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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

AGENDA

16th Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Monday, 26 June 2000

The Committee will meet at 1.30pm in Committee Room 2, Committee
Chambers, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

1. Items in private:  The Convener will move that items 2 and 6 be taken in private.

2. Lines of questioning:  The Committee will consider its lines of questioning for
item 3.

3. ‘The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry: an action plan for Scotland’ and ‘Towards a
Just Conclusion’: The Committee will take evidence on the Scottish Executive’s
reports ‘The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry: an action plan for Scotland’ and ‘Towards
a Just Conclusion’ from—

Jim Wallace MSP, Deputy First Minister and Minister for Justice.

4. Subordinate Legislation:  The Committee will consider The Census (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/194) under negative procedure.

5. Reporters’ reports: The Committee will hear progress reports from—

Irene McGugan – Disability issues

Johann Lamont – Gender issues

Michael McMahon – Race issues

Nora Radcliffe – Sexual orientation issues.

6. Forward work plan:  The Committee will consider a paper on its future work
programme for 2000/01.

**************



The following papers are enclosed:

Memorandum from Scottish Executive on ‘The Stephen Lawrence Inquiry: an action
plan for Scotland’ and ‘Towards a Just Conclusion’

EO/00/16/1 Paper from the Clerk on The Census (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/1940), together with the Regulations, including an
explanatory note, and an Executive Note.

EO/00/16/2(P) Paper from the Convener on the Committee’s forward work plan
2000/01 (private paper).

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Room 1.4 Committee Chambers
0131 348 5216

martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk

martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

26 June 2000

Scottish Statutory Instruments – The Census (Scotland) Amendment
Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/194)

1. The Census (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/194) were laid
on 16 June 2000, and are subject to negative procedure. That is, they come into
force from 16 June 2000, and will remain in force, unless they are annulled by the
Parliament within 40 days of being laid before the Parliament, i.e. until 19
September 2000.

2. These Regulations extending only to Scotland amend the Census (Scotland)
Regulations 2000 which made provision for the detailed arrangements required
for the conduct of the of the census to be taken by the Census (Scotland) Order
2000.  The Amendment Regulations are the final step in implementing an
undertaking given by the Scottish Executive to include a voluntary question or
questions on religion in the 2001 Census in Scotland, subject to amendment of
the Census Act 1920.

3. The Justice and Home Affairs Committee is the lead committee for this draft
Order. The Equal Opportunities Committee is an ‘other’ committee, and is invited
to report to the lead committee before 11 September.

4. The committee has the following papers before it: The Census (Scotland)
Amendment Regulations 2000 (SSI 2000/194), including an explanatory note
which is not part of the Regulations, and an Executive Note headed Census
(Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2000.

5. The committee is invited to consider whether it wishes to make any
recommendation to the lead committee.

6. A procedural note is attached.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee



Procedural Note

Standing Orders
1. The procedures for dealing with Scottish Statutory Instruments (SSIs) are

covered by Chapter 10 of Standing Orders.  SSIs are laid by being lodged with
the chamber clerks, and are published in the Business Bulletin.  They are
referred to the Subordinate Legislation Committee and the appropriate subject
committee (the ‘lead committee’).

SSIs for approval by resolution: ‘affirmative instruments’
2. Where a draft SSI is subject to approval by resolution, it does not come into force

unless it is approved by a resolution of the Parliament.  A motion that the lead
committee recommend approval of the draft instrument is lodged with the
chamber clerks, on behalf of the minister.

3. The lead committee debates such a motion for no more than 90 minutes.

4. The lead committee reports to the Parliament, setting out its recommendations,
within 40 days of the draft instrument being laid.  If it recommends approval, the
Bureau will propose to the Parliament a motion that the draft instrument be
approved.  If there is a debate on the motion in the Parliament, the member
moving the motion, the minister and one speaker against the motion may each
speak for up to 3 minutes.

SSIs subject to annulment:  ‘negative instruments’
5. Where a draft SSI is subject to annulment, it comes into force on a specified date

and then remains in force unless it annulled by the Parliament.  Any MSP may by
motion propose to the lead committee that the committee recommend that
nothing further is to be done under the instrument.  Such motions are lodged with
the chamber clerks.

6. The lead committee debates such a motion for no more than 90 minutes.

7. The lead committee reports to the Parliament, setting out its recommendations.  If
it recommends annulment, the Bureau will propose to the Parliament a motion
that nothing further is to be done under the instrument.  A debate will be held in
the Parliament in which the member moving annulment, and the minister may
each speak for up to 3 minutes.

8. All the above must take place within 40 days of the instrument being laid.

9. To date, no motion to annul SSI 2000/194 has been lodged with the chamber
clerks.

Proceedings in the committee
10. This committee is invited to discuss the SSI.  Members will then be asked

whether the committee wishes to make any recommendation in its report to the
Justice and Home Affairs Committee.


