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Thank you for your letter of 29 September following up the Environment and Rural Development
Committee meeting on 20 September at which Public Petition 799 by the Community of Arran
. Seabed Trust (COAST)was considered.

I am grateful for the Committee's role in the consideration of the COAST proposal. This usefully
supplemented our wider efforts to build a consensual way forward.

I am pleased that the Committee acknowledges the a balance that needs to be struck in dealing with
this case, and in particular that any approach taken should, as far as possible, carry stakeholder
support, should complement other related initiatives and should not lead to un-co-ordinated
development of similar projects around the country. The Committee's views in this respect are very
much in line with the approach we have been developing. Likewise, I welcome the recognition that
Lamlash Bay does not meet the criteria for designation as a Natura 2000 site.

As you know, we have for some time been looking at the COAST proposal in a positive light, and I
am delighted to update the Committee on the very positive progress that has been made since
20 September.

The revised proposition which is emerging is for a new marine management project which would
have benefits for both the marine environment and for fish stocks. The project would involve scallop
enhancement which would be supported and informed by management measures including those
proposed by COAST. It is likely that such a project would merit statutory underpinning and;
therefore, enforcement by the Scottish Fisheries Protection Agency. The proposal would, therefore,
meet the Committee's recommendation on statutory protection.
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This proposal is being developed by COAST SNH and the Clyde Fishennen's Association, and
supported by SEERAD officials. Representatives of these organisations met on 22 November, and I
am very grateful to Lady Isabel Glasgow for agreeing to chair that meeting in her role as convener of
the Clyde Forum and for agreeing to carry out this role on an ongoing basis.

It is very early days and there remains a lot of analysis and preparation to be done. I understand,
however, that good progress is being made and that all parties showed a willingness to work together
on a project which would be taken forward in partnership and a spirit of consensus. I am very
encouraged by these developments, and, if successful, we will have facilitated an excellent example
of fisheries and environmental interests working together to achieve common goals and with a
mutual understanding.

The next step is the preparation of a draft paper by SNH setting out details of the project and how it
might be taken forward. This will be discussed at a further meeting in January of the same group
together with FRS. Beyond that I understand that COAST representatives will want to take the views
of the Arran community before any practical steps are taken forward.

I will arrange for you to be kept infonned of progress on this matter.

ROSS FINNIE
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