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As you will be aware, Sarah Boyack wrote to me on 21 December, in her capacity then as Convener
of the ERDC, as a follow up to previous exchanges on the COAST proposals. The request which
Sarah made was for further information on the likely form of the statutory underpinning for the new
marine management project, which is being is being taken forward by a group consisting of COAST,
the Clyde Fishermen's Association, Scottish Natural Heritage and Fisheries Research Services.

On the basis that the new project is at a very early stage, I am afraid that it is not possible to assess
which mechanism would be the most appropriate means by which to underpin statutorily the
management measures which it may ultimately deliver. I can say that, based on considerations and
discussions so far, the mechanisms which have been identified as possibilities are an Order under the
Inshore Fishing (Scotland) Act 1984 and a Regulating Order, which would be made under the Sea
Fisheries (Shellfish) Act 1967. A decision will not be taken, however, on the most suitable option
until further progress has been made.

In the meantime, I can also advise you that while the meeting of the project group which was
scheduled for January was postponed to allow further advice to be provided, arrangements are now
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being made for the group to meet early in March. I remain encouraged by the fact that this group is
working together and by its determination to make progress.

I will keep the ERDC informed of progress on this matter.

ROSS FINNIE
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