
Contact: 
Tel: 
Fax: 
E-mail: 
Date: 
Our Ref: 
Your Ref: 

David McDove 
01236 616256 
01236 616438 
mcdoved@northlan.gov.uk 
6 February 2007 
D/TT/79/27 
 

 

 

Private Bills Unit 
T2.60 
The Scottish Parliament 
Edinburgh EH99 1SP 
  

 

 Planning & Environment 
David M Porch, Director 
Headquarters, Fleming House, 
2 Tryst Road, Cumbernauld 
G67 1JW 
www.northlan.gov.uk 

FAO: Fergus Cochrane 

Dear Sir 
 
Airdrie-Bathgate Railway and Linked Improvements Bill 
Request for Further Written Evidence: Code of Construction Practise 
 
I refer to your email of 15 January 2007 in which you invited North Lanarkshire Council to submit 
further written evidence in respect of the current draft of the Code of Construction Practise 
(CoCP).  
 
To clarify, the attached comments refer to version 2.2 of the CoCP, dated 10 January 2007. I am 
aware that revisions have subsequently been made to the CoCP, however, as comments have 
had to be gathered from a number of officers within the council, we have continued to comment 
on that draft.  
 
The council has since had some discussion with Network Rail concerning our draft comments, 
and have had notification that some of the issues raised have subsequently been attended to. 
We have therefore removed any such issue that has been satisfactorily amended. The attached 
document therefore summarises all of the council’s current comments concerning the draft Code 
of Construction Practise. 
 
Please contact David McDove at the above number should you require any further information 
concerning the above. 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
David M Porch 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT 
ENCL 



North Lanarkshire Council 
Comments concerning Code of Construction Practise (CoCP) 

{Version 2.2, dated 10 January 2007}
{6 February 2007} 

 
 
General point - All reference to “Highways” should be replace by “Roads”. “Highways” is a term in 
English legislation; there are no “highways” in Scotland. 
 
Section 1.4, 6th para, – The effects of displaced traffic due to construction works should also be 
considered, in particular, the interaction of the various sites and how the works can be 
programmed to minimise the impacts of displaced traffic. Further, the temporary closure of 
certain existing key road bridges, to permit their reconstruction, will create significant traffic 
disruption on the routes traffic is being diverted on to, as well as a number of parallel roads that 
some drivers may choose to use. That should also be included within this section. 
 
Section 1.9, 1st para, – Not sure why specific reference is made to CAR licences in this 
paragraph? 
 
Section 2.1, 3rd para. – It is agreed that each contractor should appoint a Contract Community 
Liaison Officer (CCLO), however, it would be beneficial if Network Rail’s Project Communications 
Manager (PCM) were required to provide local authorities (and any other parties deemed 
appropriate) with a regular updated list of all contractors likely to be working on the project in the 
immediate future, as well as details of their CCLOs. 
 
Section 2.3, 2nd para, – It would be beneficial if the updated information to be provided at the 
information centres was also supplied to the local authorities, so that they also have that 
information readily available within their offices.  
 
Section 4.2, 3rd last bullet point – Change the first half of the sentence from “Access to 
construction compounds and wheel washing facilities area will be brushed clean frequently” and 
replace with “Accesses to construction compounds and wheel washing facility areas shall be 
brushed clean frequently, as well as the roads in the immediate vicinity of these accesses, where 
required”. 
 
Section 4.2, 2nd last bullet point – This perhaps should be expanded to clarify what precisely is 
meant by “Entry/ exit conditions”. 
 
Section 4.3, 4th paragraph after the table – Add to the end of the last sentence “to the 
satisfaction of the relevant Local Authority.” 
 
Section 4.5, at the end of the last sentence – Change “the relevant Local Authorities’ 
Environmental Health Officer” to “the relevant Local Authority’s Environmental Health Officer”. 
 
Section 4.9, 3rd para, – Whilst it would be desirable to have all power supplies to temporary traffic 
signals, lighting, etc. taken from the mains supplies, a cautionary note should perhaps be 
included to remind contractors of the considerable length of time it typically takes to actually get a 
mains connection. Therefore, two additional sentences should be included after the first sentence 
(which is “So far as is practicable, all power to temporary traffic signals, lighting, etc shall be 
taken from mains supplies rather than from portable generators), as follows: “However, 
contractors should be aware that that is not always possible, as there is typically a long lead-in 
time for obtaining any connections to Scottish Power apparatus, with no certainty as to how long 
it might actually take. Local Authority lighting systems are typically only powered in the hours of 



darkness and, even then, typically have little spare capacity for connecting in external 
equipment.”  
 
Section 6.1, 1st para,  - At the end of the 2nd sentence, “having regards to the Project 
programme” should be changed to “with due regard to the various constraints out with the limits 
of the rail solum.” 
 
Section 6.1, 1st para, 4th sentence – “follows national roads” should be changed to “follows local 
authority roads”. 
 
Section 6.1, 3rd para, – The local authorities should also be involved in the discussions 
concerning any potential diversions of the cyclepath onto local roads, as they have responsibility 
for those roads. 
 
Section 6.2, 2nd para, – The words “and for all temporary signage, coning etc, required” should 
be added at the end of the last sentence.  
 
Section 6.2, last para, – At the end of the paragraph, an additional sentence should be added, as 
follows, “Contractors will also be responsible for obtaining information in respect of the location of 
any public utilities services where any intrusive works are required, and for locating and keeping 
safe such services.”  
 
Section 6.2 – After Section 6.2 should be added an additional Section, as follows: 

6.3. Bridge Closures 
 

The bridge replacement/ refurbishment programme will result in a significant volume of traffic 
being diverted, which will include a significant proportion of HGVs on certain routes. For each 
temporary bridge closure, the Contractor will be required to prepare a Transport Statement, 
the scope of which is to be agreed with the local authority, to identify likely diverted traffic 
levels and hence determine the suitability of alternative routes. In addition, the Contractor will 
be required to obtain the prior approval of both the relevant Local Authority, in consultation 
with the police, and the Project Manager in respect of any temporary diversion routes to be 
implemented. 

 
Many of the bridges are in relative proximity to one another, and traffic diverted as a 
result of work being carried out on any one bridge would likely use one or more of the 
adjacent bridges, whether formally signed as a diversion route or not. Consequently, 
traffic conditions could be severely exacerbated should work be carried out on two or 
more of these bridges concurrently, to the detriment of local communities and to the 
local road network. 
 
Consequently, traffic restrictions/ closures, either full or partial, can only be applied at 
any one bridge at the same time. 
 
There are additional requirements whenever construction work on a bridge results in a 
temporary closure to pedestrians as well as vehicles. There are no immediately 
adjacent suitable alternative routes for pedestrians, which would mean that pedestrians 
would have to follow an unacceptably long diversion route during the works. 
Consequently, temporary pedestrian bridges/ structures are to be provided immediately 
adjacent to the existing structures during the bridge works, so that a direct pedestrian 
route is provided at all times 

 



 
Section 6.4, 1st para. – The last sentence (that is “Contractors’ Traffic Management Plan shall, 
where appropriate, cover the following points:”) should be separated from the first paragraph, to 
effectively make a new paragraph that is an introduction to the various bullet points that follow. 
Between the first paragraph and that paragraph should be inserted an additional paragraph, as 
follows: 
“Temporary closures, temporary diversions, or alterations to existing layouts may impact 
significantly on the operation of the road network. Where there is a potential for such an impact, 
the Contractor will be required to undertake a Transport Assessment, the scope of which is to be 
agreed with the local authority. The Contractor will be responsible for implementing any 
associated improvement works to alleviate any potential impacts identified within the Transport 
Assessment, as deemed necessary by the appropriate local authority.” 
 
Section 6.4, 2nd bullet point – The words “however, it should be noted that the proposed date of 
the order may be delayed if there are other closures or restrictions in place in the area” should be 
added at the end of the last sentence. 
 
Section 6.4, 10th bullet point – The words “contractors and” should be inserted between “advice 
to” and “traffic authorities”.  
 
Section 6.4, last bullet point – A new sentence should be inserted after the first sentence, as 
follows “The proposed temporary relocation of any bus stop requires discussion with and the 
prior approval of Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPfT) and North Lanarkshire Council, or 
West Lothian Council, as appropriate.”  
 
Section 6.4, last bullet point – A new sentence should be inserted after the last sentence, as 
follows “Any proposed alternative bus stop location requires to be agreed with the local 
authorities and Strathclyde Partnership for Transport (SPfT), as appropriate.” 
 
Section 6.4 – An additional paragraph should be inserted at the end of the section, as follows 
“The proposed phasing of any bridge closure, and the associated temporary diversion routes 
must be discussed with, and be approved by, the Local Authority, and included in the Traffic 
Management Plan.” 
 
Section 6.6, 3rd bullet point – The bullet point should be changed to read “The Dropped kerbs 
will be provided at all junctions of footways with roads. Gradients must not exceed 1 in 12 and 
the dropped kerb must be flush with the carriageway.” 
 
Section 6.6, 4th bullet point – Replace the words “surfaced in” with “surfaced with”. 
 
Section 6.6, 5th bullet point – Replace the word “pavement” with “footway”. 
 
Section 6.7 – An additional paragraph should be inserted between the first and second 
paragraphs, as follows, “Prior to any works commencing, the Contractor will be required to jointly 
undertake carriageway condition surveys with the relevant Local Authority and the Project 
Manager in the vicinity of any location where works are to be carried out on public roads. Any 
damage to the infrastructure/ roads identified during a similar inspection following completion of 
the works is to be made good by the Contractor, to the satisfaction of the relevant Local Authority 
and the Project Manager.” 
 
Section 6.9, 1st para. – There is a reference to a “Concession Agreement”. What is the 
Concession Agreement, and should it be described in the “Definitions and Glossary”? 
  



Section 6.11 – Should the title of this section be “Legislation relating to remote footpath 
signage”? 
 
Section 7.4, 5th bullet point – Typo – Insert a space between 4th and 5th bullet points. 
 
Section 11.3, last para, – Typo – Between the third and fourth words, remove the ‘semi-colon’ 
and replace with a ‘comma’. 
 
Section 10 – This section does not particularly address the storage of materials on site 
(acceptable or unacceptable materials). A considerable volume of material will be excavated and 
hauled as part of these works. There should therefore be some guidance as to how and where 
these large material stockpiles may be located, with guidance as to the volume that can be 
stored at any identified site.  
 
Section 11.7, paragraph between the two tables – Add an additional sentence, as follows: 
“However, if any European Protected species, or nationally protected species such as water 
voles, are discovered on sites then they may be upgraded to major.” 
 
Section 12.2, 4th para. – After the last sentence add an additional sentence, as follows: “These 
compensatory provisions may be provided offsite if adequate mitigation cannot be done on site.” 
 
Section 12.2, 10th bullet point – Typo – In the first line, insert a ‘semi-colon’ between “protected 
species” and “this shall”.  
 
Section 12.3, 4th sentence – Change this sentence to read (change highlighted in bold): “It may 
be necessary to hand-search habitat for birds nests prior to habitat removal.” 
 
Section 12.4, paragraph after bullet points, 2nd sentence – Change this sentence to read (change 
highlighted in bold): “A European Protected Species Disturbance Licence from the Scottish 
Executive shall be required prior to starting any works affecting otter at these two sites, which 
will need to include consent for destruction of a resting place not just disturbance.” 
 
Section 12.4, Great Crested Newts section – Add a new sentence between the third and fourth 
sentences, as follows: “However, contractors should be aware that Great Crested Newts are 
known to disperse over 1km, albeit in low numbers.” 
 
Section 12.4, Great Crested Newts section – Add an addition bullet point, as follows: ensure that 
no vehicles track within 300m of ponds at a minimum, and that there is no ground or vegetation 
disturbance within that radius.” 
 
Section 12.4, Palmate Newt section – An additional sentence should be added, as follows: “The 
Palmate newts and other amphibians are to be relocated prior to works commencing, through 
use of pit fall traps and drift fencing, in line with established best practice.” 
 
Section 12.6, 3rd bullet point – Change the third bullet point (change highlighted in bold), as 
follows: “the use of chestnut paling around the drip line to prevent damage  
 
Section 12.7, second paragraph – This paragraph should be replaced with the following (which is 
our standard request in all developments where tree loss is predicted): “Any tree that is damaged 
or cut down without approval, or dies as a consequence of the construction (within two years of 
completion of the works in that area), shall be replaced by two suitably sized trees, to the 
approval of the Local Authority. The replacement trees will typically be a heavy standard/ 
standard and a whip of native species and local origin.  



 
Section 12 - Within Section 12 the following points have not yet been addressed:- 
 

1) There’s still no mention of mitigation for loss of part of Raiziehill Bog, which there 
should be. That can either be on-site habitat enhancement or the offer of a few days (free) of the 
contractors work time for conservation on a bog site near the railway route – selected by NLC or 
SWT. 
 

2) Also no further mention of restoration of compound areas post-development. This 
would present an ideal opportunity for the restoration of these areas to benefit biodiversity. This 
will require further discussion/ incorporation into the landscape plan. 
 

3) The Landscape and Habitat Management Plan is a key document that requires close 
liaison with NLC and WLC ecologists, which is essential to ensure that the plan meets all Local 
Authority targets and local priorities. A firm commitment to close work is essential. 
 
Section 14, 11th bullet point – Typo – In the first line, replace the ‘comma’ with a ‘semi-colon’ 
between “site restoration or reinstatement” and “this will particularly consider”. 
 
Section 15, Location 1 – Change the middle part of the first sentence to read ”reconstruction of 
the station platforms and the provision of a station footbridge”. 
 
Section 15, Location 2 – This paragraph should be slightly re-phrased, as follows (with changes 
highlighted in bold and underlined): “Works consist of removal of the existing station and 
associated infrastructure. As part of the works the nearby A73 road overbridge shall be 
reconstructed. Access for construction for the A73 road overbridge reconstruction will be 
provided via Carlisle Road and Castle Road. Site Compounds for the works are to be provided at 
the Carlisle Road Scrap yard.” 
 
Section 15, Location 2 – In addition, the route for accessing the existing Drumgelloch Station will 
need to be specified within this section. 
 
Section 15, Location 5, 2nd line – Remove the word ‘the’ as noted: “Meadowhead Road with the 
A89 to the Station Road”. 
 
Section 15, Location 5, 4th line – Change “DDA Compliant” to “DDA compliant”. 
 
Section 15, Location 5, 2nd last line – Change “Level Crossings” to “at-grade crossings”. 
 
Section 15, Location 8, 3rd sentence – Previous discussions had determined that some of the 
lagoons would be retained, with only those that were required for the access road and/ or car 
park would be removed. Therefore change this sentence to read: “Some of the lagoons are to 
be drained and decontaminated prior to construction of the station commencing.” 
 
Section 15, Location 9, 2nd sentence – Change the first part of the sentence, as follows: “While 
Main Street Bridge is being reconstructed access to properties in Caldercruix to the south of the 
rail solum usually accessed via Main Street”. 
 
Section 15, Location 9, last sentence – Add an additional sentence between the second last 
sentence and the last sentence, as follows: “On completion of the works, this bridge will require 
to be closed, with protective barriers and the level of closure, and the like, reinstated to the 
condition that existed immediately prior to the works commencing.” 
 



Section 15, Location 9, last sentence – Add the following statement to the end of the last 
sentence: “(although there will be a weight limit across the temporarily re-opened bridge on that 
route)”. 
 
Section 15, Location 11, 3rd line – Change the middle part of the sentence to read “railway 
underbridge and construction of a pedestrian footbridge”. 
 
Section 15, Location 11 – If the existing railway bridge is to be fully reconstructed the span 
should be increased to accommodate two-way vehicular flow below, in consideration of the 
increased number of traffic movements. If this were to happen, the span should ideally be 10M 
(to accommodate a 6M carriageway, a 2M footway, and a 2M footway/ verge) 
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