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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

AGENDA

5th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 March 2002

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in Committee Room 1, Committee Chambers.

1. New Petitions: Consideration of new petitions. (Paper PE/02/5/1)

2. Current Petitions: Consideration of current petitions. (Paper PE/02/5/2)

3. Convener’s Report.
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PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

5th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 March 2002

The Committee will consider the following new petitions—

PE468 Petition by Ms Rozane Foyer, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take the
necessary steps to make provision for free nutritional meals, including the re-
introduction of free milk, in local authority schools in Scotland.

PE476 Petition by Ms Catherine Harper on behalf of Scottish Women Against
Pornography, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take immediate steps to (a)
ensure that the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 is fully and effectively
enforced in relation to the display of obscene material and (b) review this
legislation to determine whether it is adequate or whether it requires
amendment.

PE470 Petition by Mr Anthony Jackson, on behalf of the Munlochy Vigil, calling for
the Scottish Parliament to take the necessary steps to (a) immediately end
the GM Farm Scale Evaluations and (b) debate the future handling of the
GM crops issue in Scotland.

PE471 Petition by Mr Dereck Fowles, on behalf of the Association of Community
Councils of Loch Lomond and the Trossachs, calling for the Scottish
Parliament to examine (a) the cost of the establishment of the National Park of
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs and its running costs and (b) whether the sum
allocated should be increased in line with that recommended by Scottish Natural
Heritage.

PE472 Petition by Mr Narinder Singh Sahota, calling for the Scottish Parliament to
investigate (a) current practice to assess adoption procedures for black and
ethnic minority children and (b) whether local authority social work
departments have met their obligations in this area under the Race Relations
Amendment Act 2000 and the Human Rights Act 1998.

PE473  Petition by Mr Brian Turner, calling for the Scottish Parliament to (a) hold an
inquiry into the Bio Aerosol and Pathogenic problem, relating to sewage and
sludge in the sewage and industrial waste water industry in Scotland and (b)
carry out an extensive study on the long term effects of those airborne
contaminants on human health and also whether existing legislation is
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adequate given the changing nature of the sewage and industrial waste
water industry.

PE474 Petition by Mr James A Mackie, calling for the Scottish Parliament to take
urgent steps to (a) recognise the seriousness of the threat to children posed
by heavy metal poisoning and (b) appoint a non-medical controlled scientific
review group to study all relevant material available on the subject of heavy
metal poisoning and its link to childhood conditions.



                                                                                                                        PE/02/5/2

1

PUBLIC PETITIONS COMMITTEE

5th Meeting, 2002 (Session 1)

Tuesday 12 March 2002

The Committee will consider the following current petitions—

1. PE435: Scottish Executive policy and guidance on green belt development
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

2. PE436: Access to independent advocacy
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

3. PE437: Future of the Gaelic language
The Committee will consider a response from the Scottish Executive in relation to the
issues raised.

4. PE453: Secure unit in the Greater Glasgow Health Board area
The Committee will consider a response from Glasgow Greater Health Board in relation
to the issues raised.
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Changes to the Progress of Petitions since meeting of 26/02/2002

PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE320 Petition by John Watson, on behalf of World
Development Movement Scotland.
The petition calls for the Health and
Community Care Committee of the Scottish
Parliament to examine the possible
implications for health policy in Scotland of
the World Trade Organisation's liberalisation
of trade in services.

26/02/2002 The European Committee considered a draft
(private) report by John McAllion MSP on behalf of the Health
and Community Care Committee on this petition. The
Committee agreed that this issue should continue to be
pursued by the Health and Community Care Committee and
agreed to take no view on the draft report or Petition until the
H&CC Committee approves the report.

PE327 Petition by Mr Duncan Hope, calling for the
Scottish Parliament to request that legislation
be revised to ensure that public health and the
environment are not at risk from the current
practice of spreading sewage sludge and
other non-agriculturally derived waste on land
in Scotland.

07/03/2002 The Transport & Environment Committee
published a report on Petition PE327 by the Blairingone and
Saline Action Group on Organic Waste Spread on Land (SP
Paper 528)

PE336 Petition by Mr Frank Maguire, on behalf of
Clydeside Action on Asbestos, calling for the
Scottish Parliament’s Justice Committees to
initiate a review of the powers and procedures
of the Court of Session in handling cases
involving victims of asbestos poisoning, to
ensure that the real issues between the
parties involved are properly identified; that
delay is minimised; and that interim payments
and jury trials are made available to victims.

27/02/2002 The Justice 2 Committee considered this
petition, regarding civil justice for asbestos victims.  It agreed
to discuss the issues raised in the petition with the Lord
President during a visit to the Supreme Courts in March, and
invite Frank Maguire to give oral evidence on his outstanding
concerns at a future committee meeting. The Justice 2
Committee
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PE
No:

Short Title Date and details of action

PE402 Petition by Augusta Greenlees, calling for the
Scottish Parliament (a) to investigate the
reasons for the overspend in the Scottish
Borders Council education budget in 2001-
2002, (b) to call to account those responsible
for the overspend; and (c) to assess the
impact on Borders educational provision and
in particular on those children with special
educational needs.

26/02/2002 The Education, Culture & Sport Committee
published its 4th Report 2002: Report on Scottish Borders
Education, within which the issues raised in PE402 were
considered.

PE403 Petition by Mr Allan C McDougall, which calls
for the Scottish Parliament to initiate an
urgent action regarding (a) the whole problem
of commercial developments directly on to the
Trunk Road network, in order to reinforce the
guidance in NPPG 17, (b) to require that
arrangements be made for public meetings to
be held to allow for proper consultation on
such important developments, and (c) to
advise the Scottish Executive that such new
developments should not be allowed on the
already congested A90 in Aberdeen without a
by-pass.

26/02/2002 The Transport and the Environment Committee
considered PE403 and agreed to conclude its consideration
of the petition by writing to inform the petitioner that the
Committee cannot take a view on the individual planning
decision cited in the petition, but that the Committee would
take the petition into account as part of its on-going
consideration of Petition PE357 on Aberdeen transport
infrastructure. The Committee agreed to provide the petitioner
with information about the Scottish Executive’s current
consultation on public involvement in the planning process.
The Committee also agreed to write to the Minister for Social
Justice to draw his attention to the general issues raised in
the petition on the application of National Planning Policy
Guideline 17.


