
CORRESPONDENCE FROM SCOTTISH WATER DATED 29 MARCH 2007 
 
Sewage Sludge Strategy 
 
Following on from our last letter, I hope the further information below assists 
understanding of the National Sludge Strategy. 
 
1. The Draft Strategy available from our website was created over 18 months 
ago and established our guiding principles to implement a fully compliant safe, 
sustainable, cost effective set of sludge disposal or recycling routes for all 
sludges over the next 25 years. 
 
The final version will not differ in any material way from the draft version. It is 
intended at the time of publishing the agreed Strategy, it will be fully refreshed to 
reflect any updates on legislative and regulatory requirements, along with 
performance of current sludge disposal/recycling contracts and also current 
disposal routes being adopted by our peers including our PFI contractors.  We 
will also include the probability and consequence of any loss of landbank and 
other risks materialising will also be reassessed. 
 
 
2. It was the intention to obtain business sign off for the Draft National 
Sludge Strategy in early 2007. This timing aligned well with the need to influence 
the Ministerial Objectives for SR10. The timetable for development of the final 
NSS and business sign off is now aligned with the approval stages of the SR10 
business plan as set down by WICS. Information published on the WICS 
Consultation paper 2010 – 2014, provides key milestones dates throughout 2007 
leading towards lock down of outputs. 
 
 
3. The Ministerial Directions 2005 specifically identified the investment for 
waste management in the Q&SIII period. The asset level investment required to 
deliver these objectives is agreed with SEPA and is split into the current SR06 
and future SR10 period.  
 
SR06 investment is very limited while SR10 investment focuses on providing 
environmental investment at 119 Waste Water Treatment Works and 
improvement to sludge management facilities to meet the Safe Sludge Matrix at 
five sludge treatment centres. 
 
It is worth noting that all sludge recycled to agricultural land meets the enhanced 
or conventional treatment standards set out within the voluntary Safe Sludge 
Matrix.  Plus, where sludge is recycled to land reclamation sites, Scottish Water 
is moving towards the treatment of that sludge.  Currently only two sites use land 
reclamation as the main outlet for sludge. Treatment solutions will be in place on 



these sites within the next 6 months to allow us to develop an agricultural route 
as an alternative to reclamation.  
 
4.  It remains the intention of Scottish Water to complete the requirements of 
the SEA Directive. We will formally publish the post –adoption statement as part 
of the revised Environment Report and this will be made available on our 
website. 
 
 
 


