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EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

AGENDA

15th Meeting, 2000 (Session 1)

Tuesday 20 June 2000

The Committee will meet at 10.00am in the Committee Room 1, Committee
Chambers, George IV Bridge, Edinburgh

1. Positive Action in Housing: The Committee will take evidence on the work of
PAiH and ethnic minority housing issues from—

Robina Qureshi, Director, and other representatives of PaiH.

2. Towards an Equality Strategy:  The Committee will take evidence on a report
on responses to the consultation paper: Towards a Housing Strategy from—

Yvonne Strachan, Esther Brietenbach and Kate Bilton of the Scottish
Executive Equality Unit.

3. Petition: The committee will note information provided by SPICe on translation
services in other Parliaments, in relation to Petition PE139 from Platform.

4. Transport (Scotland) Bill:  The Committee will note the introduction of the
Transport (Scotland) Bill, and consider its equal opportunities implications.

5. Reporters’ reports: The committee will hear progress reports from—

Irene McGugan – Disability issues

Johann Lamont – Gender issues

Michael McMahon – Race issues

Nora Radcliffe – Sexual orientation issues.

6. Correspondence:  The Committee will consider recent correspondence received
by the Clerk and Convener.

**************



The following papers are attached:

A report on responses to the consultation paper: Towards an Equality Strategy
(Scottish Executive Equality Unit June 2000).  Please note that an electronic copy of
this document is also available on the Scottish Executive website,
www.scotland.gov.uk

Translation services in other Parliaments for deaf people, deaf/blind people and
people with hearing difficulties EO/00/15/1

Transport (Scotland) Bill EO/00/15/2

Correspondence EO/00/15/3

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee

Room 1.4 Committee Chambers
0131 348 5216

martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk

martin.verity@scottish.parliament.uk
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TRANSLATION SERVICES IN OTHER PARLIAMENTS FOR DEAF PEOPLE,
DEAF/BLIND PEOPLE AND PEOPLE WITH HEARING DIFFICULTIES

The National Assembly for Wales
They are being petitioned by organisations representing the deaf and hard of hearing
to provide British Sign Language (BSL) interpreters at committee meetings and full
Plenary sessions. They have had BSL interpreters on a few occasions for both
committee and plenary but do not provide this as a matter of course. The issue is
with their House Committee to determine a policy and their views should be known
by the end of June.

The Northern Ireland Assembly
An induction loop for the assistance of those visitors with hearing difficulties who
have the appropriate hearing aids exists throughout the public galleries of the
Assembly Chamber. No such service exists in the Committee Rooms. As part of a
wider review of the facilities provided within Parliament Buildings, they are
considering reports from, amongst others, the Royal National Institute for the Deaf in
an effort to make Parliament Buildings more accessible and friendly to disabled
people.

Germany
The German Bundestag does not provide a service for people with hearing
difficulties but a TV-broadcasting company called PHOENIX has a service for deaf
people. PHOENIX transmits the plenary of the German Bundestag and some
regional radio stations air the plenary sessions.

Australia
There are no translation services for people with hearing difficulties for proceedings
in the Senate. Particular Senate committees have provided translation services in
the past where they considered that the nature of the inquiry or the interested
sections of the public warranted such a service.

Denmark
The Danish Parliament does not provide translation services for people with hearing
difficulties or who are deaf/blind.

Finland
Interpreting services for Deaf Sign Language users have been provided under the
Services and Assistance for the Disabled Act since 1988. The Act includes
regulations on the provision of interpretation services and from 1994 when the Act
came into full force people with severe speech defects along other groups in need
have been entitled to services.

Uganda
The Ugandan Parliament has a Deaf Sign Language user MP (the Rt. Hon. Alex
Ndeezi) for whom the Parliament provides 2 Sign Language interpreters daily.



EO/00/15/2

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES COMMITTEE

20 June 2000

Transport (Scotland) Bill

Introduction of bill
The Transport (Scotland) Bill was introduced on 5 June 2000.

Long Title
The ‘long title’ of the bill is:
‘An Act of the Scottish Parliament to make provisions about transport; to make
provision as respects certain bridges; to amend section 21 of the Chronically Sick
and Disabled Persons Act 1970; to amend sections 26, 28 and 63 of the Road Traffic
Regulations Act 1984; and for connected purposes.’

Progress
The Transport and the Environment Committee is the lead committee on the bill, and
it will commence taking Stage 1 evidence at its meeting of Wednesday 21 June.  It
aims to consider a draft of its Stage 1 report on 4 July, with a view to finalising it
before the end of the summer recess.  The Local Government Committee and the
Enterprise and Lifelong Learning Committee took evidence on the bill at their
meetings of 13 and 14 June respectively.

Equal opportunities implications
The Scottish Executive’s Policy memorandum, which accompanies the bill, includes
the following section on equal opportunities:

‘Effects on Equal Opportunities

66. The provisions of the Bill are not inherently discriminatory, whether on the
basis of gender, race, disability, marital status, religion or sexual
orientation.

67. The provisions on bus services and the charging measures, with their
associated traffic management and public transport improvements, will
promote the introduction of more frequent, more reliable and more
accessible public transport, which will be of benefit to all members of
society, but particularly the young, women, the elderly and those with low
incomes who are disproportionately dependent on non-car forms of
transport.  For example, about half of women do not have a full driving
licence, compare with only about a quarter of men.  Around seven in ten
lower income households do not have access to a motor vehicle, compare
with only about one in twenty high-income households.

68. The Scottish Executive would expect any local authorities bringing forward
proposals for Quality Partnerships, Quality Contracts and charging
schemes to have carefully considered the implications for all groups in
society and to have in particular considered the needs of vulnerable
groups, such as elderly and disabled people.



69. The Scottish Executive’s proposal for a new basic level of concessionary
fare will be of direct benefit to pensioners and people with disabilities in
those area where entitlements are currently below the new national
minimum, making travel more affordable and so enhancing travel
opportunities.

70. The extension of the role of school crossing patrols will benefit the young,
the elderly and parents.’

Correspondence
A letter from the ‘PARITY’ organisation, on travel concession schemes, is enclosed
for the information of the committee.

Recommendation
The committee is invited to note the introduction of the Transport (Scotland) Bill and
to consider its equal opportunities implications.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee
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Correspondence

The following items of correspondence (copies enclosed) are drawn to the attention
of the committee:

Scottish Executive News Release
Meeting of Stephen Lawrence Steering Group to be held at Tulliallan National Police
Training College on Monday 12 June.

Justice and Home Affairs Committee
Copy of letter from the Assistant Clerk of the Justice and Home Affairs Committee, to
a petitioner in relation to Petition PE176, advising him of the Equal Opportunities
Committee’s work on police complaints in relation to the Macpherson Report.

Martin Verity
Clerk to the Committee












