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Inquiry into the Murder of Surjit Singh Chhokar 
 
Thank you for your letter of 15 January 2003 addressed to Jim Wallace.  As you know, I have 
Ministerial responsibility for the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service and for the 
prosecution of crime in Scotland.  Your letter has therefore been passed to me for response, 
although I have agreed the terms of this reply with Jim.  I apologise for the delay in 
responding.  
 
I read the deliberations of the Committee with considerable interest.  I shall respond to the 
five issues you raise in the letter.   
 
First, while I recognise the divergence of views on the merits or otherwise of a public inquiry, 
I remain convinced that we reached what I believe to have been the correct and appropriate 
decision at that time. Indeed, even with the benefit of hindsight, I remain of the view that we 
made the right decision.  Like the Committee, I considered very carefully what we should do 
for some time. I need not rehearse the arguments made, for they are already firmly on the 
public record.  While you are clearly at liberty to disagree with that decision, I feel that we 
have been vindicated in our decision making process through the very detailed and coherent 
reports subsequently produced and published by Dr Jandoo and by Sir Anthony Campbell. In 
the absence of any clear indication of where we are supposed to have gone wrong in the 
inquiry process or in our actions to improve matters it is difficult to see what would be gained 
through having another, in effect, third inquiry. 
 
It is unfortunate that the Committee were unable to explore more fully with the family where 
or what the perceived failings of the inquiry were.  Although we respect the family’s decision 
not to participate in the Jandoo Inquiry, it is a matter of regret for us that the family chose to 
take this position. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As requested, I attach an update of the Jandoo Inquiry Report Action Plan.  The Committee 
will be aware that this document is regularly updated and available for public scrutiny on the 
Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service (COPFS) web site.  I also attach a synopsis of 
police action on the Jandoo recommendations. In addition, I attach a full progress report on 
the action undertaken to date to implement the recommendations in the Campbell report. 
 
You asked about progress on the investigation into the leak of the Jandoo report.  The 
investigation is now complete and regrettably the source of the leak has not been identified.  
No further action is proposed. 
 
With regard to recommendation 39 in the Jandoo report, the Scottish Executive Justice 
Department is currently taking forward the development of a pack, which will contain a 
variety of information for families of homicide victims.  We hope that this will help families 
to cope with unfamiliar processes and systems at an extremely difficult time, as well as 
highlighting support that can be made available to them. 
 
To conclude, while I have great sympathy for the family, I cannot see how conducting yet 
another inquiry will help their situation.  Moreover I do not think it is either desirable or 
beneficial to prescribe how inquiries should be set up or handled. The form of any particular 
inquiry and whether it should be held in private or public should be determined with 
reference to the specific circumstances and the purpose for which the inquiry is going to be 
set up. These principles provide the flexibility that more rigid and stringent (and potentially 
limited) criteria clearly could not.  
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