
 
 

LETTER FROM COAST (13 DECEMBER 2006) 
 
This is just a note to update you and the Committee on the progress of the 
negotiations with the Clyde Fisherman’s Association, SNH and SEERAD. 
 
We all met in Glasgow on 22nd November for preliminary discussions on; what 
form the new project would take, what were the fundamental principals of the 
new proposals, what legal framework would be required for the various parts 
of the proposal and what the ‘time frame’ would be for implementation? 
 
The general conclusions from the meeting were as follows: 
 

• SNH will come up with a plan for a Scallop Enhancement Area outside 
Lamlash Bay which will include the COAST proposal [including the 
NTZ], as it stands, within Lamlash Bay. The area would have a 
scientific rationale on the monitoring of the marine habitat and 
harvesting of scallops and could have a range of different restrictions to 
provide a sustainable fishery.  This plan could be circulated to the 
members of the group by Christmas for comment. 

 
• SNH want the project to run as part of the Clyde Coast Forum. 

 
• SNH want the project to be part of the Clyde Pilot Project. 

 
• SEERAD are looking at what the best legal framework will be for the 

COAST proposals and the rest of the project. 
.  

• SEERAD would like to run this proposal through the, as yet to be set 
up, Clyde Inshore Fishery Group. This will not stop the project being 
developed while the IFG’s are being set up. 

 
• The Clyde Fisherman’s Association representative will have talks with 

his members to canvas support for the project and inform them of the 
possible benefits to them.  

   
• COAST suggested the new enlarged project might have a new name 

and we are all looking at possibilities.  
 

• The next meeting is in mid January to discuss the proposal further and 
to ensure an implementation during 2007. 

 
One rather black spot on the horizon is a possible new fish farm which is 
being proposed by Marine Harvest adjacent to Lamlash Bay at Clauchlands 
Point. This planning application [No. XX100/224] will be considered by North 
Ayrshire Council, SEPA and The Crown Estates in December, the final date 
for ‘objections’ to North Ayrshire Council being 4th December and comments 
to SEEPA are due by 15th December 2006. COAST finds the timing of this 
application difficult to believe, especially in view of the review which is at 
present being undertaken in to the role of The Crown Estate in the planning 



 
 

process for fish farms and also in view of the time and effort spent by COAST 
in establishing an area of sea for sustainability purposes.  
 
Both COAST and the CFA are vigorously opposing the sighting of this 
enormous [14 pens 100 meters in diameter] fish farm. SNH and SEERAD 
agreed to look at the possibilities of throwing their weight behind the 
inappropriateness of the location, especially in view of our new combined 
project. 
 
It would seem such a pity to come so near to establishing a working example 
of a sustainable marine environment in which commercial fishermen, the 
island community, SNH and SEERAD are in a joint project, to have these 
hopes dashed by a massive fish farm that almost no one on the island wants 
or will benefit from. 
 
Is there any way that the Environment Committee can help with this situation? 
 
The Environment and Rural Development Committee has played a vital role in 
moving the whole project forward and has bought a focus and determination 
which has encouraged all parties to work together in a completely new way. 
We must emphasise that the new project is still in its embryonic stages and 
we still need the support and guidance that the E & RDC has generously 
given so far. We at COAST feel that it is vital that the Committee keeps the 
Petition open and the pressure on all parties to see this new way forward to a 
time sensitive completion. 
 
COAST is heartened by the Minister’s letter and welcomes his new 
determination to see all parties work together. 


