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Kate MacLean
Convener
Equal Opportunities Committee
Room 2.8
Committee Chambers
George IV Bridge
Edinburgh
EH99 1SP
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IT PROVISION FOR COMMUNITY GROUPS

Thank you for your letter of 6 March in which you enclosed a copy of the report by the Gender
Reporter, Elaine Smith, of her recent visit to the Glasgow Women’s Library (GWL).

The Scottish Executive has a number of initiatives underway to help organisations in the voluntary
and community sectors to obtain or improve their IT equipment and training.    The Executive is
promoting IT connectivity in the voluntary sector as part of supporting the overall infrastructure for
the voluntary sector.  This includes support of over £500,000 for the development by SCVO of a
portal to provide a single gateway to the voluntary sector for voluntary organisations themselves,
members, supporters and the public, and support for SCVO’s E-enabling strategy to promote use of
IT in intermediary organisations and throughout the sector.  The Executive has also made available a
£1.5 million IT Grant Scheme between 2001-2002 and 2003-2004 to develop IT in the voluntary
sector.

The Executive is also creating 1000 new public internet access points across Scotland.  These are
located in venues where people already go such as community centres, shops, pubs, chemists, and
post offices.  450 of these access points are already up-and-running.  Voluntary sector organisations
that provide access to the public are also eligible to apply under this scheme.  The main purpose of
the scheme is to provide public internet access, but when the computers are not being used for
internet access they can be used by the host organisation for office administration and other tasks.
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I would also mention for your information that under the contract awarded in 2003-2003 to GWL
and Engender, to develop and maintain on behalf of the Scottish Executive a database of women’s
organisations in Scotland, several thousand pounds were specifically allocated to enhancing GWL’s
IT capacity.  This included the purchase of computer hardware and software, computer desks and
training.  I am a little surprised that this was not mentioned in  the report.

I hope this reply is helpful to the Committee.  Copies of this letter have also been sent to the Clerk to
the Committee and to the Departmental Committee Liaison Officer.

MARGARET CURRAN


