at a future meeting.



ANNEX A

10

08/05/2002 The H&CC Committee considered petition PE247 and agreed to seek clarification
from the Scottish Executive on points raised by the petitioners in their oral evidence
to the Committee on 24 April 2002.

22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the
Scottish Executive response has been received.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 24 OCTOBER 2000

PE276 Petition by Ms Elizabeth Girling on behalf of Lothian Allergy Support Group
calling for the Scottish Parliament to establish specialist clinics for the
diagnosis and treatment of allergies in NHS hospitals in Scotland.

24/10/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Executive
for comment on its current policy on allergy diagnosis and treatment. It also agreed
to ask the Executive whether it has any proposals to establish clinics of the type
proposed by the petitioners.

23/10/2001 The PP Committee agreed to write to the petitioner, seeking his reaction to the
correspondence received from the Scottish Executive.  The PP Committee also
agreed to write to the Scottish Medical and Scientific Advisory Committee for its
views on provision for the treatment of allergies in Scotland.  The Committee agreed
to pass the Executive’s response to the Health and Community Care Committee for
information only.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no further action unless and until it receives a
formal referral from the PP Committee.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the petitioners and the Scottish
Medical and Scientific Advisory Committee (SMSAC) to the matters raised by the
Scottish Executive in its response to the petition.  The Committee agreed to write
again to the Executive requesting clarification on a number of issues that had been
raised in the responses.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE283 Petition by Geraldine MacDonald on behalf of the Scottish Organisation
Relating to the Retention of Organs (SORRO) calling for the Scottish
Parliament to initiate a public inquiry into the practice of organ retention at
post-mortem without the appropriate parental consent.

24/10/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to defer consideration of this petition until a
response was received from the Scottish Executive in relation to the issues raised in
the petition.

07/11/2000 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive on the issues
raised in the petition.  It agreed to pass a copy of all the correspondence in relation
to this petition to the H&CC Committee for information only at this stage and to take
no further action until the competition of the work of the independent review body.

25/04/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to seek reactions to the Executive’s initial report and
ask the petitioners for their opinion.  The final part of the Executive’s report will be
published in the autumn, when the Committee will review the petition again.

27/06/2001 The H&CC Committee had requested reactions to the Executive’s initial report.
Responses are still awaited.  The H&CC Committee agreed to continue the item.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to appoint Dr Richard Simpson as Reporter on organ
transplantation and donation.  A report will be considered at a later date.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to next meeting to allow members
to consider the Report of the Independent Review Group on Retention of Organs at
post-mortem.



ANNEX A

11

05/12/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to note this petition and await the outcome of the
Scottish Executive consultation on the findings of the Independent Review Group on
Retention of Organs at post-mortem.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no action on this petition at this stage.
22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the

Scottish Executive has responded to the report of the Independent Review Group on
the Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 4 DECEMBER 2000

PE299 Petition by Ms Tricia Donegan calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
whether the additional driving offences of failure to possess the correct
licence, MOT or insurance documentation should be taken into consideration
at court hearings concerning a fatality caused by dangerous driving.

04/12/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to copy the petition to the Lord Advocate for
comments on the specific issues raised in the petition.

06/02/2001 The PP Committee considered both petitions in the context of a response from the
Lord Advocate in relation to PE299.  The PP Committee agreed to copy the petitions
and the Lord Advocate’s response to the Justice 1 Committee for information, in the
context of its consideration of previous related petitions. The Committee also agreed
to pass a copy of the Lord Advocate’s response to the petitioner and take no further
action.

27/02/2001 The J1 Committee agreed to defer consideration of these petitions until the
publication by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions of a
report into the application of road traffic legislation by the police, prosecutors and
courts.

02/05/2001 The DETR research has been published and received by the J1 Committee.
16/04/2002 The J1 Committee agreed to write to the Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice

to request their response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) on dangerous
driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed to establish whether a Committee
debate could be held on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on dangerous driving and
the law.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 19 DECEMBER 2000

PE301 Petition by Mr Steve Sankey calling for the Scottish Parliament to ensure that
Scotland’s peatland sites receive strict protection by proposing 17 additional
candidate Special Areas of Conservation in order to meet the requirements
and spirit of the European Habitats and Species Directive and in the initiation
of measures to reduce the consumption of peat.

19/12/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to ask the Scottish Executive to inform the
Committee when it has received advice from Scottish Natural Heritage on the
additional 17 raised peatland sites proposed by the Scottish Wildlife Trust, together
with details of the action it proposes to take in the light of this advice. The Committee
also agreed to pass a copy of the petition and Scottish Executive response to the
Transport and Environment Committee for information.
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23/04/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to write to the Scottish Wildlife Trust seeking
assurance that it is content with the proposed measures.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE306 Petition by Mr Thomas Minogue calling for the Scottish Parliament to request
that all members of the Judiciary declare membership of organisations such
as Freemasons and that such a register be made available on request.

19/12/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek comments from the Lord Advocate
on the current legal situation within Scotland regarding declarations of interest and
whether organisations such as freemasons are included in such declarations.  The
PP Committee also agreed to seek information on the current situation in England
and Wales in relation to the issues contained in the petition.

27/02/2001 The PP Committee agreed to defer consideration of the responses from Mr Jim
Wallace and the Grand Lodge of Scotland until its next meeting on 13 March.

13/03/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and a letter
from the Grand Lodge of Scotland and agreed to refer the petition and the related
correspondence to the relevant Justice Committee for further consideration.

24/04/2001 The Justice 2 Committee agreed to invite written evidence on the issues raised in the
petition from the Scottish Consumer Council and the Sheriffs’ Association.

23/05/2001 The J2 Committee considered written evidence submitted by both the Sheriffs’
Association and the Scottish Consumer Council.  The J2 Committee agreed to write
to the Minister for Justice, asking him to consider whether the judiciary should be
required to declare interests in the same way as members of public bodies.

26/09/2001 The J2 Committee agreed to note the Minister’s response and to revisit the
possibility of declarations of interest by the Judiciary as part of the consideration of
new Judicial appointments procedures in due course.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE307 Petition by Mr Dougal Carnegie on behalf of Scottish Traditional Music
Lobbying Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to provide the necessary
support and funding to promote traditional arts and culture in Scotland
through the inclusion of these topics in the mainstream educational
curriculum and the establishment of a Traditional Arts Centre in Edinburgh
and Regional Centres throughout Scotland.

04/12/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the
Education, Culture and Sport Committee, which is to shortly consider its work
programme for next year and may examine the issue of traditional arts and culture.
The PP Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the proposed Cross
Party Group on the Traditional Arts for information.

10/01/2001 The EC&S Committee invited Mr Carnegie to speak on behalf of the Scottish
Traditional Music Lobbying Group.  Following discussion of the petition the
Committee asked Cathy Peattie to prepare a report on traditional arts and culture
and Mr Frank McAveety was asked to prepare a report on the Scottish music
industry, particularly in relation to popular and contemporary music.

30/05/2002 The EC&S Committee confirmed that consideration of this petition had been deferred
due to the resignation of Cathy Peattie, one of the Reporters.  The Report was now
being completed following her return to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE320 Petition by John Watson on behalf of World Development Movement (WDM)
Scotland calling for the Health and Community Care Committee of the Scottish
Parliament to examine the possible implications for health policy in Scotland
of the World Trade Organisation’s liberalisation of trade in services.
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19/12/2000 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.

25/04/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to seek information on what work is being done in
England, Ireland and Wales on this matter.  John McAllion was appointed as
Reporter.

26/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to postpone consideration of the petition to a later
date as no report from the reporter was yet available.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee considered a draft report and agreed to seek the views of the
European Committee in relation to the issues raised in the petition.

26/02/2002 The Euro Committee considered a draft (private) report by John McAllion MSP on
behalf of the Health and Community Care Committee on this petition. The
Committee agreed that this issue should continue to be pursued by the H&CC
Committee and agreed to take no view on the draft report or Petition until the H&CC
Committee approves the report.

13/03/2002 The HCC Committee considered a draft report in private and agreed to return to this
at a future meeting.

22/05/2002 The HCC Committee agreed to defer this petition until the outcome of the current
GATS round is known.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 23 JANUARY 2001

PE327 Petition by Mr Duncan Hope on behalf of the Blairingone and Saline Action
Group calling for the Scottish Parliament to request that legislation be revised
to ensure that public health and the environment are not at risk from the
current practice of spreading sewage sludge and other non-agriculturally
derived waste on land in Scotland.

23/01/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee for further consideration with the suggestion that they may
wish to consult the Health and Community Care Committee.

23/05/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to appoint the Convener as a Reporter on this issue.
03/10/2001 The T&E Committee considered a paper by the Reporter, Andy Kerr, on the next

steps on this petition.  The T&E Committee noted the evidence received by the
Committee during the summer, and agreed to seek further written evidence from the
petitioners and SEPA to elicit their responses to the Executive’s submission to the
Committee.  The T&E Committee also agreed to mandate the Reporter to begin
drafting a Report on the issues raised by the petition.

26/11/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to consider a draft Committee report on this subject at a
future meeting.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no further action in relation to this petition.
07/03/2002 The T&E Committee published a report on Petition PE327 by the Blairingone and

Saline Action Group on Organic Waste Spread on Land (SP528).
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE331 Petition by Tricia Donegan calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
why drivers who have made deliberate decisions when driving which cause
risk to the lives of others are classed as careless drivers when prosecuted,
even in the event of a fatality.

23/01/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to link this petition with a previous petition
from the petitioner (PE299) and to consider both petitions at its next meeting,
together with a response from the Lord Advocate.

06/02/2001 The PP Committee considered both petitions in the context of a response from the
Lord Advocate in relation to PE299.  The PP Committee agreed to copy the petitions
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and the Lord Advocate’s response to the Justice 1 Committee for information, in the
context of its consideration of previous related petitions.  The PP Committee also
agreed to pass a copy of the Lord Advocate’s response to the petitioner and take no
further action.

27/02/2001 The J1 Committee agreed to defer consideration of these petitions until the
publication by the Department of the Environment, Transport and the Regions of a
report into the application of road traffic legislation by the police, prosecutors and
courts.

02/05/2001 The DETR research published and received by J1 Committee.
16/04/2002 The J1 Committee agreed to write to the Lord Advocate and the Minister for Justice

to request their response to the recommendations in the research report by the
Department of Transport, Local Government and the Regions (DTLR) on dangerous
driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed to establish whether a Committee
debate could be held on dangerous driving and the law.  The Committee also agreed
to establish whether a Committee debate could be held on dangerous driving and
the law.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 6 FEBRUARY 2001

PE334 Petition by Mr Tony Southall on behalf of the Scottish Campaign for Nuclear
Disarmament calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the Scottish Executive
to initiate a review of Emergency Planning measures for nuclear submarine
accidents in Scotland to ensure there is adequate protection for the local
population and the environment.

06/02/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Executive
for comments on the issues raised in the petition.

13/03/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to pass a copy of this response to the petitioners seeking their views. The Committee
also agreed to seek the views of the both the local authorities responsible for the
area referred to in the petition, and the Steering Group for Nuclear Free Local
Authorities on the statements made in the petition and Scottish Executive response.

08/05/2001 The PP Committee agreed to defer consideration of responses received on the
issues raised in this petition until its next meeting.

22/05/2001 The PP Committee considered responses from Argyll and Bute Council, Nuclear
Free Local Authorities (Scotland) and the petitioners, together with a further
response form the Scottish Executive.  The PP Committee agreed to seek the views
of the T&E Committee and the relevant Justice Committee on whether they would
wish to give further consideration to the issues raised in the petition.  The PP
Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the responses received to the petitioners.

05/09/2001 The T&E Committee agreed that the Clerk should notify the PP Committee that the
petitioner’s request is not within the remit of the Transport and the Environment
Committee and that the petition has been referred to the appropriate Justice
Committee.

05/09/2001 The Justice 2 Committee noted the petition.
23/04/2002 The PP Committee noted responses from the Transport and the Environment and

Justice 2 Committees on the issues raised and agreed to write to the Health and
Community Care Committee to establish whether it would be willing to further
consider the adequacy of current emergency planning procedures regarding health
matters.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.
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PPC MEETING 27 FEBRUARY 2001

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire of Thompsons Solicitors and Solicitor
Advocates, on behalf of Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for the Scottish
Parliament’s Justice Committees to initiate a review of the powers and
procedures of the Court of Session in handling cases involving victims of
asbestos poisoning, to ensure that the real issues between the parties
involved are properly identified; that delay is minimised; and that interim
payments and jury trials are made available to victims.

27/02/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass the petition to the Scottish Executive
for its views on the issues raised in the petition and to also pass the petition to the
relevant Justice Committee for information pending receipt of the Scottish
Executive‘s response.

08/05/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to pass the petition and associated correspondence to the Justice 2 Committee for
further consideration.

15/05/2001 The J2 Committee agreed to write to the Lord President, asking him the timescales
involved in the consideration of the Report by the Working Party on Court of Session
Procedure, and to invite comments on the issues raised in the petition from the Lord
President, the Scottish Law Commission and the Scottish Legal Action Group.

26/06/2001 The J2 Committee considered written evidence on petition PE336 by Frank Maguire
and agreed to invite further written evidence from the petitioner, the Lord President
and the Minister for Justice.

26/06/2001 The J2 Committee considered written evidence and agreed to invite further written
evidence from the petitioner, the Lord President and the Minister for Justice.

24/10/2001 The J2 Committee considered written evidence from the Minister for Justice, the
Lord President and the petitioner on petition PE336 by Frank Maguire on civil justice
for asbestos victims.  The J2 Committee agreed to appoint Mary Mulligan and
Margaret Ewing as Reporters, to take forward further investigation of the issues
raised by the petitioner and arising from the written evidence received to date.

12/12/2001 The J2 Committee agreed that the Convener should assist Margaret Ewing in
pursuing the issues raised by the petition and that a reporter to replace Mary
Mulligan should be appointed in January.

27/02/2002 The J2 Committee considered this petition, on civil justice for asbestos victims.  It
agreed to discuss the issues raised in the petition with the Lord President during a
visit to the Supreme Courts in March, and invite Frank Maguire to give oral evidence
on his outstanding concerns at a future committee meeting.

26/03/2002 The J2 Committee took oral evidence on petition PE336 from Frank Maguire, the
petitioner.  The Committee agreed to consider the evidence to date at its next
meeting.  The Committee also agreed to invite oral evidence from the Lord President
and Scottish Executive.

17/04/2002 The J2 Committee considered evidence to date on petition PE336 by Frank Maguire
on civil justice for asbestosis victims. The Committee agreed to pursue the
petitioner’s concerns relating to written pleadings and his proposal regarding the use
of a fast track procedure. The Committee agreed that Bill Aitken and Pauline McNeill
would progress these issues.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 13 MARCH 2001

PE342 Petition by Mr Neil Kay calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) consider
framing national guidelines for school closures that are at least as fair and
comprehensive as those adopted in England, and (b) ask councils to consider
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deferring decisions on any school closures until these new guidelines have
been established.

13/03/2001 The PP Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee asking it to respond directly to the petitioners on the issues raised in the
petition.

01/05/2001 The EC&S Committee discussed and agreed to defer this petition until a further
report from Cathy Peattie is presented to the Committee.

27/06/2001 The EC&S Committee discussed draft COSLA guidelines and agreed to establish a
formal contact link with COSLA’s Education Committee.

30/05/2002 The EC&S Committee has confirmed that COSLA has abandoned efforts to produce
guidelines, although a review of legislation is considered to be more appropriate and
will be considered further by COSLA later in the year.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 27 MARCH 2001

PE346 Petition by Mr Lawrence Fitzpatrick on behalf of Scotland Opposing Opencast
calling for the Scottish Parliament to take various steps to protect local
communities and the environment from the adverse effects of opencast coal
mining in Scotland.

27/03/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition, and in particular its views on the impact of the
changes made to NPPG16; community consultation; and any differences in opencast
planning guidelines between England and Wales and Scotland.  The PP Committee
also agreed to pass the petition to the Transport and Environment Committee for
information.

08/05/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to seek the views of the petitioners on its contents.

22/05/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the petitioners on previous Scottish
Executive correspondence and agreed to refer the petition and subsequent
correspondence to the T&E Committee for further consideration.

05/09/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to defer further consideration of the petition until the PP
Committee had agreed a course of action with regard to Petition PE 369, by the
Confederation of UK Coal Producers. In the meantime, the Committee agreed to
write to the Scottish Executive, requesting further information on the issue of
planning authorities charging fees to cover the cost of monitoring and enforcing
mineral permissions, as raised by the Petitioners in a submission to the PP
Committee.  The Committee also agreed to seek information from the Executive on
how effectively National Planning Policy Guidance 16 (‘Opencast Coal and Related
Minerals’) has met its objectives.

12/12/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to appoint Adam Ingram and Nora Radcliffe as
Reporters on the application of National Planning Policy Guidance 16 and the cost of
monitoring and enforcing mineral permissions.

23/01/2002 The T&E Committee considered a paper from the Committee’s Reporters on PE346
and PE349 outlining possible next steps on the petitions.  The Committee agreed the
terms of reference set out in the paper and to the suggested arrangements for the
Reporters to seek written information and, subject to CLG approval, hold meetings
with interested parties.

12/06/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee considered a reporters’ paper on Petition
PE 346 by Scotland Opposing Opencast and Petition PE 369 by the Confederation
of UK Coal Producers. The Committee agreed the paper, subject to specified
changes. The Committee further agreed that the paper should be passed to the
Minister for Social Justice for the Scottish Executive’s response.
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Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE347 Petition by Mr Kenneth Mitchell calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the practice of shoeing Clydesdale Horses and to introduce
legislation to make such style of shoeing illegal unless sanctioned, for medical
reasons, by a Veterinary Surgeon.

27/03/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive,
the Clydesdale Horse Society, Cross Party Group on Animal Welfare and Dr Sylvia
Jackson MSP on the issues raised in the petition.

19/06/2001 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, Sylvia
Jackson MSP, the British Equine Veterinary Association and the Clydesdale Horse
Society and the Cross-Party Group on Animal Welfare, together with additional
letters from the petitioner.  The PP Committee agreed to seek comments from the
SSPCA on the progress of its working group and any feedback it may have received
in relation to the steps already taken to address this issue.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals in relation to the issues raised and agreed to (a)
refer the petition to the appropriate Justice Committee for further consideration, (b)
write to the Clydesdale Horse Society suggesting that it ban the practice of coup
shoeing as its counterpart organisation has done in England, and (c) copy the
response to the petitioner’s family for information.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 8 MAY 2001

PE357 Petition by Mr Douglas Paterson, Chief Executive of Aberdeen City Council,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to support calls for the necessary
investment in the transport infrastructure in the Aberdeen area to be provided
as a matter of urgency.

08/05/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition and on the current status of talks with the North-
East Scotland Economic Development Partnership on these issues. The PP
Committee also agreed to copy the petition and related correspondence to the
Transport and Environment Committee for information.

19/06/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive and agreed
to refer the petition and Scottish Executive response to the T&E Committee, with the
recommendation that it be considered as part of its inquiry into the integrated
transport issues in Aberdeen.  The T&E Committee then agreed to pass a copy of
the Scottish Executive response to the petitioners for information.

05/09/2001 The T&E Committee reiterated its intention to take evidence from the Aberdeen and
Aberdeenshire Local Economic Forum (formerly known as the North East Scotland
Economic Development Partnership), and agreed that this meeting would take place
in Aberdeen, and that the Clerk would inform the Committee if this was
impracticable.

19/12/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to take evidence from the Minister for Enterprise,
Transport and Lifelong Learning in order to raise the points that had emerged in
evidence.  The T&E Committee agreed to schedule this evidence session at a time
that allowed it to cover matters relating to the Transport Delivery Plan; the
development of national transport priorities; and issues arising from the petition.

01/05/2002 The T&E Committee took evidence on Petition PE357 by Aberdeen City Council on
Investment Transport Infrastructure from—
Lewis Macdonald MSP, Deputy Minister for Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong
Learning
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The Committee agreed to consider the evidence at a future meeting.
22/05/2002 The T&E agreed to conclude the petition by writing to the petitioner and Executive

commending the petitioners, and recommending that the projects be subject to full
STAG appraisal, whilst stressing the importance of the modal study before approval
is reached.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE361 Petition by Mr Stuart Usher on behalf of Scotland Against Crooked Lawyers
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) ensure that the Scottish Executive
complies with all articles and provisions of the European Convention on
Human Rights; (b) take various steps in relation to the regulation of the Law
Society of Scotland and the Faculty of Advocates; (c) take a further range of
steps to reform and improve the justice system in Scotland.

08/05/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition together with comments from the Law Society of
Scotland, the Faculty of Advocates, the Scottish Legal Services Ombudsman and
the Scottish Consumer Council on specific aspects of the petition.  The Committee
also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the relevant Justice Committee for
information only.

22/05/2001 The Justice 1 Committee agreed that no further action was required at this stage, as
the Committee would shortly be conducting its inquiry into regulation of the legal
profession. Gordon Jackson and Maureen Macmillan declared interests.

19/06/2001 The PP Committee considered responses from the Law Society of Scotland, the
Scottish Consumer Council, the Scottish Legal Services Ombudsman and the
Scottish Executive and agreed to refer the petition and associated correspondence
to the J1 Committee for consideration as part of its inquiry into the regulation of the
legal profession.  The PP Committee also agreed to request that the J1 Committee
address the other issues raised in the petition.

23/10/2001 The J1 Committee considered the petition and agreed to take the issues raised into
account during its inquiry into the Regulation of the Legal Profession.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of the Inquiry into the
Regulation of the Legal Profession.

PPC MEETING 22 MAY 2001

PE365 Petition by Mr Iain MacSween on behalf of the Scottish Fishermen’s
Organisation Limited, calling for the Scottish Parliament to review Fixed Quota
Allocations which incorporate the track records of fishing vessels with a view
to ascertaining with whom the property rights to Scotland’s fish stocks lie, and
take appropriate action to ensure that the fish stocks that are currently under
the jurisdiction of the Scottish Parliament are not sold to owners whose main
place of business is outwith the UK.

22/05/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition and to pass the petition to the European
Committee for information only.

19/06/2001 The Euro Committee noted this petition. The Euro Committee deferred discussion on
the Petition until the information sought by the PP Committee from the Scottish
Executive had been received and agreed to ask for a definition of "property rights" as
outlined in the petition.

11/09/2001 The Euro Committee noted that the petitioner had not responded to the inquiry the
Clerk made to him in June 2001 seeking more information.  The Euro Committee
agreed no further action could be taken until a satisfactory response was received.
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12/02/2002 The Euro Committee discussed Petition 365, submitted by Mr Iain MacSween on
behalf of the Scottish Fishermen’s Organisation Limited.  The Euro Committee noted
this and agreed to forward the Petition to the Justice Committees of the Scottish
Parliament with regards to the issue of "property rights".
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE368 Petition by Mr Robert Brown calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) change
the current discriminatory system of measuring the distance to and from
school to determine eligibility to school transport, and (b) set up an evaluation
of the personal safety issues of the routes to and from schools in Livingston.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition, in particular on whether the existing governing
the provision of free school transport legislation is adequate.  The PP Committee
also agreed to seek comments from the respective local authorities and COSLA on
the issues raised in the petition.  The PP Committee further agreed to copy the
petition to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee for information only.

12/02/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, West Lothian
Council and Aberdeenshire Council in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE368
and PE371.  The PP Committee agreed to refer the petitions to the EC&S
Committee for further consideration.

26/03/2002 The EC&S Committee considered PE368, from Mr Robert Brown, alongside PE371
concerning eligibility criteria for free school transport and safety issues.  The
Committee agreed to seek clarification from the Executive on guidance issued on
school travel and to ask COSLA to respond to the issues raised during discussion.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE369 Petition by Mr Brian J Rostron on behalf of Confederation of UK Coal
Producers calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
take steps to guarantee: (a) that exploitable coal deposits are accorded
positive policies within development plans; (b) that opencast coal
development is considered within the planning system like any other
development proposal; (c) that the strategic need for coal is recognised in the
determination of opencast coal applications, and (d) that energy, from a
Scottish employment business and economic perspective, is recognised as an
important consideration in government development planning and guidance.

19/06/2001 The Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive on the issues
raised in the petition. The Committee also agreed to copy the petition to both the
Transport and Environment and the European Committees for information only.

11/09/2001 The Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to this
petition.  The PP Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee with the recommendation that it be considered together with
PE346.

11/09/2001 The European Committee agreed to note this petition and take no further action, and
also noted that the T&E Committee would be the most appropriate Committee to
deal with this issue.

12/12/2001 The T&E Committee agreed to appoint Adam Ingram and Nora Radcliffe as
Reporters on the application of National Planning Policy Guidance 16 and the cost of
monitoring and enforcing mineral permissions.

23/01/2002 The T&E Committee considered a paper from the Committee’s Reporters on PE346
and PE369, outlining possible next steps on the petitions.  The Committee agreed
the terms of reference set out in the paper, and to the suggested arrangements for
the Reporters to seek written information and, subject to CLG approval, hold
meetings with interested parties.
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12/06/2002 The T&E Committee considered a reporters’ paper on Petition PE 346 by Scotland
Opposing Opencast and Petition PE 369 by the Confederation of UK Coal
Producers. The Committee agreed the paper, subject to specified changes. The
Committee further agreed that the paper should be passed to the Minister for Social
Justice for the Scottish Executive’s response.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE370 Petition by Ms Lydia Reid on behalf of Scottish Parents for a Public Enquiry
into Organ Retention, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary
steps to ensure that a full public inquiry, chaired by an eminent member of the
judiciary, is carried out into the issue of organ retention to ensure that the
illegal removal and storage of tissue and organs will not be repeated; and to
examine the role and power held by the Procurator Fiscal to order a post
mortem.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration (in conjunction with PE283),
drawing to its attention the additional request made for an examination of the role of
Procurators Fiscal in relation to organ removal and retention following post mortems.
The PP Committee also agreed to copy the petition to the Justice 2 Committee for
information only.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to notify the petition to the Executive review group
chaired by Professor McLean, clarify when the group would be reporting, and await
the publication of the group’s report.

28/11/2001 The Committee agreed to note the petition and await the outcome of the Scottish
Executive consultation on the findings of the Independent Review Group on
Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no action at this stage.
22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the

Scottish Executive has responded to the report of the Independent Review Group on
the Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE371 Petition by Mr John Calder, on behalf of Banff Academy and other
Aberdeenshire parents action groups, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
take a view on whether Aberdeenshire Council and other local authorities are
fully complying with existing legislation governing school transport
entitlement and to review and amend the existing legislation to ensure that it
fully reflects the road traffic conditions of today.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition, in particular on whether the existing governing
the provision of free school transport legislation is adequate.  The PP Committee
also agreed to seek comments from the respective local authorities and COSLA on
the issues raised in the petition.  The PP Committee further agreed to copy the
petition to the Education, Culture and Sport Committee for information only.

12/02/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, West Lothian
Council and Aberdeenshire Council in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE371
and PE368.  The PP Committee agreed to refer the petitions to the EC&S
Committee for further consideration.

26/03/2002 The EC&S Committee considered PE 371 from Mr John Calder, on behalf of Banff
Academy and other Aberdeenshire parents, alongside PE368 concerning eligibility
criteria for free school transport and safety issues.  The Committee agreed to seek
clarification from the Executive on guidance issued on school travel and to ask
COSLA to respond to the issues raised during discussion.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.
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PE373 Petition by Mr Raymond Dorricott calling for the Scottish Parliament to amend
the current legislation with regard to the issue of summary warrants by
Sheriffs to local authorities, insofar as this relates to the rights of alleged
debtors to reply or make comment before a warrant is issued.

19/06/2001 The PP Committee agreed to seek comments from the Scottish Executive on the
issues raised in the petition.

11/09/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
this petition.  The PP Committee agreed to refer the petition to the relevant Justice
Committee with the recommendation that it be considered when the Executive’s
proposals for the replacement of poindings and warrant sales are examined.

21/11/2001 The J1 Committee agreed to defer its consideration of the petition until the Minister
for Justice has made a statement on the consultation on the recommendations of the
Working Group on a Replacement for Poinding and Warrant Sale.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – J1 awaiting response from Executive.

PE374 Petition by Dr Steve Gilbert calling for the Scottish Parliament to act urgently
to investigate and redress the underfunding of Chronic Pain Management
Services, to debate the matter in Parliament and to urge the Minister for Health
and Community Care and Health Boards to move chronic pain up the health
agenda.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek comments from the Scottish
Executive on the issues raised in the petition.  The PP Committee also agreed to
copy the petition to the Health and Community Care Committee for information only.

11/09/2001 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
this petition and agreed to refer the petition to the H&CC Committee for further
consideration, pointing out in particular the lack of pain services provision in the
Highlands.  The PP Committee also agreed to write to the Executive and draw its
attention to members’ comments as recorded in the Official Report of the meeting.

19/09/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to await the Scottish Executive’s second response to
the Petitions Committee and also to write to the Scottish Executive seeking
clarification on certain points related to the petition.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to get further
clarification of its position in relation to funding of Chronic Pain services and
management and information on waiting times for Chronic Pain treatment.

27/02/2002 A full parliamentary debate on Chronic Pain was held in the Chamber.
06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the

Scottish Executive response was received.
22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to continue the item for a further report on possible

courses of action.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE375 Petition by Mrs Elaine Crawford calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry out
a review of criminal injuries compensation procedure and policy, and a review
of sentencing policy on violent crime.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Justice 1
Committee for information, with the recommendation that the aspects of the petition
relating to sentencing policy be taken into account as part of that committee’s
proposed external research into attitudes to sentencing. The PP Committee also
agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive on the issues raised in the
petition in relation to the procedures and policies of the CICA.

25/09/2001 The J1 Committee agreed to consider the issue of sentencing policy once the
outcome of its current research study on attitudes to sentences was known, and to
ask the PP Committee to contact Victim Support Scotland to inquire whether this
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organisation is content that recent improvements instigated by both the Home Office
and CICA are sufficient.

02/10/2001 The PP Committee agreed to send copies of Scottish Executive correspondence to
the petitioner and also agreed to refer the petition to the relevant UK Government
Minister, requesting that they respond direct to the petitioner on the issues raised,
and that they copy their response to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – awaiting response from VSS.
J1 to consider petition again following the completion of its Attitudes to Sentencing
research.

PE377 Petition by Mr Michael Kayes calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry out an
urgent investigation into the practice of toxic dumping, cattle incineration and
other polluting activities in built-up areas, with particular reference to the
dumping and other disposals currently taking place in the East End of
Glasgow.

11/09/2001 The Public Petitions Committee considered a response from the Scottish
Environment Protection Agency in relation to this petition.  The PP Committee
agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and Environment Committee with the
recommendation that it consider the wider planning issues involved.

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to consider petition PE377 by Mr Michael Kayes on
polluting activities in built up areas at a future meeting.

06/06/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to appoint Fiona McLeod as a reporter on the petition.
The Committee also agreed to write to the Minister for Environment and Rural
Development and the Minister for Social Justice on matters arising from the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE380 Petition by Mr David Macnab, on behalf of the East of Scotland Supporters
Association, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) take account of the
recommendation made in the 5th Report 2000 of the European Committee that
Committees of the Parliament should actively consider ways to promote fans’
participation in the decision making process within senior Scottish football,
and (b) request that the Education, Culture and Sport Committee initiate an
inquiry into these issues.

19/06/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee as to whether it would wish to carry out an inquiry into the
issues raised by the petitioners.

19/09/2001 The EC&S Committee agreed that Mr Frank McAveety be appointed as a reporter on
this matter and sought a report at a later meeting.

30/05/2002 The EC&S Committee has confirmed that the Reporter on this petition, Frank
McAveety, no longer sits on the Committee following his appointment as a Junior
Minister.  The Committee will consider further action on this petition at an away day
in August.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 2 OCTOBER 2001

PE396 Petition by Mr Nick Fletcher calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that the citizens of Scotland continue to have
access to free and independent advice services.

02/10/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Social Justice Minister for her
views on the issues raised.  The PP Committee also agreed to seek comments from
the City of Edinburgh Council and COSLA.  In addition, the PP Committee agreed to
write to Citizens Advice Scotland for clarification of the funding issues involved,
asking in particular whether the problems raised by the Edinburgh CABs had been
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experienced elsewhere in Scotland.  The PP Committee agreed to send a copy of
the petition to the Social Justice Committee for information only at this stage.

18/12/2001 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, City of
Edinburgh Council, Citizens Advice Scotland and CoSLA in relation to this petition.
The PP Committee agreed that the petition should be referred to the Local
Government Committee for further consideration.

05/03/2002 The LG Committee agreed to refer this petition to the Social Justice Committee for
further consideration.

17/04/2002 The SJ Committee considered Petition PE396 and agreed to write to the Minister for
Social Justice for further information.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE398 Petition by Ms Helen McDade calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to carry out a Strategic Needs Review Assessment on M.E.
(Myalgic Encephalomyelitis) and C.F.S. (Chronic Fatigue Syndrome), and to
take a range of other steps in relation to the treatment of, and research into
these conditions.

02/10/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive to seek its
comments on the issues raised in the petition and to ask for an update on the
CFS/ME Working Group referred to in related correspondence.  The PP Committee
also agreed to consult the Health and Community Care Committee on whether it
would consider conducting an enquiry into this matter.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to seek further information on the work being carried
out by the CMO in England and Wales and revisit the petition at a future meeting.

15/01/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
this petition.  The PP Committee agreed to refer the petition to the H&CC Committee
for further consideration.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee appointed John McAllion as reporter to monitor the position of
the Executive and report back to the Committee.

22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee considered a reply on the petition from the Scottish
Executive.  It was agreed that John McAllion, reporter to the Committee, should
contact the Scottish Executive to seek clarification on a number of points.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 23 OCTOBER 2001

PE400   Petition by Clare McCann on behalf of Deaf Equality & Accessibility Forum
calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate and take the necessary steps
to ensure that local authorities throughout Scotland provide adequate
provision of Social Work Services to deaf and hard of hearing people in their
catchment area, particularly the view of the soon to be published "Best
Practice Standards" paper.

23/10/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive, requesting
information on whether guidelines exist with regard to the provision of the services
involved by local authorities and, if not, whether there is any intention to produce
such guidelines.  The PP Committee also agreed to write to South Lanarkshire
Council and COSLA requesting comments on the issues raised in the petition, and to
seek the views of the Equal Opportunities Committee on the most appropriate
parliamentary Committee to give further consideration to this matter.

27/11/2001 The EO Committee agreed to recommend to the Public Petitions Committee that the
Local Government Committee was the most appropriate committee to give further
consideration to the matter.
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18/12/2001 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, South
Lanarkshire Council and the Equal Opportunities Committee in relation to this
petition, and noted that the concerns raised in the petition have now been addressed
by South Lanarkshire Council.  The PP Committee agreed to copy the responses
received to the petitioners to establish whether they are content with the action taken
by the Council.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – awaiting petitioners’ response (reminder
sent 12/06/2002)

PE403    Petition by Mr Allan C McDougall calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
urgent action regarding (a) the whole problem of commercial developments
directly on to the Trunk Road network, in order to reinforce the guidance in
NPPG 17, (b) to require that arrangements be made for public meetings to be
held to allow for proper consultation on such important developments, and (c)
to advise the Scottish Executive that such new developments should not be
allowed on the already congested A90 in Aberdeen without a by-pass.

23/10/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee for further consideration, with the recommendation that it is
taken into account as part of the Committee’s inquiry into the integrated transport
issues in Aberdeen.  The PP Committee also agreed to recommend that the T&E
Committee consider whether there is a requirement to examine further the wider
issues raised in the petition, relating to planning guidance and public consultation.

26/02/2002 The T&E Committee considered PE403 and agreed to conclude its consideration of
the petition by writing to inform the petitioner that the Committee cannot take a view
on the individual planning decision cited in the petition, but the Committee would
take the petition into account as part of its on-going consideration of Petition PE357
on Aberdeen transport infrastructure.  The Committee agreed to provide the
petitioner with information about the Scottish Executive’s current consultation on
public involvement in the planning process.  The Committee also agreed to write to
the Minister for Social Justice to draw his attention to the general issues raised in the
petition on the application of National Planning Policy Guideline 17.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 6 NOVEMBER 2001

PE404   Petition by Mr Walter Limond calling for the Scottish Parliament to instruct the
Scottish Prison Service to return to the pre-November 1987 agreement, as per
the Principal Civil Service Pension Scheme Rules, for groups of staff who are
forced to retire before reaching age 60 years.

06/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the comments from the Scottish
Prison Service on the background to and the application of the retirement policy
which the petition addresses.  The PP Committee also agreed to seek the views of
the Scottish Prison Officers Association.

15/01/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Prison Service and the
Scottish Prison Officers Association in relation to this petition.  The PP Committee
agreed to request further information from the Scottish Prison Service.

23/04/2002 The Committee considered a response from the Scottish Prison Service in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to write to the Prison Officers’ Association Scotland for
its views on the SPS response.  It was also agreed to write to the Scottish Trades
Union Congress to seek its comments on the general issues raised, and to the Equal
Opportunities Committee to establish whether it would be willing to further consider
the issues raised in the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.
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PE405   Petition by Mr James Duff calling for the Scottish Parliament to change the law
in order that complaints against solicitors are taken out of the hands of the
Law Society of Scotland and placed with an independent body.

06/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Justice 1
Committee with the recommendation that it be considered as part of its inquiry into
the legal profession.

21/11/2001 The J1 Committee agreed to consider the petitioner’s concerns when it took
evidence on the Committee’s regulation of the legal profession inquiry. Lord James
Douglas-Hamilton, Christine Grahame and Gordon Jackson declared interests.

25/01/2002 The J1 Committee agreed not to take any specific action on the petition, but is
currently conducting a major inquiry into the Regulation of the Legal Profession and
will consider the general issues raised within the petition as part of this inquiry.  
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing within the context of the Inquiry into
Regulation of the Legal Profession.

PE406    Petition by Miss Margaret Doig calling for the Scottish Parliament to redress
the omissions concerning current law and code of practice governing post
mortem, removal and retention of organs and disposal of the body and parts
where the deceased has no relatives, as and when recommendations for
changes in the law and codes of practice in relation to these matters are
implemented.

06/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee with the recommendation that it should (a) establish
whether the Executive is to consider the specific issues involved in the petition as
part of its Review Group examining organ retention matters and, (b) if it is not,
consider whether these should be examined separately.

20/11/2001 The PP Committee noted further correspondence from the petitioner clarifying the
aims of her petition.

28/11/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer the petition to the next meeting to allow
members to consider the Report on the Independent Review Group on the Retention
of Organs at Post-Mortem.

12/12/2001 The H&CC Committee agreed to note the petition and await the outcome of the
Executive consultation on the findings of the Independent Review Group on the
Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no action at this stage.
22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to defer this petition to a future meeting until the

Scottish Executive has responded to the report of the Independent Review Group on
the Retention of Organs at Post-Mortem.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE408  Petition by Ms Aileen McDermott calling for the Scottish Parliament to amend
current legislation to ensure that victims of crime are informed of all relevant
procedural issues and consulted prior to the sentencing of those convicted;
that in cases of stalking or harassment, an interdict or non-harassment order
is enforced under criminal law and that an accused’s criminal record is
presented in court during trial/retrial if of any relevance to the case being tried.

06/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
details of and an update on the implementation of its Scottish Strategy for Victims
and to seek the Executive’s comments on how the Strategy and the recently passed
Protection from Abuse (Scotland) Bill might address the petitioner’s concerns.  The
PP Committee also agreed to seek the views of Victim Support Scotland and to send
a copy of the petition to the Justice 2 Committee for information.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – awaiting response from VSS (reminder sent
19/03/02)
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PPC MEETING 20 NOVEMBER 2001

PE412 Petition by Elizabeth and Jane Allison Edmund calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to introduce the position of a
Commissioner for Bullying in Scotland with powers to: (a) produce guidelines
for the police and local authorities regarding bullying of and by children, (b)
intervene in cases where the police and local authorities will take no action or
where any action taken is not effective, (c)  provide support and assistance to
those affected by bullying and (d)  investigate intimidation of those affected by
bullying by local government, authorities and agencies and by the police.

20/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the comments of the Scottish
Executive on the issues raised, asking in particular for an update of the position in
relation to the initiatives designed to tackle youth crime which were detailed in
response to an earlier petition, PE256.  The PP Committee also agreed to request
comments from the Anti-Bullying Network on the issues raised and to pass a copy to
the Education, Culture and Sport Committee for information only.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to write again to the Executive seeking clarification on
several matters.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to The
Scottish Churches Parliamentary Office, for information only.
Consideration of the petition is still ongoing.

PE413 Petition by Mr George McAulay on behalf of UK Men’s Movement calling for the
Scottish Parliament to (a) recognise Parental Alienation Syndrome as a cruel
and serious form of child and domestic abuse and to develop intervention
strategies to prevent it  (b) ensure that agencies coming into contact with
children are given training in early diagnosis and prevention and in true
gender neutrality; and (c) request that the Scottish Executive commission a
study by a respected and neutral academic of PAS.

20/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised in the two related petitions and agreed to take no further action on
petition PE413 and to refer petition PE438 to the relevant Justice Committee for
further consideration.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE420 Petition by Councillor Sam Campbell calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to re-regulate the bus service in Scotland to enable rural
communities that depend on it to have an adequate bus services.

20/11/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to await the responses from those consulted
in relation to PE409, which raised similar issues, with a view to considering both
petitions in the light of the information received.  The PP Committee also agreed to
seek the comments of Midlothian Council on the specific situation referred to by the
petitioners.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from Midlothian Council in relation to the
issues raised and agreed to copy this to the Executive with a request for comments
on its contents.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 4 DECEMBER 2001

PE422 Petition by Mr James Docherty calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to implement a similar protection for school playing fields in
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Scotland as provided by Section 77 of the Schools Standards and Framework
Act, 1988 in England and Wales.

04/12/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Executive on the
issues raised in the petition, asking in particular for details of any legislative
protection for school playing fields in Scotland, and how this compares with that
which exists in England.

12/02/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised in petitions PE422 and PE430.  The PP Committee agreed to refer
these petitions, together with PE454 considered under agenda item 1, to the
Transport & Environment Committee for further consideration.

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to consider the petition PE422 by Mr James Docherty
on protection for school playing fields at a future meeting.

06/06/2002 The T&E Committee considered the petitions PE422, PE430 and PE454 together
due to their similarities in subject matter.  The Committee agreed to write to the
Minister for Social Justice on matters arising from the three petitions.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE423  Petition by Mr Terry O’Donnell calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to (a) return water and sewerage services to unitary authority
control throughout Scotland, (b) continue the water rates relief for churches
and voluntary organisations in Scotland and (c) reject any proposals for
fluoride to be added to the Scottish water supply.

04/12/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed that the Executive should be asked to
provide an update on its position in relation to fluoridation of the public water supply
and for its comments on the water rates relief issue.  The PP Committee also agreed
to copy the petition to the Transport and Environment Committee for information only
at this stage.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002

PPC MEETING 18 DECEMBER 2001

PE425   Petition by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan calling for the Scottish Parliament to
adopt the precautionary principle recommended by the Transport and the
Environment Committee in its Report on the planning procedures for
telecommunications developments and the Stewart Report regarding the siting
of telecommunications antennae in densely populated areas or within 600m of
schools, residential care homes or hospitals.

18/12/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
on the issues raised in the petition, asking in particular whether there are any
ongoing studies or available research into the safety of emissions from base
stations, acknowledging that responsibility for any such studies may lie with other
Departments or agencies.  The PP Committee also agreed to seek the views of the
Transport and Environment Committee on the reaction of the Executive to the
recommendations relating to emissions contained in its report on planning
procedures for telecommunications developments.

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to consider petition PE425 by Mrs Anne-Marie Glashan
on the siting of mobile phone masts at a future meeting.

22/05/2002 The Transport and Environment Committee had been asked by the Public Petitions
Committee to comment on the Executive’s response to its report on planning
procedures for telecommunications developments, in the context of petition PE425.
The Committee expressed concerns that many of its recommendations, including the
need for further research, were not being progressed, and agreed to refer the Public
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Petitions Committee to the relevant extract from the Official Report of the meeting for
full details of members’ views.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002

PE427    Petition by Reverend Iain Murdoch calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge
the Scottish Executive to (a) withdraw its list of resources for health education
and (b) ensure that all teaching materials comply with the more recently
approved guidelines issued by the Education Department of the Scottish
Executive on the conduct of education in schools.

18/12/2001 Phil Gallie proposed that the Committee should write to the Scottish Executive
requesting that the Working Group on Sex Education in Scottish Schools be
reconvened to consider the issues raised in the petition.  The proposal was
disagreed to by division.

For:  Phil Gallie, Dorothy-Grace Elder
 Against: John Farquhar Munro, Rhoda Grant, John McAllion
  Abstention: Helen Eadie

The Committee subsequently agreed that the petition should be referred to the
Education, Culture and Sport Committee for further consideration, with the
recommendation that it should clarify the position of the main church organisations in
relation to the issues raised in the petition.

15/01/2002 The PP Committee considered and agreed to note an additional submission from the
petitioner in relation to the issues raised.

20/03/2002 The EC&S Committee considered PE427 relating to Health Education Guidelines.
The Committee agreed to send a letter to the Minister on this matter and to consider
a draft of the letter at its meeting on 23 April 2002.

23/04/2002 The EC&S Committee considered the text of a draft letter to the Minister on Petition
PE427 by Reverend Iain Murdoch on health education resources. The Committee
noted Mr Monteith’s dissent on certain drafting points and agreed that the final draft
be submitted to the Deputy Convener for approval.

30/04/2002 The EC&S Committee wrote to the Minister for Education and Young People raising
concerns regarding the suitability of some of the materials on sex education used in
schools and requesting comments.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE430    Petition by Mrs M Glendinning on behalf of Broomlands User Group, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to consider (a) whether it is appropriate for local
authorities as owners of school playing fields to be able to sell such assets
and also grant planning permission to a developer when such a sale is
opposed, and (b) whether in the circumstances of an opposed sale, there
should be legally binding guidelines as to the method of consultative
procedures.

18/12/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed that, in view of the similarities between this
petition and PE422, it should be quickly copied to the Executive asking that the
response requested in relation to the previous petition should now address the
issues raised in both petitions.

12/02/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised in petitions PE430 and PE422.  The PP Committee agreed to refer
these petitions, together with PE454 considered under agenda item 1, to the
Transport & Environment Committee for further consideration.

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to consider petition PE430 by Mrs M Glendinning on the
sale of school playing fields at a future meeting.

06/06/2002 The T&E Committee considered the petitions PE422, PE430 and PE454 together
due to their similarities in subject matter.  The Committee agreed to write to the
Minister for Social Justice on matters arising from the three petitions.
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Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE432   Petition by Mr William McCormack on behalf of Dumfries Welfare Rights,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) recommend to local authorities that
any independent appeals/review panels that are not empowered to alter or
change faulty social services policies but who are only allowed to make
recommendations back to the very committees who originally authorised the
faulty or illegal policy will never be seen as independent or fair if their
recommendations are consistently ignored by those committees and (b)
recommend to Dumfries and Galloway Council that they immediately abandon
their revised charging policy for non-residential community care and consult
with service users and their representatives to introduce a legal, well thought
out charging policy.

18/12/2001 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to seek the views of the Scottish Executive
and Dumfries and Galloway Council on the issues raised in the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – PPC awaiting responses from Executive
and Dumfries & Galloway Council.

PPC MEETING 15 JANUARY 2002

PE436 Petition by Ms Marcia Ramsay, on behalf of Advocacy 2000, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to ensure that in the
development of the new Mental Health Act (a) access to independent advocacy
by individuals is implemented, and (b) there is a duty placed on Health Boards
and local authorities to make provision for collective advocacy in hospitals
and communities.

15/01/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
its comments on the issues raised in the petition, asking in particular whether the
rights of access to independent advocacy for service users will be included in the
proposed Mental Health Bill.

12/03/2002 The Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.  The Committee agreed to copy the Executive response to the
petitioner to establish whether she is content with the proposals outlined.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE437  Petition by Mr John Macleod calling for the Scottish Parliament to call on the
Scottish Executive to (a) secure the future of the Gaelic language through a
Gaelic Language Act, (b) develop in partnership with local authorities and
Gaelic organisations, a co-ordinated strategy for the language.

15/01/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
its comments on the issues raised in the petition.  It was also agreed that a copy of
the petition should be passed to the Clerk to the Education, Culture and Sport
Committee for information only.

12/03/2002 The Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.  The Committee agreed to copy the response to the petitioner and to
consider the petition again following the publication of a report by the Advisory Group
on Gaelic.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE438 Petition by Mr George McAuley on behalf of UK Men’s Movement calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to establish procedures in
order for a minor child to be able to access the resources necessary to
establish a right of contact with his or her sibling(s) where such sibling(s)
have been wilfully alienated by a parent having custody of those sibling(s).



ANNEX A

30

15/01/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
that it provide a joint response on the issues raised both in this petition and in
petition PE413 on Parental Alienation Syndrome.  It was also agreed that a copy of
the petition should be passed to the Clerks to the Justice Committees for information
only.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised in the two related petitions and agreed to take no further action on
petition PE413 and to refer petition PE438 to the relevant Justice Committee for
further consideration.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE440 Petition by Mr and Mrs Dave Crichton calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate the problems being faced by patients who are ready to be released
or transferred from Carstairs State Hospital.

15/01/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
its comments on the issues raised in the petition.   It was also agreed that a copy of
the petition should be passed to the Clerk to the Health and Community Care
Committee for information only.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - awaiting response from Executive (reminder
sent 28/05/2002)

PPC MEETING 5 FEBRUARY 2002

PE442 Petition by Mr Howard Campbell, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
facilitate the setting up of a film industry in Scotland.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
its comments on the issue raised in the petition and seeking an update on the
National Cultural Strategy initiatives that are related to the development of the film
industry in Scotland.

23/04/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to formally refer the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration.

07/05/2002 The EC&S Committee considered PE442 calling for the Parliament to facilitate the
setting up of a film industry in Scotland and agreed to consider this petition during its
proposed awayday in August.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE444 Petition by Mr Allan Berry, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
and report on (a) the amount of radioactive substances throughout the marine
food chain, (b) the quantity present in seafood harvested from different
sectors of Scottish waters, inshore, offshore and accessible to migratory fish
and (c) the scale of the increase in such contamination over the last decade.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive and North
Atlantic Fisheries College requesting their comments on the issues raised in this
petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - PPC awaiting responses from the Executive
and North Atlantic Fisheries College.

PE445 Petition by Stella R Anderson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to examine
financial discrepancies between the terms of a Toll Order and those of an
assignation statement, both relating to a scheme on the A87 to Skye, to allow
the charging of tolls on a trunk road.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both the Scottish Executive and
the Lord Advocate requesting comments on the issues raised in the petition.  It was
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agreed to ask specifically for comments on (a) the validity of the legal
documentation; (b) the handling of the appeals process in the courts; (c) the alleged
awarding of contracts for the Skye Bridge project prior to the public inquiry on the
matter; and (d) figures quoted by the petitioner regarding the funding of the project.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Executive and Lord Advocate in
relation to the issues raised and agreed to write again to the Executive seeking
clarification on a number of matters.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE446 Petition by Julia Clarke, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to protect the health and safety of all consumers by extending
food licensing butchers’ shops to the licensing of all food premises.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Food Standards Agency
seeking its views on the issues raised in the petition, asking in particular about the
practicalities and costs involved in implementing a licensing system of the nature
proposed and the potential implications for businesses in remote communities.  It
was also agreed that a copy of this letter should be sent to the Scottish Executive
and that a copy of the petition should be sent to the Clerk to the Health and
Community Care Committee for information only at this stage.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – PPC awaiting FSA response.

PE447 Petition by Mr Gregor McIntyre, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to put in place across Scotland all necessary structures and
regulations to ensure that local community volunteers are able to develop or
pursue local health and social inclusion projects in parallel with or
independently of the strategic objectives of statutory agencies.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
its comments on the issues raised both in the petition and in the letter of support
provided by Des McNulty MSP.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Executive in relation to the
issues raised and agreed to copy the response to both the petitioners and to Des
McNulty MSP, seeking their comments on the Joint Health Improvement Plan
process.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE453  Petition by Father Stephen Dunn, calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry
out a full review of the process of consultation with local communities
regarding the siting of proposed secure unit in the Greater Glasgow Health
Board area since the previous petition on that matter (PE48) was considered
by the Parliament.

05/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to Greater Glasgow Health Board
requesting its formal comments on the issues raised by the petitioners.  It was also
agreed that a copy of the petition should be passed to the Clerk to the Health &
Community Care Committee for information only at this stage.

26/02/2002 The PP Committee agreed to postpone consideration of a detailed response from
Greater Glasgow Health Board in relation to this petition until its next meeting.

12/03/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from Glasgow Greater Health Board
(GGHB) in relation to the issues raised, and agreed to seek further clarification from
GGHB on a number of matters.

23/04/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from Glasgow Greater Health Board in
relation to the issues raised.  The Committee agreed to refer the petition and
associated correspondence to the H&CC Committee, suggesting that it may wish to
further consider the more general issues raised within the context of its previous
recommendations on the consultation methods used by health boards.
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22/05/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to arrange an evidence session for a future meeting,
including the Minister, the Greater Glasgow Health Board and the petitioners
themselves.  The petitioners in relation to PE48, Glasgow North Action Group, are
also to be invited to give evidence.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 12 FEBRUARY 2002

PE449  Petition by Mr Alex Hogg, on behalf of the Scottish Gamekeepers Association
(SGA), calling for the Scottish Parliament to initiate an independent
investigation into the impact of predatory birds on waders, songbirds, fish
stocks and gamebirds.

12/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both Scottish Natural Heritage
(SNH) and the Scottish Homing Union requesting comments on the issues raised in
the petition.  It was also agreed that a copy of the petition should be passed to the
Clerk to the Transport & Environment Committee for information only at this stage.

26/03/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from Scottish Natural Heritage and the
Scottish Homing Union in relation to the issues raised.  The Committee agreed to
copy the petition and responses received to Alex Neil MSP, seeking confirmation as
to whether the issues raised in the petition are likely to be addressed as part of the
research commissioned by his working group.  The Committee also agreed to pass a
copy of the petition and related correspondence to the Clerks to the Rural
Development and Transport and Environment Committees for information only at this
stage.

07/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from Alex Neil MSP in relation to the
issues raised and, on his advice, agreed to formally refer the petition to the Transport
and Environment Committee for further consideration.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE451  Petition by Mr Malcolm Fleming, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to protect jobs in the Stranraer area and ensure the survival
of the Loch Ryan ports by urging the Scottish Executive to substantially
upgrade the A77 and the A75 at the earliest opportunity.

12/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive requesting
comments on the issues raised in the petition.
Executive response now received – to be considered by the PPC shortly.

PE452 Petition by Mr James A Mackie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate a range of issues relating to the methods of diagnosis and
treatment of adults with Autistic Spectrum Disorder in psychiatric wards in
Scotland.

12/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both the Scottish Executive and
the Cross-Party Group on Autistic Spectrum Disorders requesting comments on the
issues raised in the petition.  The Committee also agreed that a copy of the petition
should be passed to the Clerk to the Health & Community Care Committee for
information only at this stage.

06/03/2002 The H&CC Committee agreed to take no further action on this petition unless it is
subsequently referred to the Committee by the Public Petitions Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - PPC awaiting both responses (reminders
sent 29/05/2002).

PE454  Petition by Mr Peter Watson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a)
investigate whether the rules governing the disposal of playing fields in
Scotland are strong enough and if those rules are being adhered to by local
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authorities and (b) ensure that planning legislation disallows planning
authorities from agreeing a sale of playing fields and designating them as
suitable for housing development where they

12/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee considered this petition within the context of
responses from the Scottish Executive in relation to issues raised in petitions PE422
and PE430.   The Committee agreed to refer these petitions, together with PE454
considered under agenda item 1, to the Transport & Environment Committee for
further consideration.

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee agreed to consider the petition PE454 by Mr Peter Watson on
the sale of playing fields at a future meeting.

06/06/2002 The T&E Committee considered the petitions PE422, PE430 and PE454 together
due to their similarities in subject matter.  The Committee agreed to write to the
Minister for Social Justice on matters arising from the three petitions.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE455  Petition by Mr Alex Hogg on behalf of the Scottish Gamekeepers  Association
(SGA), calling for the Scottish Parliament to initiate an independent inquiry
into the cruelty and animal welfare implications of shooting red deer out of
season.

12/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write, as a matter of urgency, to both the
Scottish Executive and the Deer Commission for Scotland requesting comments on
the issues raised in the petition.   The Committee also agreed that a copy of the
petition should be passed to the Clerk to the Rural Development Committee for
information only at this stage.

26/02/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive and the Deer
Commission for Scotland (DCS) in relation to the issues raised.  The Committee
agreed to write to the petitioners to seek their formal comments on the responses.
The Committee also agreed to write to the Association of Deer Management Groups
seeking their views on the issues raised, and to pass copies of the petition and
related correspondence to the Cross Party Group on Animal Welfare for information
only.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – awaiting response from CPG on A Welfare.

PPC MEETING 26 FEBRUARY 2002

PE457 Petition by Ms Dorothy Baird, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps in order to bring Steiner Waldorf education into the publicly
funded sector as a matter of priority.

26/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
comments on the issues raised, together with information on the outcome of a recent
meeting between officials and the petitioner.  The Committee also agreed to request
the views of the new COSLA education spokesperson.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – PPC awaiting Executive response (reminder
sent 29/05/2002).

PE462 Petition by Mrs Margie Currie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask
Scottish Natural Heritage (a) to provide the original data sheets for all alleged
hen harrier sites on Arran for the purpose of verification and (b) to give details
of the changes in data collection and presentation procedures which it
proposes for all Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) designations in future
to ensure adequate corroboration.

26/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to Scottish Natural Heritage
requesting its comments in relation to the issues raised in this petition, alongside
PE463 and PE464.  The Committee also agreed to seek comments from the Scottish
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Executive and Advisory Committee on SSSIs, as to the adequacy of SNH’s
procedures with regard to the designation of SSSIs, SPAs and SACs and related
consultations.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Clerk
to the Transport and Environment Committee for information only at this stage.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Executive, Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) and the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(ACSSSI) in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464.  The
Committee agreed to invite SNH and the ACSSI to appear before the Committee to
present their views and to hold an additional meeting for this purpose before the
summer recess.  The Committee also agreed to link and further consider the related
petition PE246 with these petitions.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee agreed to the Convener’s proposal to defer the further
consideration of petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464 until after the summer recess
when the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest would be
available to give evidence to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE463 Petition by Councillor Donald Manford, calling for the Scottish Parliament (a)
to ask Scottish Natural Heritage why it allegedly published erroneous
information about local public opinion on the Sound of Barra consultation that
it carried out for the Scottish Executive and (b) to verify that SNH’s general
procedures for consultations of this sort comply with the duty imposed on it
by Sections 3(1) (e) and (f) of the Natural Heritage (Scotland) Act.

26/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to Scottish Natural Heritage
requesting its comments in relation to the issues raised in this petition, alongside
PE462 and PE464.  The Committee also agreed to seek comments from the Scottish
Executive and Advisory Committee on SSSIs, as to the adequacy of SNH’s
procedures with regard to the designation of SSSIs, SPAs and SACs and related
consultations.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Clerk
to the Transport and Environment Committee for information only at this stage.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Executive, Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) and the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(ACSSSI) in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464.  The
Committee agreed to invite SNH and the ACSSI to appear before the Committee to
present their views and to hold an additional meeting for this purpose before the
summer recess.  The Committee also agreed to link and further consider the related
petition PE246 with these petitions.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee agreed to the Convener’s proposal to defer the further
consideration of petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464 until after the summer recess
when the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest would be
available to give evidence to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE464 Petition by Robert Cunyngham Brown, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
ask Scottish Natural Heritage to provide (a) scientific justification for the list of
raingoose Special Protection Areas it has classified or is in the process of
classifying and (b) details of the measures it took when compiling that list, to
satisfy the statutory duty to take account of the interests of landowners,
crofters and local communities.

26/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to Scottish Natural Heritage
requesting its comments in relation to the issues raised in this petition, alongside
PE462 and PE463.  The Committee also agreed to seek comments from the Scottish
Executive and Advisory Committee on SSSIs, as to the adequacy of SNH’s
procedures with regard to the designation of SSSIs, SPAs and SACs and related
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consultations.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Clerk
to the Transport and Environment Committee for information only at this stage.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Executive, Scottish Natural
Heritage (SNH) and the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest
(ACSSSI) in relation to the issues raised in petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464.  The
Committee agreed to invite SNH and the ACSSI to appear before the Committee to
present their views and to hold an additional meeting for this purpose before the
summer recess.  The Committee also agreed to link and further consider the related
petition PE246 with these petitions.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee agreed to the Convener’s proposal to defer the further
consideration of petitions PE462, PE463 and PE464 until after the summer recess
when the Advisory Committee on Sites of Special Scientific Interest would be
available to give evidence to the Committee.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE469 Petition by Mr Phil Traish, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to resist privatisation and fragmentation of the water industry
in Scotland.

26/02/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive, requesting
its comments on the issues raised in the petition in light of the recent passing of the
Water Industry (Scotland) Bill and the proposed Water Environment and Water
Services (Scotland) Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - PPC awaiting response from Executive.

PPC MEETING 12 MARCH 2002

PE468 Petition by Ms Rozane Foyer, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to make provision for free nutritional meals, including the re-
introduction of free milk, in local authority schools in Scotland.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Education, Culture
and Sport Committee for further consideration in due course within the context of
Stage 2 of the School Meals (Scotland) Bill, with the recommendation that the
petitioners be invited to give evidence.

07/05/2002 The EC&S Committee noted PE 468 calling for the Parliament to make provision for
free nutritional meals, including the re-introduction of free milk, in local authority
schools. The petitioners are to give oral evidence on the School Meal (Scotland) Bill
and the Committee agreed to incorporate the petition in its Stage 1 consideration of
the Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE470      Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson, on behalf of the Munlochy Vigil, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a) immediately end the
GM Farm Scale Evaluations and (b) debate the future handling of the GM crops
issue in Scotland.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to refer the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee with the recommendation that it should (a) urgently examine
the issues raised in the context of the findings of its previous report on Genetically
Modified Organisms, with particular emphasis on the ‘precautionary principle’ and
List B procedures, and (b) seek the views of the Health and Community Care
Committee on the issues raised. The Committee also agreed to copy the petition to
both the First Minister and Minister for the Environment and Rural Development for
information only.
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27/03/2002 The T&E Committee considered Petition PE470 by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of
the Munlochy Vigil on genetically modified (GM) crops. The Committee agreed to
write to the Minister for Environment and Rural Development to seek an urgent
response from him to the scientific evidence, cited by the petitioners and others,
relating to the purported negative impacts of GM releases on public health and the
environment.  The Committee also agreed to seek the Minister’s views on how any
new scientific evidence might affect GM releases that have previously been
approved. The Committee further agreed to seek information from the Minister on
which bodies would be legally responsible to pay any compensation in respect of
claims for damages pertaining to GM releases.  The Committee agreed to request
that the Minister should copy his response to the Convener of the Health and
Community Care Committee.  The Committee finally agreed to write to the European
Commission Environment Directorate General to seek information on the way in
which policy towards GM releases is developing at a European level in response to
emerging new scientific information.

17/04/2002 The T&E Committee considered a response by the Minister for Environment and
Rural Development to a letter from the Convener, on issues raised by Petition PE470
by Mr Anthony Jackson on behalf of the Munlochy Vigil on Genetically Modified
Crops.
The Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Environment and Rural
Development to seek his views on issues arising from his response.
A proposal that the Committee should take oral evidence on the issues raised by
Petition PE470 was disagreed to by division (For 3, Against 5, Abstentions 1).
A proposal that the Committee should, in its letter to the Minister, recommend that
the current farm scale evaluation programme at Munlochy should be terminated was
agreed to by division (For 5, Against 4, Abstentions 0).

08/05/2002 The T&E Committee took evidence on petition PE470 by Mr Anthony Jackson, on
behalf of the Munlochy Vigil on Genetically Modified Crops, from—

Ross Finnie MSP, Minister for Environment and Rural Development
Derek Bearhop, Scottish Executive
Paul Cackette, Scottish Executive
David Williamson, Scottish Executive

The Committee agreed to consider its response to the petition at its next meeting.
15/05/2002 A proposal that the Committee should take oral evidence on other issues raised by

the petition was disagreed to by division (For 4, Against 4, Abstentions 0; proposal
disagreed to on casting vote).
A proposal that the Committee should conclude its consideration of the petition was
agreed to by division (For 4, Against 4, Abstentions 0; proposal agreed to on casting
vote).
The Committee agreed to refer the public health aspects of the petition to the H and
Community Care Committee.

19/06/2002 After consideration the Health and Community Care Committee agreed to appoint
Nicola Sturgeon as Committee Reporter on the Petition, requesting her to report
back to the Committee after the Summer Recess.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE472 Petition by Mr Narinder Singh Sahota, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate (a) current practice to assess adoption procedures for black and
ethnic minority children and (b) whether local authority social work
departments have met their obligations in this area under the Race Relations
Amendment Act 2000 and the Human Rights Act 1998.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
views on the issues raised in the petition, with a specific request for an update on the
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Adoption Policy Review.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition
to the Clerks to both the relevant Justice Committee and the Equal Opportunities
Committee for information only at this stage.

07/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Executive in relation to the
issues raised.  The Committee agreed to copy the Executive response to the
petitioners, seeking their comments as to whether the new National Care Standards
are likely to prevent the specific situation that has prompted the petition from arising
again.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE473  Petition by Mr Brian Turner, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) hold an
inquiry into the Bio Aerosol and Pathogenic problem, relating to sewage and
sludge in the sewage and industrial waste water industry in Scotland and (b)
carry out an extensive study on the long term effects of those airborne
contaminants on human health and also whether existing legislation is
adequate given the changing nature of the sewage and industrial waste water
industry.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency and East of Scotland Water, seeking their comments
on the issues raised in the petition.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of
this petition to the Clerk to the Transport and Environment Committee for information
only at this stage.

19/03/2002 A response from Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) indicated that due
to confines of its remit, it would not be appropriate to comment on the issues raised.
On SEPA’s advice, the PP Committee wrote to the Health and Safety Executive
(HSE), seeking its views.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered responses from the Scottish Executive, East of
Scotland Water and the Health and Safety Executive regarding the issues raised,
and agreed to defer further consideration of the petition until the related Court cases
that are pending are concluded.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE474 Petition by James A Mackie calling for the Scottish Parliament to take urgent
steps to (a) recognise the seriousness of the threat caused by heavy metals in
childhood illnesses and (b) appoint a non medical controlled scientific review
group to study all relevant material available on the subject of heavy metals
and their links to childhood conditions and to report.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
views on the issues raised within the petition, and agreed to consider the response
received alongside that relating to PE452 concerning autism.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised, and agreed to seek further clarification from the Executive on a
number of matters that were not fully addressed in its original response.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE476 Petition by Ms Catherine Harper on behalf of Scottish Women Against
Pornography, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take immediate steps to (a)
ensure that the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 is fully and effectively
enforced in relation to the display of obscene material and (b) review this
legislation to determine whether it is adequate or whether it requires
amendment.

12/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive, the
Parliamentary Cross-Party Groups on both Men’s Violence Against Women and
Survivors of Sexual Abuse, and the Association of Chief Police Officers Scotland,
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seeking their views in relation to the issues raised in the petition.  The Committee
also agreed to pass a copy of the petition on to the Clerks to the Justice Committees
for information only at this stage.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002.

PPC MEETING 26 MARCH 2002

PE475 Petition by Ms Cecilia Yardley on behalf of “Speakability”, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a) recognise aphasia as a
life-disabling condition, (b) develop and produce accurate measures to
recognise, treat and support aphasic people, (c) improve the quality of service
available to aphasia sufferers and (d) support service development based on
accurate measures of need and performance.

26/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its views on
the issues raised in the petition.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the
petition to the Clerk to the Health and Community Care Committee, for information
only at this stage.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised, and agreed to seek further clarification from the Executive on a
number of matters that were not fully addressed in its original response.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE477 Petition by Mr John McManus on behalf of Miscarriages Of Justice
Organisation, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive
to provide assistance in setting up an aftercare programme in the form of a
half way home to help people who have been wrongfully incarcerated and have
served long terms of imprisonment or whose conviction has been annulled at
the appeal court.

26/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its formal
comments on the issues raised in the petition, both in relation to justice and within a
wider social context.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to
the Clerk to the Justice 1 Committee for information only, in relation to its ongoing
inquiry into the criminal justice system in Scotland.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Executive in relation to the
issues raised and agreed to copy this response to the petitioners with a request for
their comments on its contents.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE479 Petition by W.E. Campbell, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to allow local communities to become more involved in the
planning process.

26/03/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
views on the issues raised in the petition, with a particular request for comments on
the practice whereby Public Inquiry Reporters can overrule the decisions of local
planning authorities.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to defer further consideration of the petition until the
Executive publishes its response to its recent consultation on improved community
involvement in the planning process.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.
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PPC MEETING 23 APRIL 2002

PE481 Petition by Mr Bill Wright on behalf of Cairngorms Campaign, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to ensure that powers for
the Cairngorms National Park Authority are as comprehensive as those for the
Loch Lomond and Trossachs National Park.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
formal views on the issues raised in the petition.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Executive in relation to the
issues raised and agreed to ask it to ensure that a copy of the consultation document
on the draft Designation Order for the Cairngorms National Park is sent to the
petitioners.  The Committee further agreed to refer the petition to the Rural
Development Committee with the recommendation that it is taken into account in due
course as part of the draft Designation Order.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE482 Petition by Mr Douglas J Keil on behalf of Scottish Police Federation, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a) make compulsory
for assailants and others who have exposed or potentially exposed police
officers to a risk of infection, to submit to a blood test or tests which will be
made available to the police officer should he so wish and (b) amend the Data
Protection Act 1998 so that the result of those tests may be retained on the
Police National Computer.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its urgent
comments on the issues raised in the petition, in particular requesting an indication
as to whether it plans to examine the feasibility of introducing any measures that
would address the petitioners’ concerns.  The Committee also agreed to write to the
Association of British Insurers and Scottish Centre for Human Rights to seek their
views on the issues raised in the petition, in relation to insurance and civil liberties
issues respectively.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - PPC awaiting responses from Executive and
SCHR.

PE484 Petition by Mr and Mrs Robert and Janice Shields, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to investigate the failure to action maladministration allegations in
relation to planning issues due to non-clarity of legislation.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its
comments in relation to the issues raised in the petition.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to write to the Local Government Ombudsman, seeking
further clarification as to his role in investigating complaints of maladministration in
planning matters.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE485 Petition by Mr James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to ensure that a solicitor cannot be appointed as a resident
Sheriff in the same court in which they practised law as a solicitor.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its views in
relation to the general issues raised in the petition, together with an update on
developments in relation to the Judicial Appointments Board.

06/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response considered a response from the Scottish
Executive in relation to the issues raised and agreed to take no further action on the
petition, other than to pass a copy of the response to the petitioner.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing
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PE486 Petition by Mr John Dick, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) note the
progress of a Home Office project to help sex offenders avoid re-offending,
and the work of the Scottish Quakers to apply the principles of the scheme in
Scotland; and (b) to consider the possible application of the scheme in
Scotland.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive to seek its views in
relation to the issues raised in the petition, with a particular request for comments on
the potential for introducing a similar scheme in Scotland.  The Committee also
agreed to write to COSLA and Peterhead Visiting Committee seeking their
comments on the issues raised.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing - PPC awaiting responses from COSLA and
the Peterhead Visiting Committee.

PE487 Petition by Mr John Dick, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take a range of
steps to encourage young people in Scotland to become more engaged in the
political process and in adult society.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Electoral Commission in
Scotland with a request for details of any action that is being taken to encourage
higher voting rates amongst young people.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002.

PE490  Petition by Ms Jacqueline Reid, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to either amend existing legislation in relation to sentencing
of convicted paedophiles or introduce new legislation to ensure tougher
sentencing, with a minimum sentence for repeated convictions.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to formally refer the petition to the Justice 2
Committee to be taken into account as part of its consideration of the Criminal
Justice (Scotland) Bill.  The Committee further agreed to copy the petition to the
Clerk to the Justice 1 Committee for information in view of its inquiry into Public
Attitudes towards Sentencing and Alternatives to Imprisonment.

08/05/2002 The Justice 2 Committee considered petition PE490 by Jacqueline Reid and agreed
to take the petition into consideration when scrutinising Parts 1 and 3 of the Criminal
Justice (Scotland) Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE494  Petition by HMP Peterhead prisoners, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
urge the Scottish Executive not to close Peterhead prison and provide a new,
safer modern unit where prisoners can continue to rehabilitate.

23/04/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to formally refer the petition to the Justice 1
Committee for further consideration within the context of its inquiry into the Scottish
Prison Service Estates Review.

30/04/2002 The Justice 1 Committee considered petition PE494 by HM Prison Peterhead
prisoners.  The Committee agreed to consider the petition as part of its consideration
of the Prison Estates Review.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 7 MAY 2002

PE483 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields on behalf of Live Beats Dads UK Scotland and
the International Men’s network organisations, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to review the membership of the Justice 1 Committee.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to invite the Convener of the Justice 1
Committee to respond to the issues raised in the petition, including the petitioner’s
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concern that information relating to its Regulation of the Legal Profession inquiry has
not been made available publicly.

21/05/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Convener of the Justice 1
Committee in relation to the issues raised and agreed to seek clarification on a
number of matters.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002.

PE491 Petition by Ms Elaine McNeil, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to introduce legislation making triple assessment procedures
obligatory for all women who present themselves for a breast examination
within the relevant examination clinics across the National Health Service in
Scotland.

07/05/2002 The PP Committee agreed to write to the Executive, seeking its formal views on the
issues raised in the petition, with a particular request for an indication as to whether
it has any plans to introduce mandatory triple assessment procedures throughout
Scotland, in line with Clinical Standards Board guidelines.  The Committee also
agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Clerk to the Health and Community Care
Committee for information only at this stage.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to formally refer the petition to the Health and
Community Care Committee for further consideration.  The Committee also agreed
to pass copies of the response to both the petitioner and the Cross-Party Group on
Cancer, for information only.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE492 Petition by Mr Duncan Shields on behalf of Live Beats Dads UK Scotland and
the International Mens network organisations, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to take the necessary steps to set up and monitor a national
register of children permanently alienated by a parent.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to defer consideration of this petition until the
responses to related petitions PE413, PE438 and PE465 have been received.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE493  Petition by Ms Marilyn Henderson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
the necessary steps to stop the installation of further wind farms in North
Argyll.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive, Argyll and Bute
Council, and VisitScotland, seeking their formal comments on the issues raised in
the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – awaiting Executive response.

PE495 Petition by Ian Malcolm, calling for the Scottish Parliament to make urgent
enquiries to identify and address the issues related to the suburbanisation of
rural Scotland.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its formal
views on the issues raised in the petition, specifically requesting an indication as to
whether it is likely to conduct a review of the nature proposed in the petition.  The
Committee further agreed to request comments from COSLA and the Cross Party
Architecture and the Built Environment Group of the Scottish Parliament.  The
Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the petition to the Transport and
Environment Committee for information only at this stage.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.
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PE498 Petition by Letitia Murphy on behalf of Fife Health Service Action Group,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) urge the Health Minister to fully take
into account the views of the large number of people in Fife who object to the
decision of NHS Fife Health Board to upgrade the Victoria Hospital and who
wish instead to see a full service restored at the Queen Margaret Hospital in
Dunfermline, (b) replace the unelected Health Boards in Scotland with directly
elected members and (c) agree that fire safety issues at hospitals should be a
matter of immediate and urgent review by the Health and Community Care
Committee.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Health and
Community Care, seeking his formal views in relation to the issues raised in petitions
PE499 and PE498, asking in particular whether the proposed changes by Fife NHS
Health Board were of sufficient significance to require the approval of Scottish
Ministers.  The Committee further agreed to write to the appropriate fire safety body
in Scotland for its comments on the specific issue of fire safety in relation to hospital
buildings, and to pass a copy of the petition to the Clerk to the Health and
Community Care Committee for information only at this stage.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE499 Petition by Tom Davison on behalf of Dunfermline Press, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to urge the Health Minister to take into account the large
number of people in Fife who are opposed to the proposal by NHS Fife Health
Board to centralise specialised and high dependency units at the Victoria
Hospital, when considering the board’s Right for Fife business case.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Minister for Health and
Community Care, seeking his formal views in relation to the issues raised in petitions
PE499 and PE498, asking in particular whether the proposed changes by Fife NHS
Health Board were of sufficient significance to require the approval of Scottish
Ministers.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE500 Petition by Mr Alec Anderson on behalf of the Scottish Bus Group Pensioners
Action Committee, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish
Executive to increase, at the earliest possible date, the amount on offer to
former members of the Scottish Transport Group Pension Funds so that they
receive maximum benefit from the pension funds surplus.

07/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Deputy Minister for Transport,
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning seeking his formal views in relation to the issues
raised in the petition. In particular, It was agreed to request clarification as to whether
the Executive intends to enter into further negotiations with the Treasury with a view
to increasing the level of the proposed pension fund settlement.  The Committee
further agreed to invite the Minister to appear before the Committee at a future
meeting to present his views.

18/06/2002 The Committee took evidence in relation to the issues raised in petition PE500 from -

Lewis Macdonald, Deputy Minister for Enterprise, Transport and Lifelong Learning

The Committee agreed to invite Mr Derek Scott, a professional pension trustee
representing the SBG pensioners, to appear before the Committee at its next
meeting.  The Committee also agreed to invite the Inland Revenue to clarify an issue
relating to taxation of pension funds.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing – to be considered by PPC on 25/06/2002.



ANNEX A

43

PPC MEETING 21 MAY 2002

PE497 Petition by Mr James and Mrs Pamela McDougall, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive, following its 2000 consultation
exercise, to implement legislation at the earliest opportunity to alleviate the
nuisance caused by hedges.

21/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its
comments on the issues raised in the petition, with a specific request for information
on the likely timescale for its proposed legislation on so-called ‘nuisance hedges,
and details of the specific measures which might be introduced.  The Committee also
agreed to pass copies of the petition to the Scottish Parliament Cross-Party Group
on Agriculture and Horticulture, the Clerk to the Transport and Environment
Committee, for information only, and to Scott Barrie MSP in relation to his Private
Members Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE505 Petition by Robbie the Pict, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to return the stone of Scone to the community of Scone.

21/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive and VisitScotland
seeking comments on the issues raised in the petition, with a particular request for
views on the possibility and merits of reviewing the decision to locate the Stone at
Edinburgh Castle.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE496 Petition by Mr George McAuley on behalf of the UK Men’s Movement, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to investigate the Scottish Executive’s handling of
its recent domestic abuse advertising strategy.

21/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its views in
relation to the issues raised in the petition, together with information on the proposed
research into domestic abuse against males.

18/06/2002 The PP Committee considered a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to
the issues raised and agreed to write again to the Executive, seeking further
clarification on certain matters.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE501 Petition by Mr James Duff, calling for the Scottish Parliament to investigate
and propose changes to current bankruptcy procedures to ensure that Judges
and Sheriffs are unable to allow litigations to proceed when they are aware
that the relevant statutory provisions are not being complied with.

21/05/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Executive seeking its
comments on the issues raised in the petition, with a specific request for details of
the future consultation on personal insolvency laws and procedures, and an update
on the progress of the Enterprise Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 6 JUNE 2002

PE502 Petition by Ms Fiona Stewart, on behalf of the Royal National Institute for Deaf
People, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the Scottish Executive to
show firm commitment to provide digital hearing aids and modernise
audiology services in Scotland.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
comments on the issues raised in the petition.  The Committee also agreed to pass a
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copy of the petition to both the Cross-Party Group on Deafness and the Clerk to the
Health and Community Care Committee for information only.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE503 Petition by the pupils of Firrhill High School, calling for the Scottish Parliament
to take the necessary steps to ban smoking from all public places in Scotland.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive, the Cross
Party Group on Tobacco Control, and the four main representative bodies for the
licensed trade, tourism and hospitality sectors, seeking their formal views on the
issues raised in the petition.  The Committee also agreed to pass a copy of the
petition to Kenneth Gibson MSP, requesting an update on the current position of his
proposed Member’s Bill.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE504 Petition by Mr and Mrs Watson, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to stop convicted murderers or members of their families
from profiting from their crimes by selling accounts of their crimes for
publication.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
comments on the issues raised in the petition, with a specific request for an update
on the status of the current Home Office policy review.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE507 Petition by Mr Dan McRae on behalf of Menzieshill Action Group, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to review the current
system for the adoption of roads and pavements by local authorities and to
consider whether this system needs to be modernised.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both the Scottish Executive and
COSLA seeking their comments on issues raised in the petition, with a specific
request for an indication as to whether there are any plans to review the current
system for the adoption of roads and pavements.  The Committee further agreed to
write to Dundee City Council seeking its views on the issues raised.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE509 Petition by Mr Russell Craig on behalf of Blantyre Community Council, calling
for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to change planning
procedures and review the legislation affecting certain types of development
such as crematoria.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee noted the Scottish Executive’s recent announcement
that it has no plans to review the planning criteria for crematoria and agreed to
request details of the rationale behind its position on this matter.  The Committee
also agreed to ask the Executive to ensure that the petitioners’ concerns would be
taken into account as part of Scottish Ministers’ scrutiny of the planning application
which had prompted the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE510 Petition by Ms Monica Ross, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive not to agree to the use of Cape Wrath ranges for large-
scale military exercises, during its consultations with the Ministry of Defence
in July 2002.

06/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the Scottish Executive seeking its
formal comments on the issues raised in the petition, in particular requesting
clarification on a number of matters regarding the terms and operation of the
Defence Concordat.
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Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PPC MEETING 18 JUNE 2002

PE508 Petition by Mr Philip Graves on behalf of the Strathblane Community Council,
calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to review the
implementation of the Environmental Impact Assessment and Planning Advice
Note 58 guidelines.

18/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both the Scottish Executive and to
Scottish Water, seeking their formal views on the general issues raised in the
petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE516 Petition by Mrs Sara Craig, calling for the Scottish Parliament to ask the
Scottish Executive to (a) examine and identify the optimum methods of
management and delivery of educational provision to deaf children and other
children with special needs (b) direct local authorities to consult openly and
publicly with parents and children requiring special needs on the level and
quality of peripatetic support that can be delivered in schools and (c) ensure
that there is no diminution in the level of provision to any such children in any
local authority area.

18/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to both the Scottish Executive and
Renfrewshire Council, seeking their comments on the issues raised in the petition.
The Committee also agreed to pass copies of the petition to the Clerk to the
Education, Culture and Sport Committee and the Cross-Party Groups on Deafness
and Learning Disabilities, for information only.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE517 Petition by Mr Rob Kirkwood, calling for the Scottish Parliament to carry out
an extensive study as a matter of urgency to determine (a) why local
authorities appear to be able to allow water treatments plants to operate
outwith the terms of existing environmental protection and planning
legislation, (b) the possible solutions to the problem of noxious odours and air
born bacteria from such plants which are a threat to health and quality of life
of nearby communities and (c) the level and method of the investment
necessary to remedy the situation such as new, covered conical shaped tanks
positioned far away from residential communities.

18/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed to write to the City of Edinburgh Council,
Scottish Water and the Scottish Executive, seeking their formal comments in relation
to the issues raised in the petition.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.

PE514 Petition by Ms Ann Wemyss, calling for the Scottish Parliament to urge the
Scottish Executive to (a) review its decision to close Peterhead prison, (b) opt
instead for a refurbishment or the construction of a new building on the
current site and (c) recognise the work and efforts achieved by the staff at
Peterhead prison to reduce offending.

18/06/2002 The Public Petitions Committee agreed as a matter of urgency, to refer the petition to
the Justice 1 Committee for further consideration within the context of the Scottish
Prison Service Estates Review.
Consideration of this petition is still ongoing.




