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Carry out the scrutiny of documents received for this meeting
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Committee’s letter on the proposed Waste Electric and Electronic Equipment
Directive

4. Discussion of evidence and preliminary conclusions of CFP Inquiry: The
Committee will discuss its draft report
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CONVENER’S RECOMMENDATION

Response of the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s 1st Report 2001 into the application
procedure for the new Objective 3 and Highlands and Islands European Structural Fund
programmes

1. Members will find attached a copy of the response from the Executive to the Committee’s
1st Report 2001. The Convener now recommends that:

The Committee notes the contents of the Executive’s response and agrees
that no further action be taken at this stage.

Response of the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s 2nd Report 2001 into the EC’s Charter
of Fundamental Rights

2. Members will find attached (to follow) a copy of the response from the Executive to the
Committee’s 2nd Report 2001. The Convener now recommends that (subject to receipt
of response):

The Committee notes the contents of the Executive’s response and agrees
that no further action be taken at this stage.

Response of the Scottish Executive to the Committee’s 7th Report 2000 into Infectious
Salmon Anaemia and Viral Haemorrhagic Septicaemia

3. Following an analysis of the Executive’s response, the Convener makes the following
comments/observations and suggestions for further action:

(para. 15) The Committee noted that the Executive is currently engaged with
the UK government in working up proposals to put to the European
Commission in respect of List II diseases VHS and IHN. The Committee
agrees that it would like to be kept informed of these developments.

(para. 17) The Committee agrees to seek further clarification of the following
statement, “VHS may be harmful to white marine fish since not all
populations of fish show damage.”

(para. 19) The Committee welcomes the establishment of the Aquaculture
Health Joint Working Group and agrees to signpost this development to the
Rural Affairs Committee.

(para. 25) The Committee noted that the Executive (FRS, Aberdeen) has
placed proposals before the European Commission on the diagnosis of ISA
and associated controls and agrees to ask that it be kept informed of these
developments.
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(paras. 27-29) The Executive’s response does not contain any comments on
environmental considerations (paragraphs 27–29), other than the ones made
under para 94ff regarding financial assistance.  The Committee agrees that it
would be helpful if it was supplied with some general comments on the
preferred method of waste-water treatment of effluent from industry.

(para. 89) Disease Control Measures. The Committee agrees that it would
like to be kept informed of the progress made in relation to any possible re-
classification of diseases and associated changes in the control measures
applicable.

(para. 92) Review of Control on Suspect Sites. The Committee noted the
comment to the effect that “the Commission has pressed for farms to be
confirmed if the virus is isolated from fish on the farm whereas hitherto a
range of tests have applied”, but agrees that it would be useful if this point
could be clarified. In particular the Committee agrees to ascertain whether
this means as it recommended that the procedures and testing regimes be
targeted to the suspect farm(s) rather than on suspected sites.

(para. 94) Assistance to Install Effluent Treatment Plant. We note that
projects for improved waste disposal on fish farms may be eligible for
financial assistance under the FIFG and agree that we would like to be kept
informed of applications for any such funding.

(para. 95) FIFG Aquaculture Scheme. The copy of the aquaculture
guidance notes and application form has been forwarded to the Committee.
This is helpful. However there seems to be a misunderstanding as to the
substance of the Committee’s recommendation.  The recommendation has to
be read in conjunction with paras. 76 and 77 of the report that are cross
referenced in the conclusion to the report.  What the Committee is seeking is
confirmation from the Executive that it has explored all possible avenues of
Community financial support, in particular that available under the FIFG.  In
addition the Committee is seeking to establish the policy choices made by the
Executive in relation to the various options left under the FIFG.
Accordingly, it would be helpful for the Committee to agree to obtain
information on the projects eligible for financial assistance from FIFG which
have received such assistance.  This information could be supplied in a
tabular form that would highlight what assistance has been given under the
different headings as listed under the FIFG.

Secondly, in the body of the report the Committee made no reference to
compensation.  The Committee agree that it would be helpful if the
Executive could provide it with detailed information as to the number of
projects which have benefited from financial assistance under Regulation
2792/99 for eradication of the pathological risks of fish farming or parasites
in catchment areas or coastal ecosystems.

(para. 98). Addition of ISA/VHS under Council Decision 90/424/EEC. The
Committee agrees to seek to ascertain what the UK position is on this issue.
Moreover, the Committee agrees that it would be helpful if the Executive
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could indicate whether they will, in partnership with the UK government,
press for such changes to be made.

The Committee noted that there were no plans to include VHS under
90/424/EEC and agree that the Executive should provide the Committee with
some information on the rationale for this position.

(para. 99) Scientific Basis for List I Status of ISA. There appears to have
been a misunderstanding.  The report did not deal with the issue of whether
or not the control measures adopted were in conformity with Community
law. Rather, the Committee was seeking to ensure that the scientific evidence
that informed the classification of the diseases when the Directive was
adopted was still a valid one.  A point which the Executive does in fact
answer in its comments under para.89. The Committee agree to ask the
Executive for clarification on this point.

Response by the Minister for Finance and Local Government on the development of the
LEADER+ Community Initiative in Scotland

4. The Committee will be aware that the Convener sent a letter to the Minister on the 20
February regretting the timetable enforced on the Committee with regards to scrutiny of
the LEADER+ single programming document for Scotland. The Minister has responded
to this letter (copy attached). The Convener now recommends that:

The Committee notes with disappointment the contents of the Minister’s
letter, as it fails to provide any explanation of the circumstances with regards
to the timetable followed for LEADER+ and agrees to seek further
clarification on this matter.

Proposal for adviser(s) for the forthcoming inquiry into governance

5. Following the previous meeting of the Committee, the Convener now recommends that:

In line with parliamentary procedures, the attached description of the draft
terms of reference for the Committee’s adviser be agreed, along with a short-
list of candidates. The Committee tasks the clerk to progress the necessary
administration. The Committee notes that additional advisors may be
necessary and agrees this in principle.

Hugh Henry MSP
Convener

12 April 2001
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE RESPONSE TO THE REPORT OF THE
EUROPEAN COMMITTEE ON THE APPLICATION AND PROJECT
APPRAISAL PROCESS FOR EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL FUNDS
(1st ROUND OF THE 2000-2006 PERIOD)

Introduction

This paper contains the Scottish Executive response to the recommendations made in
the European Committee's report on the application and project appraisal process in
the first round of awards under the European Structural Fund programmes.  The
Scottish Executive considers the Committee's report a useful and helpful review of the
position and that its recommendations will assist in the ongoing developments of the
structures and processes associated with the Structural Fund Programmes in Scotland.

Preliminary Remarks

The arrangements put in place for the initial rounds of the new Structural Funds
Programmes were in various respects less than ideal.  The main reason for this was
the delay in securing the approval of the Commission to the plans for the new
Highlands and Islands Transitional Programme and the new Scottish Objective 3
Operational Programme.  These delays meant that the implementation of the new
programmes was later than anticipated and that the beneficiaries had to wait longer
than expected for the resumption of the European Funding streams.  Everyone
concerned in the process - the Scottish Executive, the Programme Management
Executives (PMEs), the various programme committees and the individual partners -
were anxious that the first calls for applications were made as quickly as possible and
that the appraisal process was completed in as short a time as possible.

Secondly, the new programmes were not simply continuations of the previous
programmes.  There were significant differences in the new programmes, resulting
from the new Structural Funds legislation put in place by the EU Council of Ministers
and by the European Commission.  For example, there is a new emphasis in the
programmes on mainstreaming the horizontal themes of equal opportunities and
sustainable development, while the European Social Fund programmes were affected
by an increasingly top-down approach in the context of the EU Employment Strategy.
These and other changes had to be reflected in the application form and the appraisal
process.

Accordingly, the Scottish Executive had always recognised that the initial procedures
and processes put in place for the new programmes were to some extent experimental
and would need to be thoroughly reviewed after experience had been gained of their
use.  The European Committee's report makes a significant contribution to that
process of review.

Paragraph 63 - "We recommend that the web system be adopted without delay,
that it is fully tested, including within the working environments of potential
applicants well in advance of the formal commencement of the next funding
round."
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Response

Our initial investigation of options for the electronic exchange of application and
claims data indicated that in the longer term use of the Internet or some equivalent
form of e commerce would be the best option.  However, it soon became apparent that
there are formidable technical issues which will need to be resolved before such an
extensive and complex process such as than involved in the operation of Structural
Funds, can be fully addressed.  Nevertheless, but taking full account of this
background, we are currently investigating with the assistance of CCTA options for
the best strategic and business information system developments in the short to
medium term, but we do not realistically expect to be able to introduce a significantly
better system before 2002.  The impact of any future information systems
developments on potential applicants will be fully taken into account, along with the
demanding requirements for financial control and accountability laid down in
European Regulations.  We will also closely monitor the performance of current
interim systems and the support arrangements that have been put in place to assist
applicants.

Paragraph 64 - "We recommend that these two solutions [time extensions and
exceptional paper-based systems] be looked at more sympathetically in future."

Response

We will give sympathetic consideration to time extensions to organisations which
have suffered severe technical problems.  The support systems which have been put in
place to support applicants will seek to resolve these problems specifically.
Assistance with data input can also be provided in exceptional circumstances by the
support centres. However, it should be recognised that a significant level of paper
based submissions could lead to data validation problems.  If such problems reached a
significant level the European Commission might regard such a situation as a breach
of the financial regulations, which could in turn result in financial consequences for
both project sponsors and the Scottish Executive.

Paragraph 65 - "We recommend that the Executive commission a non-
attributable survey of project applicants to see where the existing form can be
made clearer and more simple to complete whilst still remaining within the
legalities of the requirements set by the European Commission."

Response

We will consider the possibility of undertaking a non-attributable survey of applicant
organisations during 2001.  We do, however, have serious reservations about the
usefulness of information gathered in this manner.

Paragraph 66 - "We recommend that all future application forms and guidance
material be shown in their final draft form to external bodies such as Capability
Scotland and the Clear English Campaign to see where minor adjustments could
be made to help with accessibility."
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Response

While we are happy to involved Capability Scotland and the Clear English Campaign
within the already extensive list of bodies which compromise the Structural Funds
partnership, it should be recognised that more extended consultation would inevitably
produce additional delays within an already extended process.  Such additional delays
could impact adversely on the financial situation of applicant organisations.

Paragraph 67 - We recommend that the Executive review the provision of
guidance material and additional information for applicants.

Response

We do as a matter of course review the content and quality of guidance as part of our
ongoing relationship with partner organisations. The guidance is undergoing
continuous review in the light of such factors as changes in EU, national and local
policy priorities.  Developments or amendments to the application forms also need to
be reflected in the guidance.  And, as the programmes are implemented, there will be
changes in emphasis within the programmes themselves which will impact on the
guidance.  Finally, there is developing "case law" which has to be taken into account.

Wherever possible, and in consultation with partners, the Scottish Executive will seek
- as recommended by the Committee - to

• consider streamlining the material;
• categorise clearly the contents; and
• highlight vital/important material within the guidance over and above material of

a general nature.

It is important to bear in mind, however, that despite the Commission's mission to
simplify the regime in the Agenda 2000 discussions, the new structural funds regime
is in some ways even more complex than the pre-2000 regime.  Accordingly, the
opportunities for streamlining and simplifying the guidance are limited.

Paragraph 68 - "We recommend that attention is given to the induction/training
of members of the Advisory Groups in terms of what is expected of them and
that steps are taken to reduce the volume of applications they appraise."

Response

Accepted in principle.  The Scottish Executive accepts that the Advisory groups need
more induction/training, including mock scoring and benchmarking.  Arrangements
are in hand for this to be introduced into the Objective 3 process for the next round of
applications which will be called in the week beginning 23 April.

With regard to the question of the PMEs sifting out technically ineligible applications
before they are distributed to Advisory Group members, the Department accepts that
this is desirable in principle and would be prepared to so recommend to the
Monitoring Committees.  Such a practice does, however, have implications for the
overall length of time it takes to complete the appraisal process.  The Objective 3
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PME received 842 applications in the first round: following an initial receivability
check, these were distributed soon after receipt to Advisory Group members.  To sift
these applications for technical eligibility before distribution to Advisory Group
members would have added some 4 weeks to the overall length of the process.  It is an
open question as to whether the Monitoring Committee would consider that an overall
longer process was justified by the relatively small reduction (between 5 and 10 per
 cent) in the number of applications which are distributed to Advisory Group
members.

At its meeting on 21 February, the Objective 3 Monitoring Committee took the view
that the eligibility sift of applications should not precede the distribution of
applications to Members of the Advisory Groups.  It noted, however, that members of
the Advisory Groups who were concerned about the eligibility of an application
should inform the relevant Programme Manager (who performs the eligibility checks)
and leave its scoring until later.  The Programme Manager would carry out
immediately the eligibility checks on that application and advise the Advisory Group
of the outcome.  This should help to minimise the number of ineligible applications
which the Advisory groups have to consider.   The timing of the eligibility sift will be
considered further for the third round of applications.

Paragraph 70 - "We recommend that the Executive and the PMEs reconsider the
promotional elements of the programmes before the next round to see where
improvements can be made which will help set and then communicate the key
priorities."

Response

Accept.  Like the Committee, the Scottish Executive was disappointed - if not entirely
surprised - at the insufficiency of applications in the Equal Opportunities Priority
(priority 5) of the Objective 3 Programme.  A similar shortfall of applications was
experienced in the previous Objective 3 Programme.  And the position was
exacerbated by the decision to increase the proportion of the programme resources
devoted to Priority 5 from 5 per cent to 7 per cent as a result of pressure from the
European Commission in the late stages of the negotiations on the Objective 3 plan.

The Scottish Executive has asked the Monitoring Committee and Management
Committee to consider the scope for more active intervention to ensure a greater take-
up of the resources available in Priority 5.  This might include additional promotional
activities, in association with selected partners.  It might also include a continuous and
unlimited call for applications, with the Advisory Group meeting regularly throughout
the year to appraise applications received.  In addition, the Advisory Group might be
authorised to negotiate applications with applicants so that it could seek
improvements in project coverage or quality.

The Objective 3 Monitoring Committee has agreed to instigate a rolling programme
for applications within priorities 3 (lifelong learning) and 5 (equal opportunities), as
well as for measure 2.3 (combating rural exclusion). This will give applicants the
flexibility to apply for support under these priorities at any time
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More generally, the Committee has suggested that more work is needed to ensure that
the priorities of the programme are consistent with wider national objectives.  The
Scottish Executive would endorse this suggestion and, in consultation with partners,
will seek to ensure that the selection criteria take more account of national and local
policy and area priorities.

Paragraph 72 - "We recommend that the PMEs and Executive look again at the
issue of overlap between Objective 2 and 3 as we are concerned that
geographical balance in terms of project selection is being prejudiced in terms of
those (Objective 2) areas that opted out of ESF cover.

Response

Both the Scottish Executive and the Programme Management Executives recognise
that effective co-ordination between programmes is essential if links between ERDF
and ESF are to be made and complementary packages of funding to be supported.  In
particular, co-ordination needs to take place during the appraisal process, as well as in
monitoring of projects and in establishing timetables.

PMEs have already agreed a series of measures to ensure the enhancement of such co-
ordination, including guidance for applicants on whether objective 3 or Western
Scotland Objective 2 ESF would be more appropriate for their projects; regular
meetings between programme managers; and advisory group training to ensure that
links and complementarity between objectives 2 and 3 are fully recognised.

It is of course essential both to avoid duplication between ESF money in objectives 2
and 3, and to ensure that all areas of lowland Scotland have access to ESF funding,
whether or not ESF is also available through objective 2.  The Executive, the PMEs
and Programme Committees are aware of this issue and are currently working to
refine the current geographical sub allocations within the allocation of objective 3
funding.
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SCOTTISH EXECUTIVE RESPONSE TO EUROPEAN COMMITTEE 7TH REPORT
2000

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS (Report Paragraph Nos in Brackets)

The Executive welcomes the Committee's comprehensive report into the controls concerning

the fish diseases Infectious Salmon Anaemia (ISA) and Viral Haemorrhagic Septicaemia

(VHS).  These are matters of concern not only to the fish farming sector, but also wild fishery

interests.

This response includes a number of general observations on the contents of the report and

addresses the conclusions and recommendations directed specifically at the Executive.  We

have also copied the report to the European Commission as a number of the

recommendations are for them to consider.

Responsibility for fish health and disease control is devolved although most of the governing

legislation originates at the Community level.  Although the Ministry of Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food (MAFF) lead for the UK in EU negotiations, the Executive plays an

important part in formulating policy and is part of the UK delegation at meetings in Brussels.

Introduction

(6) It is highly debatable whether the salmon farming industry in Scotland can be

regarded as "still a very young business".  Some of the fish farms were established in 1970

(not 1980) and the industry has grown steadily ever since and more recently has become

largely concentrated within several large companies.  Facing up to the many challenges will

be vital for a sustainable future in which it can co-exist alongside other coastal users,

particularly wild fishery interests.

(9) The Executive recognises that the measures to stamp out ISA had a significant impact

on the salmon farming industry in Scotland, but it was necessary to comply with the

requirements laid down in Community fish health and disease control legislation.  Although

there can be no grounds for complacency, it is reasonable to assume that the measures taken

have helped to ensure that there have been no further confirmed outbreaks for some 20

months.  However, in the light of experience and new scientific information, it has been

possible for the Executive to propose and secure certain amendments to the Community
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legislation which has led to greater flexibility in the arrangements for the clearance of fish

from infected farms and also the lifting of the prohibition on the use of vaccines as a means

of controlling ISA.  In the event of any future recurrence of ISA it will still be the intention,

indeed the legal obligation, of the Executive to stamp out the disease, but with the additional

flexibility now available the consequences ought to be less onerous for the farmer, without

compromising the risks to others, including wild fish.

Background

(14) There was a temporary loss of confidence in the industry among the financial

institutions during the height of the ISA epidemic.  However, as the number of outbreaks

declined and the industry began to improve husbandry methods and minimise the risk of

disease recurring, the position has improved again.

VHS

(15) There is no evidence of VHS as a disease being endemic in the wild.  The virus group

implicated is believed to be widespread in the marine environment in Europe and there is

evidence of genetic sub-groups which may have different pathologies in different species of

fish.

The Executive acknowledges the concerns about the potential impact of the current VHS

controls on the future development of farming new species such as cod.  Having secured

additional flexibility for the clearance of ISA infected farms, the Executive is currently

engaged with the UK government in working up comparable proposals to put to the European

Commission in respect of List II diseases VHS and IHN.

(17) "VHS is harmful to white fish" is too categorical.  VHS may be harmful to white

marine fish since not all populations of fish show damage.

ISA - Initial Response and Impact

(19) The Executive established and chaired the ISA Joint Government and Industry

Working Group.  Because of its success the Executive last year established the Aquaculture

Health Joint Working Group which has a wider forward looking remit to:-
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- consider ways in which to improve the general health, welfare and

management of aquaculture animals;

- make recommendations - as appropriate - to Ministers and industry

associations;

- make recommendations for research and development;

- produce an annual report by end of March each year.

As well as seeking to review and improve the management and control of diseases currently

known to have a significant economic and/or environmental impact, considerable priority is

attached to identifying new disease threats and making appropriate contingency plans.

Industry Concerns

(21) The Executive is unable to confirm the loss of "around 200 jobs". Hydro Seafoods did

report laying off 150 staff on their farms and at the processing plant at South Shian, Argyll,

following the ISA outbreaks in 1998; this included seasonal and part-time jobs as well as full-

time jobs.  These job losses were understood to be partly due to restructuring as well as the

ISA impact on the company.  A small number of other companies also reported some lay-

offs, due to the ISA controls eg mandatory fallowing of farms, but most of the jobs were

understood to be reinstated later.  No fish farming companies are known to have collapsed as

a direct result of ISA.

Over the last 2 years a number of companies have been put up for sale or taken over, but in

the majority of cases this is understood to have been for reasons other than ISA.  Certainly

none of the companies assisted under the Highlands and Islands Enterprise (HIE) ISA Re-

Start Scheme have shed any staff, indeed it is a condition of the assistance that current

employment levels be at least maintained.

(22) Recent checks with the Scottish Clearing Banks confirmed that fish farms are able to

access investment funds, like any other business, although each case is considered on its

individual merits.
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Commercial insurance is not currently available for ISA primarily because the fish health

authority (the Executive) makes the final judgement about the compulsory slaughter of

infected stocks.  Hitherto, the legislation required "immediate" slaughter of the entire farm

stock on confirmation of the disease.  Now that the Directive has been amended to allow for

the option of a staged withdrawal of fish from infected farms (see para 50 below) it is to be

hoped that the insurance sector will review their position and that ISA may become an

insurable risk sometime in the future.  The Executive keeps the commercial insurance sector

appraised of policy developments in respect of the disease.

(25) The Executive (FRS, Aberdeen) has placed proposals before the Commission on the

diagnosis of ISA and associated controls.  These are being discussed by the Commission and

fish health experts drawn from certain Member States and in due course will form the basis of

a Commission Decision on ISA diagnosis.

Norway

(32) The way in which the Executive tackled ISA reflected our obligations in Community

law.  Differences in the policies exercised in Scotland and Norway also reflected differences

in the distribution and level of infection of the disease in the two countries.  In Norway,

controls were not introduced for at lease 5 years after the first recognition of ISA as a disease

and since the early 1990s new outbreaks have continued to occur at the rate of 10-14 annually

along the west coast.  16 in 2000.

In Scotland, the disease had a point source on one farm and was subsequently spread by the

actions of farmers to a further 10 farms.  All fish were withdrawn as soon as possible from

every affected farm and there have been no further confirmed cases of ISA since May 1999.

Despite these differences in approach there has been very close co-operation between the

Executive and the Norwegian authorities, especially at scientific level.  There has also been

close co-operation with the Canadian authorities in view of their experiences with ISA.  We

believe we have learned lessons from each other.

(33) The approach to "suspect" farms has been different, but the Executive were obliged to

follow the procedures laid down in the disease control Directives.  As we record in response
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to recommendation (92), under the proposed statutory diagnostic procedures, it is expected

that there will be provision in future for "lifting" suspicion from farms.

(35) The Executive's epizootic investigation into the origin and subsequent spread of ISA

is expected to be available by Easter.  FRS Marine Laboratory at Aberdeen also conducted

extensive surveillance of wild fish for the prevalence of the disease and that report too should

be available by Easter.  These two reports will inform discussions, within the Community,

about the prevalence of ISA and future legislative arrangements.

(42) It is incorrect to say that Directive 93/53/EEC limits itself to "laying down measures

aimed at preventing the spread of the disease through controls ……".  The Directive

describes the control measures to be taken as soon as the presence of the disease is suspected

and, in particular, by carefully controlling movements of fish and products liable to spread

infection.

Council Directive 2000/27/EC: Towards More Flexibility

(50) The Committee will wish to note that the "Scottish Withdrawal Scheme" was

approved by the Commission and EC Standing Veterinary Committee (SVC) on 6

February 2001.  It is therefore available for use with immediate effect, if required, as the

Executive took the precautionary step of including the provision in the Diseases of Fish

(Control) Amendment (Scotland) Regulations 2000.

Funding

(88) The Committee will also wish to note that, at the end of January, HIE had assisted 18

companies directly affected by ISA through a total of £2.9m.  A number of other applications

are currently under consideration, which if approved, could take the total assistance to some

£4.3m.  The Scheme will remain open until end March 2002 in case there are further calls for

assistance.

Appendix C

Point 4 - there is an error in the survival figures.  Production of virus is reduced by 99% at

20ºC and no replication has been detected at 25ºC or above.  At 37ºC infectivity of the virus
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was reduced by approximately 99.9% after 24 hours.  ISA virus is completely inactivated at

pH4 for 30 minutes.  These results were reported to the Advisory Committee on the

Microbiological Safety of Food (ACMSF) in September 1998.
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CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS - PARAGRAPHS 89-102

(89) Disease Control Measures

The Executive keeps fish health and disease control legislation under continuous review in

the light of scientific developments and practical experience.  This process is informed by the

ongoing work of the Aquaculture Health Joint Working Group (involving fish and shellfish

farmers) and the Tripartite Working Group (involving fish farming and wild fishery

interests).

At Community level, the Commission has recently initiated a review of the main fish and

shellfish health Directives.  Member States, last August, submitted outline proposals for

change to which the Executive contributed.  The Commission is now engaged in a series of

discussions with Community fish health experts (one of whom is from the FRS Marine

Laboratory in Aberdeen) and is expected to make proposals to Member States later this year.

Subsequent negotiations are expected to take a considerable time but will initially focus on

revision of the two key Directives - 91/67/EEC and 93/53/EEC.  An important feature of the

review will be whether the range of diseases and susceptible species are appropriately

associated to the current lists I, II and III.  This is particularly relevant to the nature of the

controls which would apply in the event of an outbreak of VHS on farms producing species

such as cod or turbot.  Officials from the Executive will be part of the UK delegation

throughout these forthcoming negotiations.

(90) ISA Joint Working Group Recommendations

Last August the aquaculture industry issued a Code of Practice (COP) reflecting the

recommendations of the ISA Joint Working Group (JWG) report, published in January 2000.

Copies of both documents were made available to SPICe at the time of publication.

Implementation of and compliance with the recommendations is being monitored by the Fish

Health Inspectorate of the FRS in Aberdeen.  The JWG recommendations are applied by the

Executive and other statutory bodies when applications for new or modified fish farm sites

are considered.  HIE requires compliance with the COP as a condition of paying grant under

the ISA Re-Start Scheme and other forms of assistance to the fish farming sector ie the

Finance for Business arrangements.  Additionally, the Executive will require an undertaking
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from fish farming applicants for FIFG assistance that best practice as recommended by the

ISA JWG will be observed.

(91) Review of VHS Controls

The Executive has been reviewing the VHS legislative controls in the light of the ISA

experience.  Proposals for change were consulted upon last autumn and a statutory instrument

amending the Diseases of Fish (Control) Regulations will be laid before the Scottish

Parliament shortly.  The changes will, if approved, provide the legal basis for greater

flexibility when fish require to be removed from any future VHS (or IHN) infected farm.  It

will still be necessary to prepare national contingency arrangements for the withdrawal of

fish from VHS/IHN infected farms - similar to the arrangements which now apply to ISA -

but work is in hand and this additional flexibility should be in place by the end of 2001.

(92) Review of Control on Suspect Sites

A Commission working group has recently been preparing a draft Commission Decision for

the diagnosis of ISA.  The initial draft (prepared by the Executive's expert at FRS, Aberdeen)

specifies the criteria that must be met for declaring farms to be officially suspected or

confirmed of being infected with ISA.  The draft decision also contains proposals specifying

the methods for "lifting" suspect status in the event that subsequent testing does not confirm

the presence of virus.  The proposals will still require that farms in the same coastal area as

suspect and confirmed should be subject to controls.  It is worth noting that the Commission

has pressed for farms to be confirmed if the virus is isolated from fish on the farm whereas

hitherto a range of tests have applied.

(93) Update on ISA Vaccine Development

No ISA vaccine application has yet been submitted to the Veterinary Medicines Directorate

(VMD) for authorisation although we (the Executive) are aware of commercial interest in

developing a suitable product.  Pharmaceutical companies are aware of the statutory

limitations which would apply to any authorised product ie for use only as part of an

eradication strategy.  Council Directive 2000/27/EC which amended 93/53/EEC requires the

detailed procedures for use to be specified in the national (UK) contingency plan for ISA

which has to be approved by the Commission.  The Executive is currently revising and
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augmenting these plans in conjunction with the Aquaculture Health Joint Working Group.

However, the Committee might find it useful to know that the plan envisages three situations

which vaccination may be appropriate:-

- fish already at sea within an infected zone or the surveillance area around an

infected zone.  The purpose being to protect stocks on unaffected cages or

adjacent farms;

- smolts destined for transfer to a farm within a surveillance zone;

- as a booster vaccination to those in (a) or (b)

It should be noted that in Canada vaccine trials have not produced any conclusive results on

efficacy.

(94) Assistance to Install Effluent Treatment Plant

Financial assistance for fish processors to install appropriate waste treatment plant is

provided for under the new FIFG which opened for business at the beginning of January this

year.  Projects for improved waste disposal on fish farms may also be eligible.

(95) FIFG Aquaculture Scheme

A SWOT analysis of the fisheries sector, including aquaculture, was carried out as part of the

development of the Scottish FIFG programmes and helped shape support scheme

development.  Details of the FIFG support schemes are contained in the guidance notes

available on the Executive Website (http://www.scotland.gov.uk/fisheries/fifg).  A copy of

the aquaculture guidance notes and application form is attached for the convenience of

the Committee. (hard copy only, from the Clerk to the European Committee)

Provision exists in Council Regulation 2792/99/EEC (laying down detailed rules and

arrangements regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector) for funding

to be made available for eradication of the pathological risks of fish farming or parasites in

catchment areas or coastal ecosystems.  The Executive will consider the eligibility of any

projects submitted under this sub-head which forms part of the scheme involving "operations
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by members of the trade" but does not see this as a mechanism for "compensation" to be paid

either to individuals or trade organisations for losses incurred as a result of fish disease

outbreaks.

(96) ISA Re-Start Scheme

The Executive receives regular progress reports from HIE about the scheme and will be

happy to provide an annual report to the Committee; the first will be made available after the

current financial year.  Officials of HIE stand ready to provide such further evidence as the

Committee may require following submission of the report.

(97) Insurance Provision

Proposals from the salmon farming sector for a Government funded insurance scheme were

previously considered and rejected.   The Executive took the view then that - Government

should not be involved in providing financial cover of that kind, which could expose the

taxpayer to a potentially significant and open-ended financial commitment.  The Executive's

position has not changed.

(98) Addition of ISA/VHS Under Council Decision 90/424/EEC

At the beginning of February (this year) the Commission circulated to Member States a draft

proposal to add ISA to the list of diseases under Council Decision 90/424/EEC thereby

allowing Member States, at their discretion, to apply for a Community financial contribution

towards the cost of veterinary and inspection measures and eradication programmes.  This

was in response to a recommendation of the Committee on Fisheries of the European

Parliament following their approval of the proposal to amend 93/53/EEC and allow additional

flexibility for the clearance of ISA infected farms (the latter originally proposed by the

Executive). It will depend on the attitude of Member States whether, in due course, the

Commission submit a formal proposal to the EC Standing Veterinary Committee for

consideration.

There are no plans to include VHS under 90/424/EEC.
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(99) Scientific Basis for List I Status of ISA

Reports about ISA developments in Scotland have been regularly submitted to the

Commission and the SVC ever since the first outbreak in 1998.  The Commission and

Member States have also adopted the amendments to 93/53/EEC (introducing additional

flexibility for the clearance of ISA infected farms) and the associated "Scottish Withdrawal

Scheme" which, as already noted, was approved by the SVC on 6 February.  In May 2000 EC

Food and Veterinary Inspectors of DG SANCO conducted an audit of the ISA procedures

imposed by the Executive and their compliance with the requirements of Community law.  At

no time during any of the foregoing discussions were there any doubts expressed either about

the classification of ISA as a List I disease or the resultant controls.

(100) "Downgrade" ISA To List II

By way of preparation for the review of the fish health directives the Commission and

Community fish health experts (as referred to at para 89) are looking at the criteria for disease

listings and the status of all notifiable diseases.  There are strong arguments for the

maintenance of ISA as a List I disease, linked to eradication, particularly in view of the

effectiveness of the measures taken in Scotland which have reduced the incidence of ISA to

zero within one year of the first outbreak.  The Executive will be making available to the

Commission and other Member States the findings of the epizootic investigation into the

origin and spread of ISA and this, we expect, will inform future Community discussions.  It is

hoped to complete and publish the epizootic report by Easter; copies will be made available

to SPICe.

(101) Norwegian Access to Community Markets

This recommendation is directed at the European Commission, however, the Committee

might find the Executive's view useful.  Norway, of course, is not subject to the requirements

of the fish health directives.  As an interim arrangement, until such times as Norway

endeavours to harmonise its veterinary arrangements with those in the Community (expected

2003), there are safeguard measures in place which include a prohibition on the importation

of live salmonids from Norway.  Eviscerated salmon may be marketed from any part of

Norway, but whole salmon only from areas which have demonstrated to the satisfaction of
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the Commission that they are free of ISA.  This reflects the fact that the risk of transmission

is much reduced if organs likely to contain high levels of infection are removed.

It should also be remembered that 93/53/EEC allows fish from ISA infected or suspected

farms to be marketed for human consumption as long as they show no signs of clinical

disease.  The vast majority of fish from those farms in Scotland affected with ISA were

marketed.

(102) This recommendation is also directed at the Commission.  The Executive has no

comments to offer on this issue.
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         April 2001

Thank you for your letter of 16 February about the LEADER+ Community Initiative programme.

We have now submitted formally the programme to the European Commission with a view to taking
forward discussion and approval of the programme with the Commission so that implementation
might begin in the Autumn.  In the interim, we will be inviting from interested groups outline
proposals which will allow a shortlist of potential groups to be identified.  Although these groups
cannot be formally designated until the programme is approved by the Commission, I hope that we
can work with those shortlisted to help them develop the required business plans over the summer.  I
am happy to keep you advised of progress if you would welcome this.

I thought it would also be helpful to advise you of progress with the URBAN II Initiative.  The UK
and the Commission have still to agree finally how many programmes should be submitted.  We
intend that both our areas (Port Glasgow and Clydebank South) should feature and are developing
with the Councils a single Scottish programme covering both areas.   Our aim is to have the final
version ready for submission to the Commission around the end of May.  A draft should be ready
around the end of next month and I intend making this available to you  for comment if you wish to
do so.

ANGUS MACKAY
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Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council providing for public participation in respect of the drawing up of certain plans
and programmes relating to the environment and amending Council Directives 85/337/EEC and 96/61/EC.

1942
5489/01

COM(2000) 894
final

The implementation of Innovative Measures under Article 6 of the European Social Fund Regulation for the programming periodic 2000-2006.

2001
5884/01

COM(2001) 62
final

Proposal for a Council Regulation derogating from certain provisions of Council Regulation (EC) No. 2792/1999 laying down the detailed rules and
arrangements regarding Community structural assistance in the fisheries sector.

2035
6143/01

COM(2001) 68
final
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2100
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final
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2003
5851/01

COM(2001) 37
final

Proposal for a Council Decision amending Council Decision 90/424/EEC on expenditure in the veterinary field.

2088
Brussels
13.3.2001

COM(2001) 139
final

Proposal for a  Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Protection of the Environment through Criminal Law.

2098
6921/01

COM(2001) 94
final

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the
European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of the
European Research Area.  Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the European Atomic
Energy Community (EURATOM) for research and training activities aimed a contributing towards the creation of the European Research Area.

2099
6781/01

COM(2001) 98
final

Report from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions.
Creating an entrepreneurial Europe. The activities of the European Union for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs).

2121
6906/01

SEC(2000) 382

Commission Staff Working Paper. Work programme for 2001 of each Commission service for the implementation of the Framework Strategy on
Gender Equality.

2122
6905/01

COM(2001) 119
final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament. Framework Strategy on Gender Equality: Work Programme for
2001.

2123
6921/01
COR1

Proposal for a Decision of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the
European Community for research, technological development and demonstration activities aimed at contributing towards the creation of the
European Research Area. Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the multiannual Framework Programme 2002 - 2006 of the European Atomic
Energy Community (EURATOM) for research and training activities aimed at contributing towards the creation of the European Research Area
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1912
5268/01

COPEN 2
COMIX 30

Draft Convention on improving mutual assistance in criminal matters.
Copy to Justice and Home Affairs

Committee

1986
6248/01 ADD1
COM(2001) 79

final VOL II

VOLUME II: Realising the European Union's potential:consolidating and extending the Lisbon strategy-
contribution of the European Commission to the Spring European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24 March
2001. Structural Indicators: Annex 2 to the Stockholm Report

Copy to Enterprise and Lifelong
Learning Committee

2018
6060/01

COPEN 4

Draft Protocol to the 2000 Convention on mutual assistance in criminal matters between the Member States
of the European Union.

Copy to Justice and Home Affairs
Committee

2002
5876/01

COM(2001) 28
final

The Commission's work programme for 2001.
Copy to all Committees

2005
5771/01

COM(2001) 31
final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the Economic and Social
Committee and the Committee of the Regions on the sixth environment programme of the European
Community." Environment 2010: Our future, our choice". Proposal for a Decision of the European
Parliament and of the Council laying down the Community Environment Action Programme 2001 - 2010.

Copy to the Transport and the
Environment Committee

2064
6671/01

COM(2001) 88
final

White Paper. Strategy for a future chemicals policy.
Copy to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee

2080
6997/01

ECOFIN 73

The contribution of public finances to growth and employment; improving quality and sustainability.
Copy to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee

2082
7001/01

ECOFIN 77

Key Issues Paper on the 2001 Broad Economic Policy Guidelines.
Copy to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee
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2085
ECFIN/176/04-EN

Brussels 7.3.01

Report on the implementation of the 2000 broad Economic Policy Guidelines.
  Copy to Enterprise and Lifelong

Learning Committee

2089
6316/01
REV 1

Draft Resolution on the principles of personal data protection in the fields of police and judicial cooperation
in criminal matters.

Copy to Justice and Home Affairs
Committee
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1985
6248/01

COM(2001) 79
final VOL I

VOLUME I: Realising the European Union's potential:consolidating and extending the Lisbon strategy- contribution of the European Commission to
the Spring European Council, Stockholm, 23 and 24 March 2001.

2073
6164/1/01

REV1

Requirements for SIS II

2075
2623-21

EUROPOL

Draft Agreement between Interpol and Europol.

2076
2626-01

EUROPOL

Draft Agreement between the European Police Office and the European Central Bank.

2077
2626-02

EUROPOL

Proposal for the content of an exchange of Letters between the President of the European Central Bank and the Director of Europol, as mentioned
in article 8 of the [Draft] Agreement between the European Central Bank and Europol.

2078
3710-31

Draft Agreement between the Kingdom of Norway and the European Police Office.

2079
13165/1/00

Draft initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for the adoption of a Council Resolution on Member States' obligation to transmit information on
illegal immigration and facilitator networks pursuant to early warning system.

2090
13165/1/00

REV1 COR1

Draft Initiative by the Federal Republic of Germany for the adoption of a Council Decision on Member States' obligation to transmit information on
illegal immigration and faciltator networks pursuant to an early warning system.

2114
7073/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume II)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Czech Republic in the
Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).
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2117
6958/01

COM(2001) 71
final

IRAN. Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council: EU relations with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

1995
6005/01

COM(2001) 33
final

Excise duties on mineral oils. Request from  France for a derogation (procedure laid down in article 8(4) of Directive 92/81/EEC). Public road
passenger transport services.

2006
5688/01

COM(2001) 59
final

Report from the Commission. "The concrete future objectives of education systems".

2008
6182/01

COM(2001) 67
final

Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament and the Council concerning the special framework of assistance for traditional
ACP suppliers of bananas (Council Regulation No. 856/1999) : Biennial Report from the Commission 2000.

2010
6247/01

COM(2001) 46
final

Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council  on reporting formalities for ships arriving in and departing from Community
ports.

2011
5778/01

COM(2000)  4397
final

Commission recommendation of 17 January 2001 on the maximum permitted Blood Alcohol Content (BAC) for drivers of motorised vehicles (Text
with EEA relevance).

2045
6419/01

COM(2001) 83
final 2001/0046

(COD)

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the establishment of a common classification of Territorial Units for
Statistics (NUTS).



SIFT/SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATION NOTE

NO FURTHER ACTION

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

8

2056
5980/01

EDUC 23

Report from the Education Council to the European Council. "The concrete future objectives of education and training systems".

2081
6998/01

ECOFIN 74

Annual Report on Structural Reforms 2001.

2083
6789/01

Draft Council Decision updating Part VI and Annexes 3, 6 and 13 of the Common Consular Instructions on Visas and Annexes 5(a), 6(a) and 8 to
the Common Manual.

2084
6470/01

Council Regulation reserving to the Council implementing powers with regard to certain detailed provisions and practical procedures for examining
visa applications.

2086
6999/01

ECOFIN 75

ECOFIN Council Report on the short list of structural indicators.

2087
6029/01

COM(2001) 91
final

Proposal for a Council Regulation imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty on imports of certain electronic weighing scales originating in Singapore.

2091
6559/01

COM(2000) 798
final

Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on rail transport statistics.

2092
6651/01

COM(2001) 108
final

Proposal for a Council Decision authorising the Kingdom of  Spain to extend until 7 March 2002 the Agreement on mutual fishery relations with the
Republic of South Africa.
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2093
6802/01

COM(2001) 96
final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament "Programme for Action: accelerated action on HIV/AIDS, malaria
and tuberculosis in the context of poverty reduction".

2095
6558/01

COM(2001) 57
final

Amended proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council concerning the distribution of authorizations among Member
States received through the Agreement between the European Community and the Republic of Bulgaria and between the European Community and
the Republic of Hungary establishing certain conditions for the carriage of goods by road and the promotion of Combined Transport.

2096
6561/01

COM(2001) 105
final

Report from the Commission on the implementation of the 2000 Broad Economic Policy Guidelines.

2097
6846/01

COM(2001) 115
final

Commission Reform. Reform progress report. February 2001.

2101
COM(2001) 140

final

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament on Europe 2002. Impact and Priorities.

2102
7182/01

COM(2001) 110
final

Proposal for a Council Regulation amending Regulation (EC) No 1267/1999 establishing an Instrument for Structural Policies for pre-Accession
(presented by the Commission).

2103
7138/01

SEC(2001) 246
final

Discharge for 1999: Action plan for improving financial management and procedures, in response to the Court of Auditors' recommendations.
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2104
7125/01

COM(2001) 122
final

European Charter for Small Enterprises. Annual Implementation Report

2105
7124/01

COM(2001) 121
final

Communication from the Commission to the Council, the European Parliament, the ECSC Consultative Committee, the Economic and Social
Committee and the Committee of the Regions: "Expiry of the ECSC Treaty: Financial activities after 2002". Amended proposal for a Council
Decision establishing the measures necessary for the implementation of the protocol, annexed to the Treaty of Nice, on the financial consequences
of the expiry of the ECSC Treaty and on the Research Fund for Coal and Steel (COM(2000) 519 final). Amended proposal for a Council Decision
laying down multiannual financial guidelines for managing the assets of the "ECSC in liquidation"and, on completion of the liquidation, the "Assets of
the Coal and Steel Research Fund" (COM)2000) 520 final). Amended proposal for a Council Decision laying down the multiannual technical
guidelines for the research programme of the Coal and Steel Research Fund (COM(2000) 521 final).

2106
7081/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume X)

Proposal for Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of  Slovenia in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2107
7080/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume IX)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Slovak Republic in the
Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2108
7079/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume VIII)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of Romania in the Culture
2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2109
7078/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume VII)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Poland in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).



SIFT/SCRUTINY RECOMMENDATION NOTE

NO FURTHER ACTION

SP/EC REFS DOCUMENT TITLE

11

2110
7077/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume VI)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Lithuania in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2111
7076/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume V)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Latvia in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2112
7075/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume IV)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Hungary in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2113
7074/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume III)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Estonia in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2115
7072/01

COM(2001) 128
final (Volume I)

Proposal for a Council Decision concerning the Community position within the Association Council on the participation of the Republic of Bulgaria in
the Culture 2000 programme (submitted by the Commission).

2116
6974/01

COM(2001) 113
final

Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing a facility providing medium-term financial assistance for Member States' balances payments.

2118
6739/01

SEC(2001) 73
final

Commission Report. The market for solid fuels in the Community in 2000 and the outlook for 2001.
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2119
6738/01

SEC(2000) 2143
final. Volume I

Report from the Commission . The market for solid fuels in the Community in 1999 and the outlook for 2000.

2120
13104/00 ADD1
COM(2000) 558

final Vol. II

Follow-up report from the Commission on the 1998 financial year. Volume II

2124
SEC(2001) 150

General Budget of the European Union for the financial year 2001. The Figures.

2125
L56

Volume 44

Official Journal of the European Communities. Legislation. Volume 44

2074
2623-20

EUROPOL

Proposal for the content of an exchange of Letters between the General Secretary of Interpol and the Director of Europol, as mentioned in Articles
13 and 14 of the [Draft] Agreement between Interpol and Europol.

2094
5872/01

CRIMORG 12

Final report on the first evaluation exercise - mutual legal assistance in criminal matters.
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1.         This document

This document prepared by the Clerk to the European Committee, Stephen Imrie (tel
85234), contains copies of the correspondence issued by the Committee in relation
to documents identified as requiring further information or clarification of issues by
the European Committee from previous meetings. It also contains, where available
at the time of printing, the response of the relevant Scottish Executive department.

The purpose of publishing this regular series of documents is to increase the
transparency of the scrutiny process undertaken by the European Committee
regarding proposals for EC/EU legislation.  These correspondence reports are
supplemented by the publication of the Committee’s formal reports into scrutiny
(published on a twice-yearly basis).

2. Contents

SP Reference
Number

EC/EU Reference
Number

Title Page Number

1811 14373/00 Draft Framework Decision on the
protection of the environment
through criminal law

2

1886 COM(2000) 860 Communication from the
Commission to the European
Parliament and the Council
“Developing a New Bathing Water
Policy”

3

Stephen Imrie
Clerk to the European Committee

12 April 2001
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SP 1811, 14373/00

Request for more information from the Committee

On behalf of the European Committee, I’d like to request that the Scottish Executive provide
us with some information on the following document:

SP Ref No EU Ref No. Document Title

1811 14373/00 Draft Framework Decision on the protection of the
environment through criminal law

The Explanatory Memorandum supplied by the Home Office indicates that this proposal will
require a change to UK law.  It would be helpful if the Executive could provide us with further
details on the impact of this draft framework decision on UK law. In particular it would be
helpful if the Committee could be provided with details of the area of existing law likely to
be affected and whether or not new or amending legislation will be required.

The Committee would also like information on the state of play on this instrument following
the Justice and Home Affairs Council of 15-16 March 2001.

I should be grateful if this information could be sent by 20th April. I will then ensure its
distribution internally within the Parliament.

Response from the Scottish Executive

The response from the Scottish Executive was not available in time to be considered
at this meeting. Full details will be published in subsequent editions of this document.



EU/01/05/3

3

SP 1886, COM(2000)860

Request for more information from the Committee

SP Ref No EU Ref No. Document Title

1886 COM(2000)
860

Communication from the Commission to the European
Parliament and the Council “Developing a New Bathing
Water Policy”

On behalf of the European Committee, I’d like to request that the Scottish Executive provide
us with the following information on the above mentioned document, namely, a copy of their
own contribution to this consultation process.

It would be helpful if this could be sent by 20th April 2001.  I will then ensure its distribution
internally within the Parliament.

I thank you in advance for your assistance.

Response from the Scottish Executive

The response from the Scottish Executive was not available in time to be considered
at this meeting. Full details will be published in subsequent editions of this document.


